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I have had a dream—I have seen Temple Hill filled with 

buildings—great temples of learning, and I have decided 

to remain and do my part in contributing to the fulfill-

ment of that dream. —Karl G. Maeser

It is fitting that this photograph of the Karl G. Maeser statue, flanked by the pil-

lars of his namesake building, is featured in the printed materials for the 2016 

University Conference. Maeser’s personal contributions to the establishment of 

Brigham Young Academy are an inspiration. His work provided the pillars that 

we now are building upon with our own contributions on this sacred ground.

One example is Mark Philbrick, who has seen more than four decades of 

university history through his camera lens. As BYU’s first full-time university 

photographer, Mark has been officially capturing BYU since 1976. During those 

40 years he has taken hundreds of thousands of pictures—including this one—

that create a rich portrait of BYU. Mark will retire this month.

Remembering More Than Names

The names of Karl G. Maeser and Abraham O. Smoot are more than familiar 

to BYU faculty and staff members. Perhaps it is even a cultural requirement 

to know them in order to work at the university. The contributions of these men 

to the foundation of BYU are well heralded and well deserved, and every year 

we remember them by bestowing awards in their names during each university 

conference.

Loretta C. Gledhill, Muriel Thole, Ben E. Lewis, Fred A. Schwendiman—these 

people and countless others have also given of their lives to BYU in significant 

and dedicated ways. Though their names and their specific contributions are 

less well known, they are no less significant. We also give awards to honor and 

remember them and their dedicated service to the university.

In addition to these names, in this booklet there are the names of 39 of your 

colleagues. Over this past year and throughout their careers, these awardees—

professors, nurses, directors, secretaries, editors, technicians—have found, in 

the simpleness of a daily vocation, significant ways to contribute to the univer-

sity. We recognize each one of them and thank them for helping us remember 

our foundations and build on new opportunities.

university conference committee

Brent W. Webb (administrative advisor), Matthew O. Richardson (advancement advisor),  

Elaine Alger (administrative assistant), Jim Kasen (chair), Julie Hatchett, Emily Hellewell,  

Dani Higham, Christine Holliman, Laura Holt, Scott Kavanaugh, Taft Kaze, Ray Lines,  

Jeff McClellan, Bruce Patrick, Clark Pew, Janae Pickard, Kirk Rich, Will Terrace, and Lois Williams.

cover photograph

University conference speeches can be accessed at speeches.byu.edu and 

are available approximately four weeks following the conference.

Program design by BYU Publications & Graphics. Photography by BYU Photo. Printed by BYU Print and Mail.
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Brent D. Slife is the Richard L. Evans Chair of Religious Understand-

ing and a professor in the Department of Psychology. His interests and 

expertise range broadly across contemporary psychology, and his work 

has bridged important conceptual divides in contemporary theory and 

practice, opening up new areas of inquiry. Brent’s critical focus and 

clarity of thought and expression have significantly impacted the direc-

tion of scholarly discourse in psychology and have provided a source 

of intellectual and spiritual inspiration for his students and colleagues. 

With an uncompromising commitment to critical inquiry, masterful 

teaching, and Christian faith, Brent represents the very best of what it 

means to be a member of the BYU faculty.

Karl G. Maeser Distinguished Faculty Lecturer Award
This award, BYU’s most prestigious faculty award, is provided through  

the generosity of the Karl G. Maeser Scholarship Society. The recipient must have  

demonstrated clear superiority in both scholarship and teaching.
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Brent D. Slife
psychology
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Richard S. Piccolo coordinates the cleaning of the Ezra Taft Benson and 

Joseph K. Nicholes Buildings. The Benson Building is now 20 years old, 

but it feels new because of the spotless appearance that Richard works 

so hard to maintain. Cheerful, friendly, and hardworking, he holds him-

self and his staff to high standards, seeks to meet everyone’s needs, and 

cares deeply about his student employees. Richard has worked at BYU 

for 37 years. He understands that his work affects the work of others, 

and he is committed to the mission of the university. As a result, he sees 

his job as the builder of a cathedral, not just as a stonecutter.

Julie L. Franklin has served as director of Residence Life since 1998 and 

has worked in BYU Housing since she came to the university in 1989. 

Most recently Julie has managed the new Heritage Halls buildings proj-

ect, spending countless hours at the construction site reviewing plans 

and overseeing every stage of the process. She also directs the activities 

of the thousands of students who live in on-campus housing and is the 

department’s go-to problem solver. She has a deep respect for sacred 

resources and budgets carefully. Truly a benefit to the BYU community, 

Julie is an excellent team member and a dedicated employee.

