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Aloha! 
Is your legacy built on a sure foundation?  

It is a year of celebration in Laie. 2015 marks 150 years since the LDS Church 
purchased 6,000 acres of the Laiewai and Laiemalo‘o ahupua‘a as a gathering 

place for the Saints. It also marks 60 years since President David O. McKay broke ground for the original campus (Feb-
ruary 12, 1955) and the first classes began at the Church College of Hawaii (September 26, 1955). The building effort 
that commenced in 1955 included many of the academic and residential structures that stand on campus today. The 
Hales (dorms) have housed thousands of students, and have even served as a missionary training center (or Language 
Training Mission) for several years. These Hales, built by dedicated labor missionaries, have stood as a legacy of their 
faith and commitment, so when it became necessary to replace them with new, updated housing units, we thought 
about an appropriate way to continue acknowledging this wonderful legacy. What happened was in no small way a 
miracle. 

Our team of architects and engineers inspected the existing structures, including the unique – and very heavy – con-
crete roof. After much analysis, it was determined that the original foundation for the Hales was firm enough to support 
an additional floor (the original buildings were two floors) if the concrete roof was removed. Designs were drafted, 
additional testing was performed, and the plans were ultimately approved to completely gut the old Hales (first 3 and 5, 
then 4 & 6), install all new plumbing, electrical systems and infrastructure, and add a third floor.  And to better meet the 
needs of increasing numbers of returned missionaries, the resulting buildings would consist of apartments and be 25% 
cheaper per bed than new construction.  Hales 3 and 5 will be completed this fall and then we’ll begin work on Hales 4 
and 6. (Due to flood plains, Hale 6 will need to be completely replaced.) The legacy of these pioneer builders that has 
served students since the middle of the last century will continue to serve students at BYU–Hawaii for decades to come. 
We are literally built on their solid and sure foundation. 

In like manner, each of us can leave a legacy. I have three simple reminders that you might consider as you leave your 
own legacy, established on your firm foundation as a proud alumnus of Brigham Young University–Hawaii, an interested 
and involved friend of this special institution, or the simple yet profound designation that we all share as a son or daugh-
ter of God.

1. Personal righteousness and a commitment to covenants. Whether they are promises to family, friends 
or colleagues, or to God, may we commit to lives of honesty and integrity at all times and in all places. 

2. Daily service and kindness to others. We can be a bright spot in someone’s life through simple acts of 
service. You never know when your kindness will be an answer to another’s prayer. 

3. Consistent air of optimism. Looking on the bright side will breathe new life into almost any circum-
stance, and opens the door to solutions that might be overshadowed by gloomy perspectives. 

I am grateful to be involved in the wonderful work of Brigham Young University–Hawaii. There is so much to cele-
brate, and there is so much to yet accomplish. Thank you for your support and participation as we move forward. 

With aloha, 

Steven C. Wheelwright
President

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
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I n his prayer dedicating the grounds where Brigham Young 
University–Hawaii now stands, David O. McKay, ninth presi-
dent of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, said, 

“We dedicate our actions in this service. … That this college, and 
the temple, and the town of Laie may … [influence] millions of 
people who will come seeking to know what this town and its sig-
nificance are.”

For centuries, Laie has been a place of significance. The ear-
ly Hawaiians considered Laie to be a place of refuge where those 
who were persecuted or outcast could find a place of peace. In its 
history, Laie has hosted royalty, celebrities, heads of states, and 
prophets of God. Through all of that time, however, it has most 
prominently made its mark in history as a gathering place for 
members of the Church.

Pioneers of the Pacific 
Many of the early gathering places for the 
Church were distant, isolated communities. 
A well-known pioneer journey in 1847 would 
lead the Church to find its permanent home 
in the Salt Lake Valley of Utah, yet during the 
same time period, another miracle was taking 
place nearly 3,000 miles away in the islands of 
the Pacific.

The first missionaries of the Church arrived 
in Honolulu in 1850. In a very different land 
with language, living conditions, and food 
completely foreign to them, the work was dif-
ficult and progressed slowly. Despite the chal-
lenges facing the progress of the work, George 
Q. Cannon, missionary and later a member of 
the First Presidency of the Church, had great 
faith and love for the people of the islands. He 
prayed that he might make progress, and one 
night, in a manifestation of the gift of tongues, 
Elder Cannon was able to understand the Ha-
waiian language. With this miracle, the work 
began to move quickly.

By 1853, as members in Utah began work on the Salt Lake 
Temple, there were branches of the Church on almost every is-
land in Hawaii, and the Book of Mormon had been translated into 
Hawaiian with the help of Jonathan Napela, one of the first na-
tive Hawaiians to join the Church. As the Hawaiian Saints grew 
in strength, they desired to gather with the rest of the Church in 
the Salt Lake Valley. However, the Kingdom of Hawaii had strict 
emigration laws at the time that prohibited a mass exodus from 
the islands, so President Brigham Young advised the leaders of the 
Church in Hawaii to find a gathering place in the islands for the 
people. Several places were suggested as a gathering place for the 
Saints. A colony was eventually founded on the island of Lanai in 
1860, but it failed after a couple of years due to harsh climate and 
poor management. 

Choosing the Gathering Place
In 1864, Elder Frances A. Hammond, one of the new missionar-
ies in Hawaii, landed on Oahu and shortly thereafter learned of a 
plantation for sale in the small village of Laie. Thomas Dougherty, 
former American consul to the Kingdom of Hawaii, was interested 
in selling his 6,000 acres of land and ranching operations. Elder 
Hammond went out to Laie to inspect the property and spent two 
days in Laie attending the church services and surveying the land. 

Impressed with what he saw, Elder Hammond decided to pray 
about purchasing the property. According to later accounts, as he 
prayed, he received his answer in the form of a vivid dream: Pres-
ident Young and Heber C. Kimball came to him and went over the 
plantation with him, pointing out “the many desirable features 
it presented for the gathering place of the native Saints, and also 
saying in a very positive manner that this was the chosen spot.” 
William W. Cluff, another missionary to Laie, had a similar expe-
rience. When word returned to President Young later, he remarked 
that it was inspiration and that Laie should indeed be the gather-
ing place for the Church in Hawaii. The Mormon colony in Laie 
was established only a few months later in March of 1865. 

Sugar had been proven as a reliable crop in Hawaii during 
this time, so the early leaders in Laie decid-
ed to establish a sugar plantation under the 
leadership of Jonathan Napela, who relocated 
with his family to Laie. The colony was very 
successful and became a source of income for 
many of the Laie pioneers. Despite these suc-
cesses, early conditions were still very hard. 
The colony was isolated from the population 
centers in Honolulu, on Maui, and in other lo-
cations where there were still more members 
of the Church. Other early Saints were weary 
of the failed colony on Lanai years earlier and 
were not eager to move again to another isolat-
ed place. Still, the plantation in Laie was prof-
itable and enjoyed moderate growth in spite of 
the difficulties.

A significant event occurred in 1874 when 
David Kalakaua, then-King of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom, made an impromptu visit to Laie 
while touring the kingdom of Hawaii. He was 
very impressed with the conditions of the Laie 
residents and the gospel culture that they 
lived by. Kalakaua’s wife Queen Kapiolani in 
particular was fascinated with the Relief So-
ciety organization and would later begin at-

tending regularly in Honolulu. This was the beginning of a good 
relationship between the Hawaiian monarchy and the Church, 
with King Kalakaua mentioning that he “felt at home in Laie” and 
making it a point to attend the cornerstone dedication of the new 
chapel in the 1882. 

Progress in Laie
In spite of the friendly political environment, the land was not 
easily managed. In 1885, events culminated with a drought that 
threatened to eradicate the sugar plantation. Joseph F. Smith, one 
of the original missionaries to Hawaii and by then a counselor in 
the First Presidency of the Church, returned to Laie to assess the 
situation. He encouraged the Saints to stay in Laie, saying, “[This] 
is the land chosen by God as a gathering place for the Saints. Be 
patient for a while, for the day will come when this desolate land 
will become a land of beauty.”

Due to changing economic conditions in 1900, the Laie sugar 
plantation decided to save costs by leasing out operations to the 
Kahuku sugar mill. This move prolonged the longevity of the sug-
ar industry in Laie, allowing the plantation to remain the largest 
local employer until operations ceased in 1971. 

