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Education




Ph.D. in Literature, University of California, San Diego (UCSD), 2003



Dissertation Title:
“‘On the Far Side of Revenge’: Reconciliation and Classical Appropriation in Postcolonial Literature” 



Examination Fields:
“20th Century British and Anglophone Postcolonial Literature and Theory”

“The Journey in Literature and Theory from Classical Antiquity to the Present”


M.A. in English, Brigham Young University (BYU), 1998



Double Emphasis:  Later British Literature, Creative Writing

Thesis:
“Language and Identity, the Caribbean Islands and the British Center: The Pulling of the Poles in the Lives and Works of Derek Walcott and V. S. Naipaul.”


B.A. with Honors in English and University Honors, BYU, 1997



Honors Thesis: “Guyana Stories.”
Awards




Alcuin Fellowship in General Education, 2017-2022

English Department Teaching Award, 2009
Scholarship (2003 - Present)

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles and Book Chapters Published or Accepted for Publication
“Biswas Before Biswas: Plotlines and Perspectives from the Chaguanas Correspondent.” Seepersad and Sons: Naipaulian Synergies, edited by J. Vijay Maharaj, Peepal Tree, 2019, pp. 50-59. 
“Walcott, Joyce, and Planetary Modernisms.” Caribbean Quarterly 64.3-4 (2018): 140-158. 
“Diasporic Transnationalism in Zoe Wicomb’s The One That Got Away and October.” Research in African Literatures 48.4 (2017): 155-174.  
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Conrad, The Times, and Some Explorers.” Conradiana: A Journal of Joseph Conrad Studies 44.2-3 (2012): 91-125. Print.
“Area of Enigma: V. S. Naipaul and the East Indian Revival in Trinidad.” ARIEL: A Review of International English Literature 41.2 (2010): 23-45. Print.
“Making Space for the Marvelous: Practical Postcolonial Utopias.” Interdisciplinary Humanities 27.2 (2010): 79-93. Print.
“V. S. Naipaul and the 1946 Trinidad General Election.” Twentieth-Century Literature 55.1 (2009): 1-35. Print.
“Contemporizing Black Athena: Walcott’s Odyssey and the Articulation of Classical-Postcolonial Alliances.” SARGASSO: A Journal of Caribbean Literature, Language and Culture 2007-08, 1, (2008): 39-56. Print.



“Naipaul’s Children: Representations of Humor and Ruin in Miguel Street.” Journal of Caribbean Literatures 5.2 (2008): 47-59. Print.
“Soyinka, Tutu, and the Globalization of African Humanism.” JALA: Journal of the African Literature Association 1.1 (2007): 88-104. Print.
“Exploiting El Dorado: Subalternity and the Environment.” Journal of Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies 13.2-14.1 (2006-2007): 38-58. Print.
“Evolution of ‘The Enemy’: Surveying the V. and S. Naipaul Correspondence.” New Literatures Review 44 (2005): 43-62. Print.
Peer-Reviewed Conference Proceedings
“Lifting ‘The Yoke of the Wrong Name’: How Walcott Uses Character Names to Negotiate a Positive Afro-Caribbean Diasporic Identity in Omeros.” African Diasporas: Ancestors, Migrations and Boundaries. Ed. Robert Cancel and Winifred Woodhull. African Lit. Assoc. Annual Ser. 14. Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press, 2008. 70-79. Print.
Book Reviews
Rev. of Of Africa, by Wole Soyinka. JALA: Journal of the African Literature Association 7.2 (2013): 189-193. Print.
“Articulating the ‘Worlds’ of Wole Soyinka.” Rev. of Conversations with Wole Soyinka, ed. Biodun Jeyifo. ALA Bulletin: A Publication of the African Literature Association 29.1/2 (Winter/Spring 2003): 32-36; reprinted 30.1 (Summer 2005): 155-159. Print.
Professional Presentations (2003 - Present)


Invited Presentations
“Seepersad Naipaul: Journalist Extraordinaire.” NALIS (National Library of Trinidad and Tobago) and Friends of Mr. Biswas NGO. National Library, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. 9 October 2014.  Guest Lecture.
International Conferences
“The Epistolary Vitality of Vido and Pa.” International Virtual Literary Conference: The Literature of Trinidad and Tobago: 1980-2020. Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, and Online, September 2020. 

“Bandung Reformism in the Trinidadian Sphere of Seepersad Naipaul.” 19th Annual Conference of the Modernist Studies Association. Amsterdam, Netherlands, August 2017. 
“Walcott, Joyce, and Planetary Modernisms.” Irish-Caribbean Connections: An Interdisciplinary Conference, Cork, Ireland, July 2016.

“Biswas Before Biswas: Plotlines and Perspectives from the Chaguanas Correspondent.” Seepersad and Sons: Naipaulian Creative Synergies, St. Augustine, Trinidad, October 2015.

“Zoë Wicomb’s The One That Got Away and October: Tracing New Trajectories in African Diasporic Literature.” 40th Annual Conference of the African Literature Association, Johannesburg, South Africa, April 2014.