Ben E. Lewis Management Award
This award recognizes an administrative employee  

for outstanding management abilities.

Fred A. Schwendiman Performance Award
This award recognizes a staff employee for exemplary contributions  

to the university through consistent and superior service.

Julie L. Franklin
residence life

Richard S. Piccolo
custodial shop



2 0 1 6  u n i v e r s i t y  c o n f e r e n c e 2 0 1 6  u n i v e r s i t y  c o n f e r e n c e

President’s Appreciation Award
This award recognizes staff and administrative personnel  

for exceptional service, creativity, and competence.

As coordinator of academic 

contracts, Karen E. Cottle 

plays a vital role in helping 

the Department of Evening 

Classes further the univer-

sity’s mission. She excels 

in working with others 

and empowers them with 

information and confidence 

to move forward on their 

own. Karen is innovative in 

solving problems and keeps 

students’ needs as her top 

priority.

Karen E. Cottle
evening classes

In his 21 years at the uni-

versity, Charles H. Feilbach 

IV (Chad) has become a 

trusted expert in the areas of 

human resources, identity 

management, information 

technology, and the use of 

technology to streamline 

business processes. He 

has impacted much of the 

campus community through 

his forward thinking, strong 

work ethic, respect for others, 

and effectiveness in achiev-

ing results.

Christine E. Holliman has 

worked with thousands of 

international guests, Gen-

eral Authorities, and others 

during their visits to campus. 

She strives to involve univer-

sity administrators, faculty 

members, and students in 

meaningful ways during 

these visits and consistently 

demonstrates integrity, 

respect, patience, commit-

ment, and professionalism.

Charles H. Feilbach IV
administrative solutions

Christine E. Holliman
university relations

As executive editor at the 

Religious Studies Center,  

R. Devan Jensen has helped 

increase annual publica-

tions from two books in 2001 

to 14 books, two scholarly 

journals, a magazine, and 

a robust website in 2015. 

Devan helps manage the 

publication process—all 

while following tight sched-

ules and meeting quality 

standards—and has trained 

and supervised more than  

60 students.

R. Devan Jensen
religious studies center

Margaret J. McCabe has been 

the secretary for the Depart-

ment of Sociology for 17 

years, during which time she 

has helped ease the tran-

sitions of four department 

chairs. Margaret manages 

financial accounts, schedules 

recruitment visits, works 

with the chairs to schedule 

classes, oversees several 

student secretaries, and per-

forms mundane tasks in ways 

that exceed expectations.

As a nurse at the MTC Health 

Clinic, Ellen G. Page gives to 

those in need and inspires 

others to be better. This year 

she implemented a screening 

process to avoid unnecessar-

ily medicating foreign mis-

sionaries and consequently 

saved the MTC thousands 

of dollars. Ellen’s bright and 

happy attitude is infectious. 

She is always early to work 

and doesn’t stop until the  

job is done.

Margaret J. McCabe
sociology

Ellen G. Page
mtc health clinic
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Colleen G. Tingey has worked 

for more than 11 years as 

supervisor of the Nursing 

Learning Center, where 

she schedules the labs and 

clinical simulations and 

scenarios. Colleen excels in 

organizational management 

and draws on her solid nurs-

ing background to under-

stand and anticipate the 

center’s complex needs. Stu-

dents often seek her expert 

opinion and assistance.

Colleen G. Tingey
nursing

Bart F. Whitehead serves in 

the Science Support Shop 

as the resident electrical 

engineer, providing support 

for maintaining and building 

scientific instruments. His 

efforts have saved the depart-

ment tens of thousands of 

dollars. Bart works patiently 

with students who come 

to him with unreasonable 

demands. He is dependable, 

proficient, and a creative 

problem solver.

Bart F. Whitehead
chemistry and biochemistry

Karl G. Maeser Excellence in Teaching Award
This award honors faculty members for outstanding teaching accomplishments and  

is made possible by the generosity of the Karl G. Maeser Scholarship Society.

An outstanding professor of 

mathematics, Tyler J. Jarvis 

holds high expectations for 

his students, cares deeply for 

them, and exudes enthusi-

asm. Students regularly com-

ment on the impact that his 

courses have in their lives. 

Tyler is a highly respected 

scholar who is dedicated to 

excellence in teaching. He 

has recently helped develop 

a new academic emphasis  

for the department.