Meanwhile, another change was developing in Laie, one that 
would affect the world: the announcement and building of the 
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New Academic Calendar begins in Fall 2015
Starting in Fall 2015, BYU–Hawaii will be implementing a new academic calendar. In an academic year, there will be three 
equal 14-week semesters with a 7-week break between Spring and Fall semesters.  2015 will be a transition, or hybrid, year, 
with a 7-week Summer session (Summer A) followed by the new 7-week break, with Fall semester beginning in August. 

Benefits
3 Equal Semesters

• 14 weeks
• Graduation of the end of each semester
• Summer Break -7 weeks between Spring and Fall

Longer Internships

• More time to work, earn, and recharge

3 Starting Points

• Fall semester starts in August (ideal for recent U.S. 
high school graduates)

• Winter semester starts in November
• Spring semester starts in March (ideal for many from 

the Pacific and Asia)

Scholarship Flexibility

• Institutional scholarships are based on current CGPA, 
not previous semester enrollment

• Options to take a one-semester leave of absence or 
online-only semester

Enhanced Internship Options

• More time for internships in peak zone  
(7-week break + Fall semester =21 weeks) 
(Spring semester + 7-week break =21 weeks)

Christmas Break - 2 weeks in middle of Winter semester

• No major assignments over the break
• Chance to work, earn, and recharge

Find out more at academics.byuh.edu/calendar

Lord’s temple. Since the beginning of the Church’s involvement in 
Laie, it was prophesied that a temple would be built there. Because 
the Saints were unable to immigrate to Utah, most members were 
unable to enjoy the blessings of attending the temple, but in 1915, 
Joseph F. Smith, then-President of the Church, announced that a 
temple would be built in Laie. The temple was completed and ded-
icated on Thanksgiving Day in 1919 by Heber J. Grant, making it 
the fifth operating temple overall and the first to be built outside 
of the state of Utah. Arguably, the construction of the temple in 
Laie cemented its role as a gathering place, as now thousands of 
saints across the Pacific would travel to Laie to gain the temple 
blessings.

Another pivotal moment in Laie history occurred in 1921, 
when Elder David O. Mckay of the Quorum of the Twelve Apos-
tles visited during his world tour of the Church. On the morn-
ing of Febuary 7, he took part in the flag raising ceremony at the 
school in Laie. Elder McKay was impressed with what he saw and 
recognized the potential for an institution of higher education in 
Laie that would complement the gathering that had already taken 
place. Such an institution would be a place where students of all 
ethnic backgrounds would gather and learn together. From this 
revelation, the inspiration came to build a college in Laie. Many 
factors, including the effects of World War II would prevent the 
realization of Elder McKay’s vision until the early 1950s, when the 
attention returned to the issue of a school in the islands. Many 
of the local church leaders argued that the school should be built 
in Honolulu, where most of the LDS population was centered and 
where employment opportunities were plentiful. Another propos-
al suggested that the school should be built at the bottom of the 
Pali Highway in Kaneohe, where Hawaii Pacific University now 
stands. Edward Clissold, stake president of the Oahu Stake, met 
with now-President McKay in Salt Lake City to deliver the report in 
1954. In response, President McKay said, “Now that we have their 
report, we appreciate it, but the school will be in Laie.” With the 
prophetic decision made, the opening of the school was targeted 
for September 1955.

Groundbreaking took place in February 1955. Students met in 
surplus war barracks near the temple while a permanent campus 
structure was built on the south end of Laie by labor missionaries. 
Although the permanent campus was completed and dedicated 
in 1958 by President McKay, the employment opportunities for 
students wouldn’t come to fruition until 1963 with the building of 
the Polynesian Cultural Center. While primarily used to employ 
campus students, the origins of the Polynesian Cultural Center go 
back to the temple. Matthew Cowley, a member of the Quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles, observed that many Saints that traveled to 
Laie to attend the temple had no place to stay. He knew that in New 
Zealand, the solution was to house visitors in the village marae 
or meetinghouse during a 1951 Oahu stake conference, he men-
tioned the idea that all islanders could build themselves a village 
that would offer them a place to stay while attending the temple. 
When this idea combined with the popular hukilau venture the 
local Hawaiian Saints had done to raise money for building a new 
chapel in Laie, the foundations for the Polynesian Cultural Center 
were established.

Gathering Today 
Since that time, Laie has expanded and grown as have the campus 
(renamed Brigham Young University–Hawaii in 1974 to reflect its 
global reach) and the Polynesian Cultural Center. While the offi-
cial policy of literally gathering the people of the islands to Laie 
ended in 1973, gathering still takes place to this day: an education-
al gathering on the campus, a cultural gathering at the PCC, and a 
spiritual gathering at the temple. 

In a visit to Laie in 2003, President Gordon B. Hinckley said, 
“We have here something that we have nowhere else in the Church. 
We have the beautiful temple and all of its environs. We have the 
Brigham Young University–Hawaii. We have the Polynesian Cul-
tural Center. And they work together. There is nothing quite like 
it in so small an area, really, than we have anywhere in the world. 
This is a favored and beautiful and wonderful area.” 
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Steven Moses is from Kagua Mabuanda in the Southern High-
land Province of PNG and is currently studying political science with 
a minor in business. He came to BYU–Hawaii in Winter 2013 and 
is very happy about his decision to attend this university. “I picked 
BYU–Hawaii because this is a church-run institution,” says Moses. 
“I wanted to gain an education both physically and spiritually, and 
this school will help me do this.” Being able to return to his country 
on the Career Connect trip really helped him see what kind of fu-
ture he could build for himself and the people of his country when 
he graudates. “The trip created real work opportunities for me,” ex-
plains Moses. “Many companies said they would hire me and the 
other Papua New Guinea students right on the spot while we were 
visiting their offices.” 

Moses hopes his connections will ultimately help him achieve his 
dream to work with the government when he returns to PNG after 
graduation. “My people are often misled because of political corrup-
tion in our country,” says Moses. “As a member of the LDS Church, 
I want to deliver service to all the people in my country, especially 
those at the bottom levels of society. I hope that the knowledge that 
I gain here at BYU–Hawaii will help the work force of my country. 
I hope to help build a peaceful environment with strong religious 
faith.” Moses offered some advice for other students from PNG who 
wanted to attend BYU–Hawaii. “Since this is a Church-sponsored 
institution, I would recommend that they be faithful,” says Moses. 
“Keep the Lord’s commandments, study hard, follow the instruction 
of the administration, and obey the Word of Wisdom.” 

Joe Vivia Kauri is from Baimuru in the Gulf Province of PNG. He is 
majoring in political science and minoring in public administration 
with an emphasis in legal studies. Kauri decided to attend BYU–Ha-
waii because the lower tuition rates and some generous donations 
made by anonymous donors made coming to get an education a 
possibility for him. Growing up in a poor community, Kauri remem-
bers difficult circumstances his family had to overcome. “My mother 
and my two eldest sisters played the role of a complete family and 
raised me up after my father left,” Kauri recalls. “I grew up facing 
many challenges, especially financially. Nevertheless, this made me 
want to not turn back but to humbly move forward. My family strug-
gle has triggered me to move forward and look for opportunities that 
would help me be someone in the future.” 

The Career Connect trip opened his eyes to the opportunities 
that await him after his graduation from BYU–Hawaii. After gradua-
tion, Kauri hopes to get a good job in the government, helping build 
the Church and his own family in PNG. He also intends to eventually 
go to graduate school to further his education. “I believe that the 
Lord has a plan and purpose for me to come here,” acknowledges 
Kauri. “I have learned a lot here at BYU–Hawaii. All my great expe-
riences need to be shared with the world. I love BYU–Hawaii. I’m so 
sad to leave, but I will always remember my time here in my heart. It 
will be part of my life as I continue on my future endeavors.” Kauri 
also has large hopes for his country, looking forward to a bright fu-
ture of education for everyone. “I hope for more Papua New Guinea 
students to come to BYU–Hawaii,” says Kauri. “I hope they can get 
this quality education and be like me and others who have set forth 
a great pathway to the future.”

