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We believe gratitude is one of God’s highest virtues and compliments 

all other virtues. As we heed the warnings of the prophets that the 

Book of Mormon was written for our day, we can see how the cycle of 

pride can lead to our downfall.  Gratitude is a great antidote for pride. 

Gratitude and pride cannot exist in the same space and time.  To con-

stantly carry gratitude in our hearts is a powerful strength to living 

and serving as missionaries. As another school year comes to a close, 

we want to express our gratitude for your willingness to leave  home 

and family to serve the Lord. Thank you for your excellent and tireless 

work.  As we visit schools we are amazed at the wonderful blessings 

of knowledge, skill, and talent you provide the teachers and students 

in the South Pacific. The depth and the willingness with which you 

serve is a direct reflection of your gratitude.. As we are reminded in 

D&C 78:19 “He who receives all things with thankfulness shall be made 

glorious.”  We thank you for a glorious year. 
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“I hope that you all had a chance to watch the General Conference, what a spiritual feast! This year is speeding to the finishing 
line ready for the chequered flag and soon we will be saying farewell to two of our TVET couples: the Jensen’s and Gillette’s. 
They have done extremely well in touching the hearts of the people in Fiji and Samoa. Our heartfelt gratitude goes out to them 
and we hope that the spirit of the South Pacific will always linger in their hearts.  

Elder Carl B Cook of the Seventy, in the Sunday Afternoon Session of the General Conference, used a few TVET examples that I 
got excited about. The message reminded me of all of you Elders and Sisters. You all are the compound gear for the schools you 
serve in.  You are special to us! You help us bring our schools together to generate more torque in hastening the kingdom of God 
in the South Pacific. We, at the Area Office are blessed to have great missionaries come and serve with us.  They help us remem-
ber, as President Marion G. Romney taught: “Service is not something we endure on this earth so we can earn the right to live in 
the celestial kingdom. Service is the very fibre of which an exalted life in the celestial kingdom is made.” 

Thank you for taking the challenge to serve in our schools. I understand at times we feel that a mountain needs to be moved, but 
as we work together chiselling the mountain one chisel at a time, miracles happen. Continue to have faith in our schools and our 
growing administration team and teachers. We love you all, have an awesome Thanksgiving and Christmas. Don’t forget to 
share with us your stories.” 
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WELCOME ELDER & SISTER FOLEY 
SAUNIATU PRIMARY SCHOOL - SAMOA 

 

Elder and Sister Lauritzen are our newest ITEP missionaries.  They are from Prescott, Arizona. The Lauritzen’s 

have five children, four sons and one daughter. They have five grandchildren, three girls and two boys.   

Elder Lauritzen was born in Provo, Utah.  He spent most of his growing up years in Southern California, then 

his family moved to Texas.  He served a mission in the Idaho Pocatello Mission.  

Elder Lauritzen earned a B.S. degree from Weber State University, an M.S. degree from Brigham Young 

University and an Ed.D. degree from Northcentral University.  

Elder Lauritzen taught computer design and drafting in industry and college for 33 years.  He would like to 
design and build his own home after teaching drafting and design for so many years.  In his spare time he 

enjoys video editing and production.   

Sister Lauritzen grew up in Dallas, Texas.  She met Elder Lauritzen at a Young Adult dance in Dallas.   

Shortly after this they were married in the Salt Lake Temple.  They have been married 36 years.   

Sister Lauritzen earned an associate degree in Family Studies from BYU before she was married.  She then 
took a break to raise her family, and returned to BYU to earn a Bachelor of General Studies degree when 
she was 46.  Sister Laurizen is an accomplished pianist and organist.  She taught piano for 24 years in her 
own private studio.  She is a Nationally Certified Teacher of Music.  Before leaving on her mission, Sister 

Lauritzen enjoyed serving, for two years, as choir director in her ward. 

Welcome Elder and Sister Lauritzen. 

 Elder and Sister Lauritzen are eager and excited to begin their mission at Saineha.  They bring a wealth of 

experience and knowledge with them to share with those they serve. 