Tyler J. Jarvis
mathematics

Christopher E. Crowe is a 

professor of English and 

director of the English edu-

cation program. He has a 

profound respect for and 

genuine interest in each of 

his students, their opinions, 

and their potential. His 

individual investment in 

each student allows him to 

meaningfully respond to his 

students’ work, needs, and 

challenges and empower 

them to develop their talents.

Christopher E. Crowe
english
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Karl G. Maeser Research and Creative Arts Award
This award honors faculty members for outstanding research and creative accomplishments  

and is made possible by the generosity of the Karl G. Maeser Scholarship Society.

Eric R. Dursteler, the 

new chair of the History 

Department, is a well- 

respected scholar and a 

sought-after speaker who has 

been invited to present doz-

ens of lectures at universities 

around the country and the 

world. He works tirelessly to 

advance the reputation of  

the university and exempli-

fies excellence in research 

and creative activities.

Eric R. Dursteler
history

W. Vincent Wilding, a 

new associate dean of the 

Ira A. Fulton College of 

Engineering and Technology, 

leads the Thermophysical 

Properties Laboratory, which 

provides mentoring to more 

than 25 undergraduate and 

graduate students each year. 

He works with students and 

colleagues to populate a 

database of essential proper-

ties for important chemicals. 

Vincent is a skilled researcher 

and an excellent teacher, 

garnering high praise and 

ratings from his students.

W. Vincent Wilding
chemical engineering

Karl G. Maeser 
Professional Faculty 
Excellence Award
This award recognizes out-
standing achievement in 
fulfilling professional faculty 
responsibilities and is made 
possible by the generosity of 
the Karl G. Maeser Scholar-
ship Society.

Kelly T. Loosli has worked in 

animation and live-action 

media production for 23 

years—15 of which he has 

managed and taught in BYU’s 

nationally recognized anima-

tion program. He is currently 

working with students to com-

plete several large computer- 

animated group projects, 

two live-action and animated 

mixed films, and one tradi-

tionally animated film.

Kelly T. Loosli
theatre and media arts

University 
Professorship
This award encourages and 
acknowledges senior faculty 
members who are outstand-
ing scholars, teachers, and 
university citizens. It may spe-
cifically recognize excellence 
in scholarship and creative 
work or reward superior 
classroom teaching.

Alumni Professorship
This award honors faculty 
members for teaching excel-
lence. The award carries a 
three-year stipend made pos-
sible by the generosity of the 
BYU Alumni Association.

Aaron R. Hawkins is a model 

for integrating excellent 

scholarship and student 

mentoring. Through his 

research he has mentored 

29 graduate and 72 under-

graduate students. He has 

also overseen the IMMERSE 

undergraduate research 

program, which has grown 

to include 50 students each 

year. Since 2002 Aaron has 

been the PI or co-PI on $16.5 

million in research grants.

Aaron R. Hawkins
electrical and 
computer engineer

Kim L. O’Neill focuses his 

work on serving God and 

his students. More than 400 

undergraduates have worked 

in his laboratory, and on his 

more than 120 publications 

(91 of them at BYU) he has 

had 117 undergraduate and 

138 graduate student coau-

thors. An exemplary teacher, 

Kim has a characteristic sense 

of humor but also conveys the 

certainty of his convictions.

Kim L. O’Neill
microbiology and 
molecular biology
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General Education 
Professorship
This award encourages and 
acknowledges outstanding 
contributions to undergrad-
uate general education and 
honors courses by faculty 
members who have pursued 
their scholarly interests and 
provided services to the uni-
versity community.

Eric Wilson currently teaches 

general education biology 

and an upper-division course 

in parasitology. In these 

courses he emphasizes criti-

cal thinking, and students are 

often given the opportunity 

to discuss the ethics, impli-

cations, and consequences 

of current biology research. 

Whether through a lecture 

or in talking to Eric one on 

one, his passion for what he 

teaches is evident.

Eric Wilson
microbiology and 
molecular biology

Abraham O. Smoot 
Citizenship Award
This award is presented to 
university faculty members 
who demonstrate those  
qualities of service and per-
sonal sacrifice to the univer-
sity that were exhibited by 
Abraham O. Smoot.

Wesley P. Lloyd 
Award for  
Distinction in 
Graduate Education
This award pays tribute to 
faculty members of exem-
plary performance in teach-
ing, research/creative work, 
and citizenship in graduate 
education.