T he Independent State of Papua New Guinea (PNG) has a pop-
ulation of only 7,275,000, but it boasts some of the richest 
cultural diversity in the world. PNG shares its western bor-

der with the country of Indonesia and has over 600 small islands in 
its archipelagos and nearby island chains. The country has over 800 
distinct indigenous languages, more than any other country in the 
world, and includes many varieties of Melanesian ethnic groups. 

In the last few decades, discoveries of mineral deposits, com-
pressed natural gas, and oil have increased PNG’s export economy, 
leading foreign corporations to make major developments in the 
mining and oil/gas production industries. Such booms in the econ-
omy have created many jobs opportunities for PNG citizens, partic-
ularly those who speak English, making Brigham Young University–
Hawaii alumni a perfect fit for so many of the developing industries. 

Connecting at Home
The Alumni and Career Services office at BYU–Hawaii has a net-
working travel program called Career Connect, which allows stu-
dents from various fields of study to meet with career professionals 
around the world, making key contacts that will help those students 
to get jobs. This past summer, Career Connect sent students to PNG 
for the very first time. William T. Numanga, career development 
manager at Alumni and Career Services, and Hiagi Wesley, direc-
tor of the Jonathan Napela Center for Hawaiian and Pacific Islands 
Studies, accompanied a group of ten students from PNG on the Ca-
reer Connect trip. 

The group spent three days networking with more than 22 com-
panies, government agencies, non-profit organizations, and banks. 
“These industries are always looking for qualified workers,” Numan-

ga explains, “which creates many opportunities for our PNG gradu-
ates to look forward to. Many PNG students who leave their country 
to go to school are not sure about their possibilities. There is a per-
ception that there aren’t many prospects. However, when the stu-
dents went on the Career Connect trip and saw that they are need-
ed and wanted in the industries that help their country’s economy, 
they got so excited. These corporations need graduates who studied 
business, finance, public administration and government, supply 
chain, logistics, construction, IT, human resources, and more. The 
PNG students can return to their country with the assurance and 
confidence that there is a place for them.” 

Opportunities to Connect, Opportunities to Succeed: 

Learn more about Career Connect and Mentor Connect at 
BYU–Hawaii and how you can get involved at career.byuh.edu

Top left: Steven Moses, a Political Science major with a minor in business, from Kagua Mabuanda.
Bottom left: The Papua New Guinea Student Chapter performs at Cultural Night. 

Port Moresby, the capital city of Papua New Guinea

Visiting and networking with businesses and orga-

nizations through Career Connect

Arriving in Papua New Guinea with Career Connect
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L ast summer I spent a couple of weeks in Australia, New Zea-
land, and for the first time Samoa. While in Samoa, I visited 
the remote village of Sauniatu, located in the crater of an 

extinct volcano about 20 miles east of Apia. There is no easy way 
to get to Sauniatu. The only way in and out of the crater is up a 
steep path of jagged volcanic rock that tosses a vehicle around as 
though it’s a toy. You could probably walk up the side of the volca-
no and down into the crater to Sauniatu faster than you can ride 
there in a car. 

I had very little time in Samoa, and I wondered why my hosts 
insisted that we spend half a day going to Sauniatu, which is now 
an experimental farm where Samoan farmers practice new farm-
ing techniques, but I’m so glad that we did. As soon as I stepped 
out of the car, I felt as though I was standing on holy ground. 

Sauniatu means “prepare to go forth.” It was established in 
1904 as a place of refuge for Saints who were being persecuted at 
the time. The village had its ups and downs, and at one point, it 
was almost wiped out by an influenza pandemic, and many ques-
tioned whether or not it could survive. But then in 1921, as part of 
his around-the-world tour, Elder David O. McKay visited the vil-
lage and blessed the Saints that their plantations would be fruit-
ful and that peace would abide in their homes and hearts. 

As I walked around the lush, tropical landscape, it seemed per-
fect that a place that means “prepare to go forth” has become a 
farm. Farmers surely understand better than anyone that you can 
only reap what you sow. Anyone who wants to harvest anything 
must prepare by planting seeds and then helping them grow. You 
are in a crucial seed-planting era of your life, so today I invite you 
to think about the seeds you are planting in your life right now 
because those seeds will determine the fruits you will harvest for 
the rest of your lives. 

You can’t fake it as a farmer. Either seeds get planted or they 
don’t. Either crops are watered or they aren’t. A farmer c a n’t 
hide in a cubicle in the library or in an office (or even on 
a beach) somewhere and hope no one notices he actual-
ly isn’t doing anything. 

In our lives, we can’t fake it either. Oh, we might be 
able to slide by for a while. We might tell our-
selves that our future will somehow mag-
ically take care of itself or that there’s 
plenty of time later to repent. We might 
try to kid ourselves and pretend that truth and morali-
ty are relative or that God and His laws don’t exist. However, 
self-deception won’t change the fact that it’s not possible to reap 
a reward for something we haven’t worked for, and even 

the most articulate argument to the contrary won’t change God 
and His laws or the truth about what is right and wrong or good 
and evil. The Lord’s words about this are clear: “What I the Lord 
have spoken, I have spoken, and I excuse not myself; and though 
the heavens and the earth pass away, my word shall not pass away, 
but shall all be fulfilled.”(D&C 1:38). Our Father will not turn a 
blind eye to laziness or bullying or unkindness or dishonesty or 
immorality. He will not reward ugly behaviors with peace of mind 
or, eventually, exaltation. It just doesn’t work that way. We cannot 
harvest the fruits of seeds we never plant. 

Today, may I suggest five seeds worth planting and nourishing, 
seeds that will result in a harvest of peace, happiness, confidence, 
hope, and true joy.

Plant the Seed of Discipleship

One of the most important choices we make is whether or not we 
want to live as disciples of Christ. Being a disciple is not for the 
faint of heart. We are men and women of the covenant, and we 
each have work to do. We each have a divine errand. We each have 
seeds to plant. You are here now because you are supposed to be 
here now. You have a role to play in hastening the Work of Salva-
tion, which is the happiest, most consequential work on the face 
of the earth. If you want a place in His kingdom, God will put you 
to work. “Ours is not a feeble message.” It is the only work that will 
change and save the world. 

Decide today if you want to be a disciple. If you do, plant the 
seed of discipleship. It will give your life a sense of purpose that 
exceeds any other. 

Plant the Seed of Knowledge 

Knowledge is priceless, and knowledge about gifts from God is the 
most valuable knowledge of all. It is simply a mistake to not 
learn everything we can about the gifts God has given us–and 
particularly gifts that give us access to His power. Elder Da-

vid A. Bednar has said that “knowing that the 
gospel is true is the essence of a testimo-
ny. Consistently being true to the gospel 

is the essence of conversion.”(David A. Bed-
nar, “Converted unto the Lord,” Ensign, November 

2012). Conversion is what lifts us out of this world and 
gives us a vision higher than the world’s.
If you want to progress, if you want to feel more confident, if 

you want to ensure your future, plant the seed of knowledge and 
immerse yourself in truth. 

Plant the Seed of Revelation 

God wants to talk to us, and He expects us to learn to receive rev-
elation. 

Each of us have to learn how to hear the voice of the Lord–we 
have to learn the language of revelation. Many of you here are bi-
lingual. You know what it takes to learn a new language. The lan-
guage of revelation is the way God talks to us, through the whis-
pering of the Holy Ghost. 

Learning the language of revelation takes time. There is no 
magic formula. I can, however, suggest three keys: asking, reg-
ular immersion in the scriptures, and personal purity. Purity of 
thought and intent. Purity in what we watch, read, listen to, and 
surround ourselves with. Purity in language and even in what we 
wear, and certainly moral purity. The Spirit is more likely to talk 
to someone who is trying to be pure. 

I can think of no more important seed to plant than the seed of 
revelation. The only way to discern between right and wrong, the 
only way to fulfill your divine errand, is to learn to receive reve-
lation. God wants to talk to you, but He expects you to learn His 
language. Plant the seed of revelation, and it will change your life.