“Dynamic Ethnicity and the Gurudeva Collection.” 30th Anniversary Conference on West Indian Literature, St. Augustine, Trinidad, Oct. 2011. 
“Soyinka, Tutu, and the Globalization of African Humanism.” 33rd Annual Conference of the African Literature Association, Accra, Ghana, May 2006.

 “Ulysses and the Politics of Postcolonial Reconciliation.” Bloomsday 100: 19th International James Joyce Symposium, Dublin, Ireland, June 2004.

“Contemporizing Black Athena: Soyinka, Walcott and the Discourse of Postcolonial Appropriation.” 29th Annual Conference of the African Literature Association, Alexandria, Egypt, March 2003.
National Conferences
“Achebe Among the Moderns.” 43rd Annual Conference of the African Literature Association. New Haven, CT, June 2017.
“Planetarity and the Use of Embedded Stories by Achebe and Other Writers of Modernity.” 59th Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association, Washington, DC, November 2016. 

“Diasporic Transnationalism in Zoe Wicomb’s The One That Got Away and October.” 58th Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association, San Diego, CA, November 2015. 

“Seepersad Naipaul and Benign Neglect in the Digital Age.” 40th Annual Conference of the Caribbean Studies Association. New Orleans, LA, May 2015.
“Soyinka’s Of Africa: Efficacy of Memoir and Essay.” 39th Annual Conference of the African Literature Association. Charleston, SC, March 2013.

“Tariffs to Stop Slave Raids: The Ethics of Interested Humanitarianism in Heart of Darkness and The Times.” 38th Annual Conference of the African Literature Association. Dallas, TX, April 2012.
“Walcott’s Dolphins.” 36th Annual Conference of the African Literature Association. Tucson, AR, March 2010.

“Seepersad Naipaul and the East Indian Revival in Trinidad.” American Comparative Literature Association Annual Conference, Cambridge, MA, March 2009.

“‘Poisonous to Europeans’: Henry Stanley and the Contaminated Congo of Heart of Darkness.” 34th Annual Conference of the African Literature Association, Macomb, IL, April 2008. 

“Articulating Alliances: Bypassing England in Walcott’s Odyssey and Omeros.” 32nd Annual Conference of the African Literature Association, Morgantown, WV, March 2007.

“Diasporic Dublin: Mediations of Community in Ithaca.” 2005 North American James Joyce Conference, Ithaca, NY, June 2005.

“‘The Truth of Wounded Memories’: Literary Representations and the TRC.” 31st Annual Conference of the African Literature Association, Boulder, CO, April 2005.

“Writing Ritual: The Language of Reconciliation in Walcott’s Omeros.” 30th Annual Conference of the African Literature Association, Madison, WI, April 2004.

“A Rather Antiquated ‘Post’: Contemporary Writers Appropriate Greek Classics in an Intriguing Post-Secular Rhetorical Move.” American Comparative Literature Association Annual Conference, San Marcos, CA, April 2003.

Regional and Local Conferences
“Biswas Abroad: Intra-Island Migration and Artistic Realization in Naipaul.” Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association, Snowbird, UT, Oct. 2009. 

“Seepersad Naipaul: Postcolonial Precursor.” Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association, Reno, NV, Oct. 2008. 

“Naipaul’s Trinidad: Quarrying the 1946 Trinidadian General Election.” Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association, Calgary, Canada, Oct. 2007.
“Reconciliation on the ‘Due Installments Plan’: From Joyce’s Ulysses to Heaney’s The Cure at Troy.” Brigham Young University 5th Literature and Belief Symposium, Provo, UT, March 2004. 

Citizenship







Departmental Service

Member, Rank and Status Committee, 2017-present

Member, Executive Committee for the Africana Studies Minor, 2018-present 


Course Coordinator for English 495: The Senior Seminar, 2017-2019

Lead Mentor for Undergraduate Advisement, English Department, 2015-2017


Graduate Coordinator, English Department, 2012-2015


Member, English Department Graduate Committee (British Section Representative), 2010 - 2012


Course Coordinator for English 316: Technical Communication, 2008 - 2010


Course Coordinator for English 292: British Literary History 2, 2004 - 2008


Member, English Department Teaching Committee, 2003 – 2008


University Service
Guest Lecturer, BYU Undergraduate class on Preparing for Graduate School. Nov. 5, 2012.

Guest Panelist, BYU-Idaho Pre-Professional Conference. Rexburg, ID. Oct. 24-25, 2012.

Panel Participant, Thinking Aloud. BYU Radio Program on Achebe’s Things Fall Apart. Broadcast June 6, 2011. 

Panel Discussant, Kennedy Center Inquiry Conference, BYU, March 2014.

Service to the Profession
Moderator, Non-Fiction Panel, International Virtual Literary Conference: The Literature of Trinidad and Tobago: 1980-2020, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, and Online, September 2020. 

Member, Planning & Organizing Committee, and Opening Ceremony MC, Seepersad and Sons: Naipaulian Creative Synergies, St. Augustine, Trinidad, October 2015.