Welcome, Elder and Sister Lauritzen! 

WELCOME ELDER AND SISTERLAURITZEN 
SAINEHA HIGH VAVU’U TONGA 

 

Elder and Sister Foley are our new ITEP missionaries in Vavu’u, Tonga.  They are from Vernal, Utah.   They 

have 5 children, 4 daughters and 1 son.  They have 11 grandchildren. 

Sister Foley taught primary grades in public schools for 22 years, followed by 10 years as a professor for 
Utah State University. She received a bachelors degree from BYU and Masters and Ed D degrees from 

Utah State University.  She has extensive experience in reading methods and classroom management. 

.Sister Foley enjoys reading, music, sewing, gardening and horseback riding. 

Elder Foley worked as a Certified Public Accountant for 42 years.  He received a bachelors degree from 
BYU and an MBA from Utah State University.  Elder Foley has served as the Uintah District Chairman of the 
Boy Scouts of America and President of the Chamber of Commerce.   Elder Foley enjoys reading, music, 

and gardening.  

Elder and Sister Foley both enjoy daily walks for exercise, and other outdoor activities.  They’re looking 
forward to snorkelling in Samoa.  One of their most enjoyable church callings was serving as temple ordi-
nance workers in the Vernal Utah Temple for over 7 years. Welcome, Elder and Sister Foley.   We’re 

grateful to have you on board. 
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Goodbye Elder & Sister Gillette, TVET,  Pesega 

and Elder & Sister Jensen, TVET,  Fiji College 

Thank you for your love and service to the  

students and teachers of our Church Schools. 
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Elder and Sister Radmacher have been busy serving the teachers and students in Tonga. Sister Radmacher 

has a cohort of 12 students who have strengthened and supported each other in the various ITEP classes.   

Sister Radmacher recently finished teaching EDU 312, Effective Pedagogy.  Each student was required to 

do a chapter presentation the first hour of class and then Sister Radmacher led the instruction for the second 

hour of class.   

Sister Radmacher was able to visit Eua Middle School twice in July.  Once with dentists from Tongatapu who 

were doing dental screenings and hygiene education and the second time with Elder and Sister Henderson.   

While the students were having their dental examina-

tions, Sister Radmacher was able to meet with the Eua 

teachers one on one. 

The teachers were so enthusiastic in showing Sister 

Radmacher what they had been doing and trying 

since her last visit.  Sister Radmacher has also done 

several in-service trainings at the Middle Schools in 

Tonga. 

Elder Radmacher has been busy with many projects, 

helping transport missionaries, taking food and other 

supplies to needy families and helping provide  

electricity to a needy family.  

We appreciate Elder and Sister Radmacher. 

 

Elder and Sister Starke have been busy serving at Pesega College in Samoa.  

They are currently teaching two courses, SPED 300, with nine students enrolled and EDU 312, with 14 stu-

dents enrolled.   They are pleased that all 13 members of the Pedagogy class came for the midterm exam.   

All students are doing well.   

Elder and Sister Foley met with Elder and Sister Callahan and Elder and Sister Foley, ITEP missionaries at 

Vaiola and Sauniatu in Samoa and shared some sweet experiences with them.   

Elder and Sister Starke have planned and prepared for all currently enrolled students to receive their ITEP 

Teaching Certificates by November, 2017, before they return home in January, 2018. 

At the beginning of every ITEP class, the Starke’s ask the teachers to report on successes they’ve had during 

the week.  At first the teachers are reluctant to share their successes, but they always stress three things to 

them: 

First, sharing experiences is motivating to others to try similar strategies in their classes. 

Second, the teachers gain more respect for each other and are more willing to collaborate together. 

Third, giving positive feedback about teacher successes makes it “safe” for us to visit their classes.  We’re 

having more teachers asking us to visit their classes and we’re grateful to be of service to them. 

News From Elder and Sister Starke 

Samoa - Pesega - ITEP 

News From Elder and Sister Radmacher  

TONGA MIDLE SCHOOLS—ITEP 
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Elder and Sister Callahan just completed EDU 340 and are beginning EDU 385 and EDU 305 next week.   