Plant the Seed of Faith in Jesus Christ

During my life, I have had amazing opportunities as well as 
crushing disappointments. You can’t be my age and still un-
married without having had agonizing experiences and painful 
years. It was during one particularly difficult time that I began 
to understand that the Atonement is not just for sinners–that the 
Savior not only atoned for our sins but came to heal our broken 
hearts and to compensate for all of the pain we would ever feel.
(See Bruce C. Hafen, The Broken Heart: Applying the Atonement to 
Life’s Experiences, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1989). The Savior 
is filled with the power to forgive us, redeem us, strengthen us, 
enable us to do things we could never do on our own, and heal us. 
He will heal us from sin when we repent. He will heal our broken 
hearts. He will heal the most heart-wrenching grief, and He will 
turn weakness into strength. 

The Savior is our only chance to resist temptation, to conquer 
addiction, to compensate for insecurities and fear. He is our only 
chance to subdue the adversary, to conquer envy, to find enduring 
peace. He is our only chance to become like He is. 

We gain access to the power of the Atonement by having faith 
in Jesus Christ, by repenting, by pleading for His help, and by 
making covenants with Him and then keeping them. Plant the 
seed of faith in Jesus Christ, and that seed will bear fruit every day 
of your life. 

Plant the Seed of Divine Power 

We can either live our lives alone and attempt to rely solely upon 
our own talents or we can live our lives with the help of heaven. 
God actually wants a powerful people, and He has provided ways 
for both men and women to have access to His highest spiritual 
privileges and power. 

The temple is the place where it becomes clear that men and 
women both have direct access to God’s power. The temple is the 
institution of highest spiritual learning. It is where we may “grow 
up” in the Lord and receive a “fullness of the Holy Ghost.”(D&C 
109:15) We emerge from the temple “armed with [the Lord’s] pow-
er,” with angels having charge over us(D&C 109:22), and we are 
promised that “no combination of wickedness shall have power 
to ... prevail over” (D&C 19:26) those who worship in the house of 
the Lord. Our Father wants a people who have learned how to gain 
direct access to His power. 

Plant the Seed of Regular Temple Worship

What will you harvest? Divine power. We each get to choose which 
seeds we will plant in our lives and in our corner of the vineyard. 
May we plant the seeds of discipleship, knowledge, revelation, di-
vine power, and faith in Jesus Christ, for those seeds will help us 
do as much as we can for as long as we can, and they will lead to a 
harvest of happiness, peace, hope, and true joy. May we immerse 
ourselves in the gospel of Jesus Christ until our conversion is full 
and complete.

by Sheri L. Dew

T hink about the seeds you are 
planting in your life right now 

because those seeds will determine 
the fruits you will harvest for the rest 
of your lives.

This article is based on a devotional address given on March 18, 2014, 
by Sheri L. Dew, chief executive officer of Deseret Book Company and 
executive vice president of Deseret Management Corporation. The 
entire address can be viewed and read online at devotional.byuh.edu.
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I n a Persian fairy tale entitled “The Three Princes of Serendip,” a 
king named Jafer sends his three sons out to explore the world. 
Though they had been educated in the “Morality, Politicks and 

all the Polite Learning” of their culture, their father hoped that their 
travels in foreign nations would provide a source of unexpected 
discoveries. When Horace Walpole unexpectedly came upon this 
fairy tale, he coined the term “serendipity” in a 1754 letter to a friend.1 

“Serendipity” refers to a happenstance or a pleasant surprise. After 
twenty-two years of teaching at BYU–Hawaii, I recently realized 
that this university is one of the best university environments in the 
world to experience serendipity. 

BYU–Hawaii’s integration of academic, social, and religious 
life leverages our cultural diversity like no other university in the 
world. BYU–Hawaii structurally provides open and curious students 
with a rich environment for serendipitous discoveries because 
of its combination of weak and strong ties. “Strong ties” grow 
out of frequent interactions and close relationships with people 

who appear similar to us. “Weak ties” result from less frequent 
interactions with acquaintances who seem different from us. In his 
book Bowling Alone, Bob Putnam underscored the importance of 
a serendipitous environment in his discussion of strong and weak 
ties.2 He noted that it is weak ties that most influence organizational 
and community relationships: “As a society, we hope for random 
encounters with diverse citizenry to build a web of weak ties that 
increase our sense of involvement in the community.”3 At BYU–
Hawaii, nearly half of our random encounters are likely to be with 
someone from a different country. Day-in and day-out, our weak 
ties cultivate our involvement in a campus community that mirrors 
our rapidly evolving global community. Put simply, BYU–Hawaii is a 
campus divinely designed for the globalized life of the 21st century.

Universities historically served as gathering places for those 
seeking spiritual and intellectual growth. Ethan Zuckerman argued 
that cities also fulfilled this role by bringing together diverse 
groups of people and by providing opportunities for “structured 

wondering.”4 Zuckerman argued that the world’s great cities bring 
together “powerful communication technologies, enabling real-
time communication between different individuals and groups 
and the rapid diffusion of new ideas and practices to multiple 
communities.”5 

As an example of structured wondering, Zuckerman discusses 
an article by Johnathan Gold titled “The Year I Ate Pico.”6 As he 
traveled to and from work on Pico Street in Los Angeles, Gold 
decided that he would regularly get off the bus one stop earlier and 
chose a new place to eat. Over the next year, he ate at Ethiopian, 
Korean, Cuban, Cambodian, and Jewish establishments. Like the 
three princes of Serendip, Gold traveled to foreign lands block after 
block, encountering and discovering the world he lived in. Walking 
and lingering, rather than zooming by on the bus or in his personal 
automobile, opened Gold up to the chance encounters important 
to expanding his understanding. Gold was participating in what 
Jane Jacob’s refers to as the ballet of the city sidewalk, where “casual 
encounters in shared spaces are the heart of the community.”7 

I count my own chance at BYU–Hawaii among my most cherished 
experiences. Thousands upon thousands of students over the last 
sixty years have benefited by “tasting” the diverse cultures of BYU–
Hawaii as they participated in the sidewalk ballets that constitute 
our campus. What could be better preparation for learning, leading, 
and building? Jafer knew that the learning his sons experienced 
in their homeland would benefit them greatly, but he wished to 
expand their knowledge through exposure to new and unexpected 
perspectives. Those of us at BYU–Hawaii receive the same benefit, 
but in this case, the world is brought to us. We encounter cultural 
differences at nearly every turn of our lives on this campus. BYU–
Hawaii is designed to keep us in daily contact with differences as 
we travel from the dorm to the cafeteria and from the classroom to 
church. As we grow from these exchanges, the harmony amidst our 
diversity is deepened and broadened. 

Structured wandering through the diverse cultural contours of 
BYU–Hawaii is an excellent way to cultivate insights well-suited for 
our lives in contemporary society. The genius of our campus is that 
it does so by integrating our rich cultural environment in all aspects 
of church, academic, and social life. As Zuckerman suggests of cities, 
our campus is an excellent communication laboratory that enables 
the discovery and rapid diffusion of ideas. Most importantly, it 
does so in a setting where discoveries are guided by the influence 

of the Spirit and eternal truths of the restored gospel. The pure 
and undefiled truths that we seek to discover and teach formed a 
foundation for six decades of experimentation that is teaching us 
how to be a Zion community amidst our cultural diversity. In many 
global and local situations, differences can serve as stumbling blocks 
to creating community. At BYU–Hawaii, however, they serve as 
catalyst to understanding our brothers and sisters from throughout 
the world and broadening and deepening our understanding of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Elder Jeffrey R. Holland recently delivered a talk on campus 
entitled “The Parable of BYU–Hawaii.” He likened our lives to a ship 
in the safe waters of the harbor or on open and uncertain seas. He 
stated, “A ship is very safe in the harbor, but that is not what ships 
are made for. So, Seasiders that you are, set sail! Take the best you 
have been given, and go be strong. Go out into a world that for the 
most part does not yet have the gospel of Jesus Christ, does not yet 
know what you know, and certainly does not have the skills, insights, 
and moral values you have been given.”8 The world has never been 
in more need of men and women who know how to set sail into the 
open seas of global diversity. Our campus is designed so that the 
natural course of daily living coaches us on how to motivate and lead 
in complex diverse settings. In all the world, it is unlikely that there 
is an undergraduate university better designed for serendipity than 
BYU–Hawaii. Each of us has the opportunity to take the training and 
learning so unique to our experiences at BYU–Hawaii and strive to 
make the world a better place. 

