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China’s lost girls 

Quiz 

Instructions:  

1. Print out these questions and obtain a copy of the DVD from the LC front desk. 

2. Watch the video and write the answers to the questions on the answer sheet that 

you printed.  

3. WHEN YOU COMPLETE THIS QUIZ PLEASE RETURN THE 

COMPLETED ANSWER SHEET TO THE LC FRONT DESK. 

Summary:   

To curb the country’s exploding population, China limits most families to one 

child, or in certain circumstances, two children. Due to cultural, social, and economic 

factors, traditional preference leans towards boys, so girls are often hidden, aborted, or 

abandoned. As a result, thousands of girls end up in orphanages across China. Today, 

more than one-quarter of all babies adopted from abroad by American families come 

from China-and nearly all are girls. Lisa Ling joins some of these families as they travel 

to China to meet their new daughters for the first time.  

Vocabulary:  Main vocabulary that is used in the DVD.   

1. Prostitution (noun) - the act or practice of providing sexual services to another 

person in return for payment. 

Ex) The prostitution of woman is a significant problem in several countries. 

2. Abortion (noun) - A medical operation to end a pregnancy so that the baby is not 

born alive. 

Ex) She decided she did not want to have a child so she had an abortion. 

3. Abduct (verb) - To take someone away by force; kidnap. 

Ex) The woman abducted by two men she did not know. 

4. Proactive (adj.) - Making things happen or change rather than reacting to events 

Ex) The company took a proactive approach to staffing requirements and hired 

more employees before it go to busy. 

5. Orphanage (noun) - A large house where children who have no parents live and 

are taken care of. 

Ex) He was raised in an orphanage after both of his parents were killed.  

Questions to Answer: 

1. Why were thousands of Chinese girls aborted, hidden and abandoned? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

2. According to the DVD, Marissa was abandoned in China and adopted by the 

Holler family. Why did they take her back to China? 

Answer the question here:  

 



3. When Chinese couples get married they usually want to have a boy.  Name one 

reason why. 

Answer the question here:  

 

4. How did Haley describe her adoption? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

5. What happens if Chinese couples have more than one baby? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

6. Why did the Guangdong village leader think that people mainly prefer boys? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

7. According to the DVD, there was a couple who paid for a second daughter. When 

the wife got pregnant, what did her husband say to her? 

Answer the question here:  

  

 

8. How were abandoned babies in the market found? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

9. Grace said that being adopted could sometimes be annoying. Why did she feel 

this way? 

Answer the question here:  

 

  

10. How did China’s population and family planning commission describe what 

would happen if there were not enough girls? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

11. According to the DVD, what are some things that could result from gender 

imbalance? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

 

12. In the DVD, the woman who was rescued from Mongol could not bring her son 

because her husband family did not let her. How did she feel about it? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 



13. Why did Lily feel that she was happy? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

 

14. Denise Holler, the mother of Marissa visited the park where she was left. Why did 

she decide to go there? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

15. When Marissa’s mother put the poster on the wall, a person in the crowd said that 

he felt disgraced. What was the reason? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

 

16. When Marissa went to see her foster mother, her foster mother seemed a little bit 

sad. What was the reason? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

17. Many parents were not interested in meeting the foster mothers. In spite of this, 

why did the Holler family decide to meet Marissa’s foster mother? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

 

18. The Chinese Government realized that growing gender imbalance was becoming 

a problem. To solve this problem, what did the Government do? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

19. Even though through ultrasound doctors can find out the gender of baby, why 

didn’t doctors in China let the parents know? 

Answer the question here:  

 

 

20. What is a problem that children without brothers or sisters have in current 

Chinese society? Explain it in your own words. 

Answer the question here:  
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