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A. Personal Statement
My lab studies host-bacterial interactions. We have expertise in dissecting the molecular mechanisms that Gram-negative bacteria employ in overcoming the innate immune defenses of their hosts. We are heavily focused on teaching and involvement of undergraduates in research. Our research group has significant history working to uncover Yersinia virulence mechanisms. We recently expanded our focus to include extraintestinal pathogenic E. coli from a variety of sources and have made significant progress in identifying features that define these poorly understood pathotypes. This ongoing work will uncover mechanisms used by extraintestinal E. coli to colonize and cause disease in multiple species. 
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