Note: 

I have just recently finished reading a fascinating book by Ethan 

Zuckerman titled Rewire (New York: W. W. Norton and Company, 2013). 

The book is a discussion of how to take the best of communities and 

“wire” them into virtual settings. As I was thinking about what to write for 

this article, two chapters in his book caught my attention: “Serendipity 

and the City” and “The Connected Shall Inherit the Earth.” In these 

two chapters Zuckerman draws from literatures in folklore, sociology, 

organizational studies, and leadership to make his case for the essential 

qualities of online communities. In this essay I have adapted his sources 

and some of his unique ideas to create an explanation of what is unique 

about BYU Hawaii. For the reader who is interested in this subject matters 

I recommend Zuckerman’s book. 

1. Horace Walpole letter to Sir Horace Mann, January 28, 1754, cited in T. G. Remer, Ser-

endipity and the Three Princes, from the Peregrinaggio of 557 (Norman: University of 

Oklahoma Press, 1965), in Zuckerman, 216. 

2. Robert Putnam, Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community. 

New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000, in Zuckerman, p. 214. 

3. Zuckerman, 229.

4. Zuckerman, 210.

5. Zukcerman, 210.

6. Johnathan Gold, The Year I Ate Pico Boulevard. LA Weekly. Web. 23 September 

1998. http://www.laweekly.com/1998-10-01/news/the-year-i-ate-pico-boulevard/, 

Zuckerman, 232. 

7. Vince Graham, Jane Jacobs vs Robert Moses: Urban Fight of the Century. PBS Docu-

mentary. Web. 13 February 2012. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUeuQT6t7k-

g&spfreload=10

8. Jeffrey R. Holland. The Parable of BYU Hawaii. BYU Hawaii Commencement Speech. 

Web. 17 December 2011. http://devotional.byuh.edu/media111217holland
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Practicums
Practicums specific to the Political Science major take students to dif-
ferent parts of the world, giving them the opportunity to meet new 
people, do different jobs, work for government offices, and occasion-
ally attend conferences. Practicums vary in length, ranging from one 
week to an entire semester. Locations have included Washington D.C., 
Thailand, Hong Kong, Cook Islands, New York City, and more. Cur-
rently, the department has relationships with Thammasat University 
in Bangkok, Thailand; Waikato University in Hamilton, New Zealand; 
University of the South Pacific; and others that are solidifying every 
year. These relationships provide international opportunities for stu-
dents in the department to interact with different cultures–including 
students in their same field–work with different NGO’s, and create 
contacts and friendships with people across the globe. One particular 
project practicum gave students an opportunity to do research and 
present their findings at different conferences. Christina Akanoa, a 
professor in the department, prepared students by having them write 
papers on climate change. After presenting first here on campus in 
the annual Undergraduate Research Conference and then Universi-
ty of Hawaii at another conference with their graduate students, the 
student team traveled to New York to give their presentations to dif-
ferent embassies from the Pacific. All five participants left impressive 
impressions as each received internship opportunities following their 
presentations. 

The Political Science department works with the WORLD

S mall in numbers, but widely influential, the Political Science 
department at BYU–Hawaii has significant global impact. 
With three fulltime faculty and three adjunct professors that 

are engaged, dynamic, and eager to continue to improve the Polit-
ical Science department, students have filtered through the pro-
gram prepared for jobs covering the globe.

Chair of the department Michael Murdock stated, “Political 
Science is one of those majors that introduces students to critical 
thinking and writing and engaging the world in a constructive way. 
It helps them to understand what’s going on in the world, so they 
aren’t just cogs in a machine. They’re actually decision makers and 
agents.”

The program is designed to give students as much hands-on, 
out-of-the-classroom experience as possible. “Some departments 
have labs–computer labs, chemistry labs–but we don’t.”says Mur-
dock. The world is our lab, so we try to put students in the world 
as much as we can.” In order to accomplish the “hands-on” ex-
perience, the department provides many opportunities and expe-
riences made available to students: practicums, internships, and 
additional certificates. 
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Internships
Internships are a graduation requirement that give students ample 
opportunity to test their skills and learn in the real world. “We try 
and get these students in an international setting, so many of them 
go to the Pacific Island nations or the mainland, in UN embassies 
or government offices in Washington D.C. or New York. Others work 
in downtown Honolulu in government offices and on different po-
litical campaigns.”says Murdock. Alice Yiu, an alum of the Political 
Science program, received an international internship in Germany 
at the United Nations University Institute for Environment and Hu-
man Security with the help of Brian Houghton, professor of Political 
Science. Many other students have experienced similar situations. 
Peter Gregory, a current political science students recently worked 
as an assistant campaign manager for local Feki Pouha, a candidate 
for the State House of Representatives in Hawaii. After researching 
several issues and policies related to Hawaii and designing a part 
of the campaign platform, Gregory stated he “gained a lot of prac-
tical experience and develops several skills that I know I’ll be using 
throughout the rest of my professional career.”

Certificates
Along with the bachelor’s degree, students can obtain a variety 

of certificates to help them increase specific abilities and enhance 
the likelihood of obtaining a job. The department offers three cer-
tificates–International Development, Emergency Management, and 
the newest, Legal Studies. Murdock considers them “the most prag-
matic, practical and useful forms of training and preparation that 
we can manage in our discipline.” 

He also went on to say, “Political Science by itself doesn’t get you 
a job. It’s a spring board into something bigger: law, entrepreneur-
ship, business, politics, military intelligence, community, and anti-
terrorism. It’s necessary for you to keep going to get a job in general, 
but what we’ve done is try to make as much value at the undergrad-
uate level with these certificates, so students can go back to their 
home countries and get a job. It’s the whole point.” 

The International Development Certificate introduces and ex-
plores the economic and political foundations of international de-
velopment and the growing world of international organizations 
(IOs), inter-government organizations (IGOs), and non-government 
organizations (NGOs). The certificate equips students with practical 
skills and knowledge to allow them to secure employment with de-
velopment-related institutions and organizations.

 Another available option is the Emergency Management Certif-
icate. This trains students on how to prevent or reduce losses that 
occur due to hazards, disasters (natural or man-made), and emer-
gencies. An emergency management certificate provides leadership 
and decision-making skills to be used in times of emergencies and 
should give students added skills and knowledge to help them ac-
quire meaningful employment within the emergency management 
sector. In addition, students are certified by the International Red 
Cross. This certificate, coupled with a bachelor’s degree, gives stu-
dents the upper hand in training and appeals to many organiza-
tions. With the qualifications the certificate provides, students are 
walking into interviews, impressing, and leaving with job offers. 

The last and newest addition to the certificates offered in the 
Political Science department is the Legal Studies Certificate. In the 
making since 2012, it was finally formed and approved in the Fall se-
mester 2014. Jennifer Kajiyama, a professor in the Political Science 
department, has headed the development of the certificate, wanting 
it to benefit not only students looking to apply for law school on the 
mainland but those students looking to have more knowledge of the 
law to receive introductory jobs elsewhere. Kajiyama, an alumnus 
of BYU–Hawaii herself, went on to law school at BYU (Provo)where 
she received her Master’s of Public Administration and Juris Doctor-
ate degrees. She explained that agreements have been made with 
certain schools in the Pacific for students who receive the law cer-
tificate from BYU–Hawaii. Students become priority in acceptance, 
and the courses can transfer, allowing them to move faster through 
the program. “A lot of our students come from the Pacific. If they 
were to go to these schools, they could practice law anywhere in the 
Pacific verses staying here in the United States, they could only prac-
tice here.” says Kaijiyama. Not only does the certificate allow stu-
dents to land introductory jobs in law, it helps them progress more 
rapidly in their pursuits for additional training and education. 

West Holden
December 2010, Washington

Current Position:
Completing a fellowship at the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission in Miami, Florida. Recent-
ly graduated from George Washington University Law School in May, passed the Florida bar in July, and 
is now working with EEOC attorneys helping to litigate cases of unlawful employment discrimination.