Since coming to BYU in 1997, 

David L. Kooyman has made 

significant contributions to 

the College of Life Sciences 

and to the university, exem-

plifying sacrifice, citizenship, 

and service. He has served on 

many councils and commit-

tees and has been the coach 

for the BYU iGEM team, 

which earned a gold medal 

in the Americas Regional 

Competition.

David L. Kooyman
physiology and 
developmental biology

William G. Pitt is an excel- 

lent researcher, teacher,  

and university citizen. He  

has a flourishing research 

program through which he 

mentors both undergraduate 

and graduate students.  

He has advised 33 graduate 

students, coauthored with 

these students on nearly 

all of his 142 peer-reviewed 

journal papers, and men-

tored more than 100 under-

graduate students.

William G. Pitt
chemical engineering

Phi Kappa Phi Award
This award is presented to 
faculty members who have 
achieved excellence in schol-
arly and creative endeavors, 
exemplify integrity, and have 
contributed to BYU through 
citizenship and service.

Michael D. Rice is a strong 

example of one who bal-

ances scholarship, teaching, 

and professional service. 

He teaches and publishes 

in communication theory 

with an emphasis on air-to-

ground communications.  

He has been the PI on $4.1 

million and co-PI on $3.8 

million in externally funded 

research and has secured 

$719,000 in donations for  

his department.

Adjunct Faculty Excellence Award
This award recognizes the contributions of  

part-time faculty members who have demonstrated  

excellence in teaching or in other professional  

responsibilities over a period of at least five years.

Tracianne B. Neilsen is a role 

model for women in phys-

ics, aspiring scientists, and 

established professionals. 

Students love her engaging 

teaching style and support-

ive mentoring; colleagues 

admire the significance and 

variety of her scholarship; 

and the acoustical communi-

ty values her involvement at 

the local and national levels 

and her commitment to out-

reach activities.

Terri C. Bateman has made 

extraordinary contributions 

to the education of engi-

neers. In her 12 years at BYU 

she has coached 21 Capstone 

teams, mentored students 

in innovative product design 

and compliant mechanisms 

research, and worked with 

students developing human-

itarian products. Terri also 

advises the BYU student 

chapter of the Society of 

Women Engineers.

Michael D. Rice
electrical and computer 
engineering

Tracianne B. Neilsen
physics and astronomy

Terri C. Bateman
mechanical engineering
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Young Scholar Award
This award encourages and acknowledges outstanding promise and contributions  

by faculty members in the early stages of their academic careers.

Bradley C. Bundy
chemical engineering

Michael S. Drake
accounting

Pace P. Nielsen
mathematics

BYU Class of  
1949 Young  
Faculty Award
This award acknowledges 
outstanding contributions  
by junior faculty members.  
It is made possible by the gen-
erosity of the Class of 1949.

Lincoln H. Blumell
ancient scripture

Sponsored Research  
Recognition Award
This award recognizes faculty 
members who demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in 
scholarly activities funded by 
external sponsors or who give 
significant service in support 
of sponsored research and 
creative programs.

Jani Radebaugh
geological sciences

Technology Transfer Award
This award recognizes faculty members who have made significant research contributions  

that have led to the development of useful commercial products.

Julianne H. Grose
microbiology and 
molecular biology

Sandra Hope Burnett
microbiology and 
molecular biology

Donald P. Breakwell
microbiology and 
molecular biology
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Creative  
Works Award
This award recognizes fac-
ulty members and university 
personnel who demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in 
the development of creative 
works that have had wide 
acceptance and national or 
international distribution.

Mark Geslison
music performance

Teaching and Learning Faculty Fellowship
This fellowship recognizes the sacrifice and efforts by the university’s support services in  

providing a transfer of positions and budget to enhance teaching and learning.

Daniel L. Nielson
political science

Daniel T. Barney
art

Shu Pei Wang
asian and near eastern 
languages

Wells P. and Myrle L. Cloward Teaching  
and Learning Faculty Fellowship

Paul W. Richards
civil and environmental 
engineering

Joseph E. White Teaching and  
Learning Faculty Fellowship

Douglas R. Stewart Teaching and  
Learning Faculty Fellowship

Tyler J. Griffin
ancient scripture

Loretta C. Gledhill Teaching and  
Learning Faculty Fellowship

B. Keith Duffin Teaching and  
Learning Faculty Fellowship

Jane H. Lassetter
nursing

Muriel Thole Teaching and  
Learning Faculty Fellowship