Reader/Reviewer for Twentieth-Century Literature and Research in African Literatures.
Teaching


Courses Taught
ENGL 236: Tolkien

ENGL 251: Fundamentals of Literary Interpretation and Criticism

ENGL 292: British Literary History 2: Romantic Period to the Present

ENGL 295: Writing Literary Criticism

ENGL 316: Technical Writing

ENGL 376: English Literature From 1890 to 1950: The Modern Period


ENGL 380: English Literature from 1950 to the Present: The Contemporary Period


ENGL 384R: James Joyce


ENGL 397R: African Literature


ENGL 397R: Literatures of India


ENGL 397R: Postcolonial Literature


ENGL 495: Senior Seminar on Postcolonial Appropriation 


ENGL 495: Senior Seminar on Caribbean Literature


ENGL 495: Senior Seminar on Planetary Modernisms

ENGL 622R: James Joyce


ENGL 629R: Subaltern Studies


ENGL 629R: Nation and Migration


ENGL 630R: Planetary Modernisms


ENGL 658R: Postcolonial Theory and English Literature


ENGL 680: Studies in Contemporary Literature: Postcolonial Literature


Honors 101: Late Summer Honors


IAS 201R: Cultural Survey—India

M.A. and Honors Theses
Reader:
Lizzie Belnap. “‘Ireland. I was born here.’ Irish Nationalism and Modernist Eugenics in Joyce’s Ulysses.” MA Thesis. Expected completion Winter 2021.
Chair:
Jessica Johnson. “The Legacy of Didactic Discipline: Manhood, Mutiny, and Moral Authority in Captain Marryat’s Midshipman Novels.” MA Thesis. Expected completion Winter 2021.
Reader: 
Megan Myers. “Becoming Faramir: Escapism as Responsibility Through Adaptation Lenses in J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings.” MA Thesis. Expected completion Winter 2020. 
Chair:
Drew Chandler. “1930s “Gold Digger” Films and #MeToo: Collaging Modernist Moments.” MA Thesis. Defended May 2019.
Chair:
Jacob Shumway. “The Humanizing Influences of Humor in Andrea Levy’s Small Island.” MA Thesis. Defended June 2018. 
Reader:
Marissa Compton. “A Living River: Ritualized Rebirth and Maternal Claiming in The Famished Road.” MA Thesis. Defended May 2017.

Reader:

Kylie McQuarrie. “Sacred Bodies, Sacred Objects: The Matter of Female Spirituality in Purple Hibiscus.” MA Thesis. Defended March 2015.

Reader:

Marinda Quist. “Representations of Victims and Perpetrators in Edwidge Danticat’s The Dew Breaker.” MA Thesis. Defended May 2014.


Reader:

Gerrit van Dyk. “Using the Classics to Connect: Community and Katabasis in Heaney’s Human Chain.” MA Thesis. Defended February 2013.

Reader:

Crystal Radley. “The Book of Kaeo: Memoirs of a Third Culture Kid.” MA Thesis. Defended March 2013.

Reader:

Kelsy Mortensen. “Telling the Story of Resistance: Trujillo Narratives as Ways to Resist.” MA Thesis. Defended April 2012.

Reader: 
Andrew Merrill. “The Poetics of a Dominican Holocaust and the Aestheticization of Witness in In the Time of the Butterflies.” MA Thesis. Defended February 2012.

Reader:

Ashley Walton. “Power by Possession: The Function of Collecting in The Agüero Sisters.” MA Thesis. Defended March 2012.

Reader:

Leigh Meister. “An Analysis of Anglo/Indian Relations in Colonial British Literature: E.M. Forster's A Passage to India and Rudyard Kipling's Kim.” Honors Thesis. Defended March 2012.

Reader:

Marie Horne. “Narrative Authority and Hawthorne.” MA Thesis. Defended 2009. 


Chair: 

Leah Jordana Aston. “‘Miserablest People in the World’: Convict Book History and Australia’s Literary Legacy.” MA Thesis. Defended 2009.


Reader:

Anna Bailey. “A Reassessment of James Joyce’s Female Characters.” M.A. Thesis. Defended 2008.


Reader:

Raj Chetty. “As American as Samosas: Dehypenating American Identity in Lahiri and Mukherjee.” M. A. Thesis. Defended 2006.


Reader:

Emily Harris. “To England and Back Again: A Collection of Essays and Short Stories.” Honors Thesis. Defended 2006.

Chair: 

Colin Bridges Smith. “Rainbow Nation’s Ubuntu: Discovering Distinctness as a Spectrum in Three South African Novels.” Honors Thesis. Defended 2005.


Reader:

Amy Glauser Bankhead. “The Translator’s (In)visibility in Ann Patchett’s Bel Canto.” 






M.A. Thesis. Defended 2005.


Reader:

Trevor Barrett. “Individual Will Versus Social Conformity: The Use of Nature in E.M. Forster’s A Room with a View, T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land, and Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway.” M.A. Thesis. Defended 2005.

Field Studies Overseeing Professor
I served as mentor professor for twelve Field Studies students who have completed special sections of Engl. 358R: Ethnic and Regional Literatures in connection with their research abroad. Eight of these students have lived and studied in South Africa, and seven in India. 