PoliSci Department Experience:
“The Political Science program at BYU–Hawaii helped teach me how to both think and write critically. 
Dr. Troy Smith in particular gave me large amounts of constructive criticism on my writing, to the point 
of filling my papers with red ink, but his methods helped me learn how to craft convincing arguments 
and draft well-reasoned papers. More than any of the topics or concepts I may have learned in my cours-
es, the ability to write persuasively has helped me in my classes in law school and everywhere I have 
worked since. Employers and professors alike value writing skills above all else, so the improvement 
in my critical writing is by far the most valuable thing I gained from the BYU–Hawaii Political Science 
program.

“The political philosophy and constitutional law courses I took while at BYU–Hawaii helped me 
to decide that law school was the path for me. Additionally, my decision to attend law school in D.C. 
stemmed in no small part from my exposure to the city while on a political science practicum in May 
of 2008.”

Alice Yiu
December 2013, Hong Kong

Current Position: 
Program Manager for Partnership for Sustainable, Low Carbon Transport in Shanghai, China. Currently 
collaborates with other transport consultants to conduct research on sustainable transport financing in 
response to the global climate change mitigation agenda.

PoliSci Department Experience: 
“The Political Science program has offered the analytical skills necessary for the research work that I am 
doing. Knowledge in qualitative research methods, basic statistics in social sciences, as well as critical 
writing and presentation skills help me to fulfill my current responsibilities effectively.

The Political Science department emphasizes efficiency in acquiring new knowledge and producing 
meaningful analysis. These critical thinking skills and self-learning techniques helped me to catch up 
with the work that I am engaged in.”

Dustin Bradshaw
April 2008, Utah

Current Position: 
Foreign Service Officer for the United States Department of State, currently posted in Istanbul, Turkey, 
with previous assignment being Manila, Philippines

PoliSci Department Experience: 
“The classes prepared me to question norms and pushed me to find solutions to difficult answers. I also 
believe that the trips to D.C. and other opportunities helped me to see the world as the big place that it 
is. Later, I was able to do an internship there with a congressman from Utah.

One of my favorite experiences (at BYU–Hawaii) was starting the D.C. tour programs. We took stu-
dents two years in a row to Washington, D.C. to see how the U.S. Government works. It was amazing to 
see how students from other countries viewed the United States and how much our history has impact-
ed countries around the world. There was no better time than watching a student from South Korea 
walk halfway across the city in heels with a bouquet of roses and in the D.C. heat, so she could honor 
the men and women who gave her the freedom to be a leader and study in a university. It was a special 
experience to stand there with her and have that moment of silent respect.”

For more information, visit 
politicalscience.byuh.edu

BYU–Hawaii political science students visit the U.S. Capitol in Washington D.C.

Political Science Alumni Spotlight
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New Academic Leadership
The BYU–Hawaii Ohana has recently 

announced changes in the university’s ac-
ademic leadership. With these changes, an 
extension of gratitude is expressed to those 
who have served in the various academic 
assignments for all the time, energy, and 
dedication they put forth. John D. Bell will 
serve as the new Academic Vice President, 
and David Bybee now serves as the Asso-
ciate Academic Vice President for Instruc-
tion. Three new college deans have been 
appointed: Mark Cannon, College of Math 
and Sciences; Mark Wolfersberger, College 
of Human Development; and James Lee, 
College of Business, Computing, and Gov-
ernment. Several new department chairs 
have been appointed: Daniel Bradshaw, 
Music and Theatre Arts; Shane Gold, Biolo-
gy; Stephen Hancock, English; Tevita Kaili, 
International Cultural Studies; Georgi Lu-
kov, Biochemistry; David Porter, Exercise 
and Sport Science; and David Preece, Busi-
ness Management.

Construction Projects for  
Campus Expansion 

Construction is ongoing on Hales 3 and 
5 as part of phase 1B of the campus expan-
sion. Bob Tippets, director of construction, 
explained the reconstruction of the lower 
level units enables BYU–Hawaii to remodel 
and upgrade all of the units in the Hales. 
“All of the units will have kitchen facilities 
so that students have the ability to prepare 
their own meals,” says Tippets. “The interi-
or of the housing units has been removed, 
and a third level will be added to the cur-
rent structures.” The new construction al-
lows 114 more students to live in cooking 
rooms. With the additional level, capacity 
will increase from 432 beds to 472 beds. 
Phase 1B is scheduled to be completed in 
September and October 2015 after which 
construction will begin on Hales 4 and 6. 

Business Management Professor  
Receives Prestigious Lifetime  
Service Award

In October 2014, Helena M. A. Hannon-
en, professor of business management, 
received the Lowell Benson Lifetime Ser-
vice Award from the BYU Marriott School 
of Management. Hannonen received the 
prestigious award for her many years of in-
volvement in BYU’s Management Society, 
particularly for all her work as the presi-
dent of Silicon Valley chapter and starting 
Silicon Valley WOMEN as well as being the 
regional director for Northern California 
and later Asia-Pacific regions. “There is a 
great need for moral and ethical leadership 
in families, organizations, and communi-
ties around the world,” says Hannonen. 

“I entered to learn at BYU and the Marri-
ott School, and it has been my pleasure to 
serve in this great organization.” Lee Per-
ry, dean of the BYU Marriott School, recog-
nized Hannonen’s effort at the 2014 Man-
agement Society Leadership Conference in 
Provo, Utah, and expressed his gratitude 
for all of her contributions to the Manage-
ment Society. “You have made a huge dif-
ference to all those you have worked with,” 
said Perry. “In all, you have raised the level 
of excellence for the society and particu-
larly for international chapters.” 

Pacific Studies Journal Sets Record 
with 1 Million Views

Three times a year, the Jonathan Nape-
la Center for Hawaiian and Pacific Islands 
Studies at BYU–Hawaii publishes a schol-
arly journal entitled Pacific Studies. The 
journal is made available after publica-
tion in an electronic format through BYU’s 
(Provo) ScholarsArchive. The journal is 
dedicated to discussion of issues deal-
ing with the people of the Pacific Islands, 
covering many disciplines, including an-
thropology, archaeology, economics, eth-
nomusicology, folklore, political science, 
literary studies, and more. This year, the 
journal received 1,063,382 page views 
from readers, making it the first journal in 
BYU’s collection to pass one million views 
in a three-month period of time. 

The hope is that the views will only in-
crease as individuals view and subscribe 
to the journal. To view electronic copies of 
Pacific Studies, visit journals.lib.byu.edu. 
To subscribe to the journal, visit jonathan-
napelacenter.byuh.edu.

Campus Security Changes
With an expanded security force, 

BYU–Hawaii now has security at all hours 
of the day and an increased presence on 
campus. With the increased number of 
officers, Earl Morris, recently appointed 
head of security, has implemented a bike 
patrol. These officers are trained to recog-
nize crimes and potential problems. Their 
presence benefits students as well as vis-
itors to campus. Also, recent renovations 
of campus security offices are intended to 
highlight service and safety. Morris hopes 
to increase visibility of security officers to 
better serve the community. During a re-
cent open house, security showcased their 
office improvements as well as their new 
fleet of security vehicles. 

World Premiere of One  
Tattered Angel
      The week of November 3, 2014, the 
Music and Theatre Arts department pre-
sented the world premiere of the play One 
Tattered Angel, written by Craig Ferre and 
adapted from the book by Blaine Yorgas-
on. One Tattered Angel tells the true story 
of Yorgason and his wife Kathy adopting a 
child named Charity who was diagnosed 
with anencephaly, meaning she was born 
without a brain, having only a brain stem 
to allow her to live. The narrative covers 
the resulting challenges and miracles that 
came from their experience. Ferre, a facul-
ty member in the BYU–Hawaii Music and 
Theatre department who also served as 
the play’s director, adapted the book into a 
play format and sent the adaptation to Yor-
gason who gave special permission for the 
play to be performed on the BYU–Hawaii 
campus, making this a premiere of both 
the play and the playwright. Due to the 
religious background of the book’s author, 

the story of this play highlights many LDS 
themes, including the power of prayer and 
using faith to overcome adversity.