The teachers are using the things they are learning in their classrooms. 

Elder and Sister Callahan have also been doing in-service training with the Vaiola faculty.  They had a 

great time showing them some “fun” ways to engage students in reading, writing, speaking and listening.   

During the school break the Callahan’s were able to go to Apia and meet with Elder and Sister Foley and 

Elder and Sister Starke.   

Sister Callahan related the following experience during the visit to Apia.  “We had a very special experi-

ence over the break in Apia.  We have a young man from Vanuatu 

who was missing his 3 front teeth.    

He is the cutest kid ever!  Sweet, helpful and inspiring.  He went 

 to Apia with his dorm father for a few days, so we grabbed  

him from his group and took him to the dental clinic in Apia.   

They were able to make him a bridge with three new teeth.  Now  

he has a great deal of new confidence to face his mission and 

whatever else life brings to him.   

 

Elder and Sister Greenburg are keeping busy at Fiji College.   They are teaching EDU 340 SIOP 

with 7 teachers registered.   

The Greenburg’s are hoping that 5 of their teachers will complete all their ITEP courses by the end 

of the year.  The Greenburg’s will complete their mission in February, 2017.   

Following is an excerpt from the Greenburg’s report: “Doing student teaching with Monitra D. has 

been exciting for us.  She has us come in to observe her in her toughest class because she wants 

help.  She did not like this class nor was she engaging very well with the students.  She has been 

trying many new teaching techniques she’s learned in ITEP classes.  Now she actually likes this class 

and feels she has more control in the classroom.  She is engaged with the students and their partici-

pation and behavior in class has improved. We have found great satisfaction in working with 

someone who is so willing!” 

Thank you, Elder and Sister Greenburg for your dedication and great work at Fiji College. 

News From Elder and Sister Callahan 

SAMOA - Vaiola College & Primary ITEP/TVET 

News From Elder and Sister Greenburg 

FIJI  LDS Church College  ITEP 
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Elder and Sister Bearce are staying busy at Liahona High School.  The carpentry class is making 60 

picnic tables for Camp Makeke, a new LDS Church camp in Tonga. 

Elder Bearce has been busy in all TVET areas.  He, along with oth-
er missionaries and TIST 2 electrical students from Liahona, in-
stalled solar powered electric lights in a fale in a rural village. The 
family was so excited to have light.  To be able to read and do 

homework and other activities  

at night is a great blessing to the family. 

Elder Bearce has also been busy with preparations and materials 
for Camp Makeke.   He continues to share his extraordinary talent 

for fixing things with school and community.  

 Sister Bearce continues to help in the Home Economics areas at 
Liahona.   She recently made a video featuring TVET students for 

the homeroom devotional at Liahona.   

October is TVET month at Liahona.  October 21st will be TVET 
Day.  There will be a fashion show, food displays with demonstra-
tions, an art show, display of items made in the wood and metal 

News From Elder and Sister Edwards 

TONGA Saineha High TVET 

 

Elder and Sister Edwards have been helping in the Home Economics, Woodworking, Electrical and 

Automotive classes.   The Edward’s have been helping with Living Inventories and 5 year plans.   

As part of their practical work, the woodworking 
class has helped in a home remodel.  They have 
taken off and replaced a section of roof on the 

home.   

Elder and Sister Edward’s continue to help  

students apply to BYU Hawaii.   One girl had 
applied twice and hadn’t been accepted, even 
though she had good grades.  When Elder 
O’Riordin, an Area Seventy, came to Stake Con-
ference he heard of this girl and asked why she 
wasn’t attending BYUH.  Sister Edward’s ex-
plained the situation.  Through the efforts of Sis-
ter Edwards this sister has now been accepted to 

BYU Hawaii. 

We appreciate all the efforts of our missionaries and the personal care they give the students and 

teachers at our church schools. 

News From Elder and Sister Bearce           

TONGA Liahona High School TVET 