Signing and Service at the PCC
BYU–Hawaii’s ASL Club recently part-

nered with Hands and Voices, a nonprofit 
organization which helps parents with 
deaf children to provide services and en-
tertainment for deaf children in the com-
munity. The ASL Club members acted as 
tour guides at the Polynesian Cultural 
Center for their group, interpreting the 
tours for the deaf community, so they 
could enjoy the cultural activities avail-
able at the PCC. ASL Club guides were 
trained a few days prior by regular PCC 
tour guides so they could effectively share 
the PCC experience with the Hands and 
Voices group. “It was fun to see all the kids 
and the different ways they were commu-
nicating,” said Natalie DeMartini, a psy-
chology major from California. “They were 
friends whether they could hear or not.”

CAMPUS 
NEWS

CAMPUS 
NEWS

Diving Discoveries: Student Researchers Explore  
Biodiversity in Saipan
..........................................................................................

Twelve BYU–Hawaii students recently traveled to Saipan on a three-week biodi-
versity research trip to study oceanic invertebrates. The students were able to scuba 
dive, snorkel, and walk along the reefs to research shrimp, octopuses, coral, and 
more. “A lot of marine life has been studied here in Hawaii already because of Ha-
waii Pacific University’s marine biology program, but not very much has been done 
in Micronesia,” explains Roger Goodwill, professor of Biology. “Local agencies can’t 
do it themselves since the government won’t fund projects [like this], but we can do 
it, and it benefits our students, so they ask us to help.” The students were in charge 
of photographing, collecting, and cataloguing any invertebrate animals they could 
find, collecting over 1,500 specimens. Some of these specimens were sent to differ-
ent research facilities around the world for further analysis or even naming if it is a 
new species. “Most undergraduates never get anything close to the opportunity we 
had in Saipan,” says Nick Cook, a marine biology major from Utah. “However, we 
can say we have experience in underwater photography (diving/snorkeling), spec-
imen collection, specimen preservation, lab photography, and microscope use. I 
think that sticks out a little more than ‘lab tech.’”

Want More?
Visit newsroom.byuh.edu

Chopped Champion: Chef Spencer Tan Wins 
National Cooking Competition
...........................................................................................

BYU–Hawaii’s Executive Chef Spencer Tan won first place in the national 2014 Chef 
Culinary Conference’s Chopped competition. The conference, hosted at University of 
Massachusetts Amherst in June, is the premiere gathering for high-volume food service 
operators and campus chefs to learn more about world cuisines and flavor trends in an 
engaging environment. The Chopped competition took place over three days between 
campus chefs from universities around the United States. “It was the hardest thing of 
my life,” says Tan. “I was from the furthest away, a surprise from Hawaii, competing 
against big schools like Penn state, Yale, and UMass.” Each competitor was given ac-
cess to a pantry stocked with a wide variety of ingredients, and the chefs had only 30 
minutes to complete dishes for a panel of judges. At the end of each day’s competition, 
the judges critiqued the dishes based on presentation, taste, and creativity. The judges 
then decided which chefs were “chopped,” or eliminated, from the competition. Chef 
Tan won over the judges with his Hawaiian-style New England Clam Bake. 
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Minerva Hohaia, Hawaii ('70)
Minerva worked as a student assistant 
to the secretary of the President of CCH 
around 1968. She didn’t mind answering 
the phone but she was so scared that her 
pidgeon English could come thru so she 
spoke slowly. She didn’t want to mess up 
the opportunity to attend CCH and work 
in the President’s office. She was accept-
ed to college on a trial basis for Hawaiian 
students to have a chance to further their 
education. At the time CCH was admitting 
some local students but they had to prove 
themselves with good grades. Going home 
was not an option for Minerva. She worked 
hard and overcame many challenges to 
graduate from CCH, the first in her family 
to earn a degree. Since then, her children 
have also attended BYU–Hawaii. 

Sharyn M. Asuao, USA ('77)
Sharyn attended Church College of Hawaii 
from 1970-1973 before serving a full-time 
mission in the California Los Angeles Mis-

sion. She later returned to complete her 
degree in accounting. As a young mother, 
Sharyn supported her husband’s return 
to his native homeland of Samoa to work 
in the Church Educational System there, 
where they raised their family. She taught 
youth in the CES program for eight years. 
They then moved to American Samoa 
where she taught in elementary schools. 

Melva Jessie Thomas McKenzi
USA ('89)
Melva is currently living in Mountain 
Home, Idaho, and is “very definitely re-
tired.” She served three years in Guang-
zhou, PRC with BYU's (Provo) China 
Teachers Program, teaching at the Guang-
dong University of Foreign Studies. She is 
currently serving as a ward music director 
and first counselor in her ward’s Relief So-
ciety. She has two children who have given 
her eleven grandchildren. Her husband, 
Roger I. McKenzie, former BYU–Hawaii 
Professor, died November 18, 2010.

Larry Purcell, Samoa ('90)
Larry served his mission in Samoa Apia 
mission in 1980-1982. After attending 
BYU–Hawaii he was able to teach high 
school to support his family. From there he 
was hired at the American Samoa Commu-
nity College where he works as a faculty. 
He has served in various church positions 
including Stake Young Men’s President, 
Stake Executive Secretary and a Counsel-
or in the Bishopric. One lesson he learned 
at BYU–Hawaii was to depend on the Lord 
and have faith in Him.

Pauline S. Masaniai, Hawaii ('91)
After graduating as a History-Government 
major, Pauline taught at Kahuku High and 
Intermediate School (KHIS), worked as 
vice principal at KHIS and Kailua High, 
and served as principal at Kahuku Elemen-
tary for 10 years. Most recently, Pauline 
started a new position as principal at KHIS 
in December 2013, where she serves and 
supports the students, with a strong em-
phasis on academic preparation for con-
tinuing education. 

Leilani Lopez, USA ('95)
Leilani currently works for Litz & Compa-
ny PC, a small accounting company in Roy, 
Utah. She specializes in individual and 
business tax returns as well as financial 
audits for small companies and nonprofit 
organizations. She loves reading and play-
ing racquetball with her husband. They 
have five children who are all dancers with 
Ili O Polynesia in Layton, Utah. The boys 
all love dancing Samoan fire knife.

Sheena Fitzgerald Alaiasa, 
Hawaii ('95) 
Sheena was appointed principal of Kame-
hameha Schools Kapalama (Oahu, Hawaii) 
in April 2015. She was recognized in 2014 as 
“Principal of the Year” by the National As-
sociation of Secondary School Principals. 
She has previously served as principal of 
Castle High School and King Intermediate 
School in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Ricky Pudja Mak, Indonesia ('98) 
Realizing the unstable condition of the 
economy and politics in Indonesia, Ricky 
had planned to stay in the US after grad-
uation. However, in 1999, a church calling 

changed his life’s direction. President Ev-
ans, a counselor in his Stake Presidency 
extended a calling to Ricky on the High 
Council. In the interview, President Evans 
mentioned that this calling was extended 
to Ricky so he could learn and develop lead-
ership skills in order to build the church 
in Indonesia. It was in that moment that 
Ricky made the decision to return home 
to serve. Since then he has served in vari-
ous positions including District President, 
High Councilor and currently as Bishop. In 
addition Ricky was hired as a Manager in 
the Self-Reliance Service Center. One im-
portant lesson Ricky learned while at BYU–
Hawaii is that obedience brings blessings.

Maren Ou Yang, USA ('00)
Maren is a stay-at-home mom in Boise, 
Idaho. Right after graduation from BYU–
Hawaii, she served a mission in Rosario, 
Argentina. Afterwards, she worked as an 
English teacher in Hong Kong. When she 
returned to the U.S., she met her husband 
Paul Ou Yang. She went on to receive a 
Master’s of Education degree in bilingual 
and ENL (English as a New Language) from 
Boise State University in 2009, right before 
the birth of their daughter Belén. Their son 
Matías was born in 2012. 

Yvonne Tembo, South Africa ('01)
Yvonne served in the Colorado Denver 
North Mission. After returning home she 
has always had opportunities to serve in 
the church. She is currently serving as Pri-
mary teacher and Institute teacher. Yvonne 
works as a Program Coordinator for the 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University. 

Brian Kinghorn, USA ('01)
Brian received his Ph.D. in Education Psy-
chology and Education Technology from 
Michigan State University in July 2013. He 
developed and piloted a Psychology of So-
cial Media course at BYU–Hawaii during 
Summer 2014, which was featured in the 
Observer, a prominent trade publication.

Isaac Nef, USA ('03)
Isaac recently received his second consec-
utive yearly award as Best Acupuncturist 
in the city of Glendale, California. He re-
ceived his master’s in Oriental Medicine 
in 2010. His wife Stephanie (Special Edu-
cation ’03) received her master’s in Special 

Education in 2011 and has spent 11 years 
teaching special education. They wel-
comed their first baby in November 2014.

Jason K.C. Leung, Hong Kong ('06)
Despite obstacles and family challenges, 
Jason served a mission in the California 
San Francisco Mission in both English & 
Mandarin areas. He finished his Inter-
national Business Management degree 
at BYU–Hawaii after his mission. Jason’s 
greatest achievement is meeting Karri 
Lam, who also studied at BYU–Hawaii. 
They were married and sealed in the Hong 
Kong Temple, and have a four-year-old son, 
Jayden. Shortly after graduation, Jason 
worked in Savills (Hong Kong) Limited, 
which is a real estate company. In 2014, Ja-
son began working for the LDS Church as 
a Real Estate Project Manager, responsible 
for church property acquisitions and leas-
es for the countries in southeast Asia. He 
is currently the Elders Quorum President, 
and Karri is the Young Women President in 
Pok Fu Lam Ward in Hong Kong.

Edward Rossback, USA ('06)
Edward passed the Washington State 
Bar Exam and was admitted as an attor-
ney licensed to practice in the courts of 
Washington State and in the United States 
District Court for the Western District of 
Washington. He represents individuals in 
adoption and bankruptcy cases.

Allison Williams, USA ('07)
Allison graduated from the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa’s William S. Richardson 
School of Law in August 2014. While at-
tending school, she worked at the Legal Aid 
Society of Hawaii and the University of Ha-
waii’s Women’s Center, bringing awareness 
to topics such as dating violence, assault, 
and stalking. She is currently studying to 
take the Bar Exam in Arizona.

Kristine Speer, Germany ('10)
After graduating, Kristine worked as a 
bookkeeper in Seattle. She then moved to 
London in 2012 to receive her Master’s of 
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Belenda Misalucha Espiritu, USA ('89)
.........................................................................................

After graduation, Belenda worked as Employment Specialist for WordPerfect 
Corporation (Orem, UT) and Job Service (Provo, UT) during the early part of mar-
riage while her husband finished degree at BYU (Provo). She became a stay-at-home 
mom to raise her six children. She recently returned to the workforce, currently 
working as director of human resources for Independence Rehab, LLC, a physical, 
speech, and occupational therapy organization. 

Michael Sarafian, Australia ('01)
........................................................................................

Michael served his mission in Perth, Australia, in 1995-1996. As a graduate of 
BYU–Hawaii, he has carried the Aloha Spirit with him wherever he goes. When he 
is discouraged, he thinks about his obligation to carry the Aloha Spirit and spread 
goodness and happiness. This has helped him be a better father and to serve in 
leadership positions in the Church, in his community, and in his employment. He 
currently owns a business that provides memorial stationary. He also serves in the 
Church as a young single adult advisor and a high priest group instructor. He re-
members when he proposed to his wife Ann in front of Hale 5 with the full moon 
shining. She continues to impact his life for good.
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Science with distinction in international 
accounting at Royal Holloway University. 
She and her three-year-old daughter now 
live in Frankfurt, Germany, where she 
works for the Church in the Europe Area 
office as a government reporting and com-
pliance officer. 

Lucas Alves, Brazil ('10)
Lucas came to BYU–Hawaii as a non-mem-
ber on a basketball scholarship. On Nov. 
21, 2009, he was baptized. A year later, he 
was sealed to his sweetheart Vanessa in 
the Salt Lake Temple and they now have a 
daughter, Lia. Lucas plays professionally 
for CEUB, Brasilia. He says that as a profes-
sional player, he has the chance to interact 
with non-members which helps him grow 
in his testimony as he shares his convic-
tions. He is currently serving as the second 
counselor in the Young Men’s presidency 
in his ward. 

Kealohilani Wallace, Hawaii ('10)
Kealohilani grew up in Hawaii and grad-
uated from Kahuku High School before 
earning her degree in International Busi-
ness Management at BYU–Hawaii. Kealo-
hilani has decided to share her talent and 
influence with others through her writing. 
She is the author of Half-Hearts Trilogy 
and realeased the first book of the series 
in 2014. The purpose of the trilogy is to 
pass on good morals in a mainstream way 
so readers can benefit from the true prin-
ciples in her stories. More at www.half-
hearts.com. 

George Lo, Canada ('11)
After working as a real estate consultant 
for many years in Hong Kong and Canada, 
George decided to attend BYU–Hawaii to 
pursue a degree in TESOL Education. He 
was proud to tell everyone while he was 
there that BYU–Hawaii was a “father, son, 
and daughter” school to him because his 
family studied here at the same time for a 
while. His wife Connie also took some on-
line classes and volunteered at the PCC. In 
2010, she was chosen to make a Hawaiian 
quilt for President and Sister Monson. Af-
ter graduation, George is back to his real 
estate business in Vancouver, Canada. He 
also organizes ESL summer camps and 
programs for students from Asia to gain 
Canadian cultural experiences. 

Nathan & Katie Williams, USA ('11)
Nathan graduated with a degree in Inter-
disciplinary Studies with a minor in Eco-
nomics. After graduation, he took a po-
sition at Goldman Sachs. However, after 
feeling like the job was not for him, Nathan 
founded Kinfolk, an indie design maga-
zine, with his wife Katie Searle-Williams 
(Intercultural Studies, '11). Kinfolk has an 
international circulation – with follow-
ers in Japan, Russia, and China –  and has 
worked with local business in more than 
250 cities around the world. 

Chun Wan Jeffrey Lai, Hong Kong ('03)
............................................................................................

After graduating, Chun married Chui Ying Irene Li ('06) in December 2003, and 
while waiting for his wife to graduate from BYU–Hawaii, Chun attended the Univer-
sity of Hawaii at Manoa for a Master’s of Science degree. Their first child was born 
several months before both they graduated in 2006. Unfortunately, their son Jit Ching 
Joanah Lai was diagnosed with epilepsy. During this difficult time, they moved to 
Provo, Utah, for Chun’s doctoral and post-doctoral schooling at BYU (Provo). Their 
second and third children were born in 2007 and 2010 while Chun was actively re-
searching in the department of Biochemistry. During Chun’s final year of Ph.D. study, 
Jit received surgery to correct his epilepsy, and after much prayer and fasting, he was 
cured. By the end of his post-doctoral study, Chun received an offer from the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong to perform research in their gastrointestinal genetic research lab. 
Currently, he continues to use his knowledge and experience to perform computa-
tional and biochemical research.
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Share your story
Tell us what’s new with your 
life, your family and your 
career.

Email: alumni@byuh.edu

1

2 3

4

6

987

5

1 Donors and friends of BYU–Hawaii "pull together" in a traditional Hukilau at the Fall 2014 Genuine Gold Society gathering. 2 Women’s soccer kicks it up a 
notch at a home game. 3 Foodfest brings the best of the culinary offerings from dozens of countries. 4 A student enjoys a ride to class using one of the most 
preferred forms of transportation among the student body. 5 Judges for the Fall 2014 Great Ideas video competition pause for a quick 'shaka' - L-R: David 
Archuleta, Spencer Taggart, Devin Graham, and Stuart Edge. 6 The PCC is a great place to gather with friends and family. 7 Vai and Keala Sikahema share a 
smile with friends Sosina Feinga and Kathy Pulotu after their Devotional on August 26, 2014. 8 Students find time to study and catch up on friendships in the 
commons area of the Heber J. Grant building. 9 The Yamagatas, long-time supporters of BYU–Hawaii, attend an international film festival on campus. 
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“We can be confident that the Lord is guid-
ing the discovery and implementation of new 
knowledge and truth, whether it be in the field 
of medicine, engineering, economics, or social 
science. He is both able and willing to reveal all 
things for the purpose of furthering His work 
and building His kingdom. It is certainly a bless-
ing to be at one of His universities at this unique 
and special time, when the Lord is hastening 
this work.”

President Steven C. Wheelwright 
BYU–Hawaii Devotional, September 16, 2014 


