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I.

Method/Protocol/Experiment/Procedure Name

This serves as a very general description of what the entry is about; several entries may bear the same name if they are all part of the same overall experiment.

II.

Purpose of Procedure


This section is important.  Very important!  Very Important!!

This is not a place to write a one-sentence description of the protocol you are going to do this moment, but a place to describe how the protocol fits in to the broader purpose of what is to be accomplished.  Think about not only the next protocol in the series, but the one after that…and maybe even the one after that.

IIIa.
Theoretical Protocol
Describe the protocol that is to be followed in as much detail as reasonably possible.

IIIb.
Actual Protocol
This does not need to be an entirely separate section of the notebook entry.  The main idea is to describe the protocol as it is actually done.  What is actually done may or may not be different from the theoretical protocol… just make sure that a note of everything that is different is made.  This is important for any future references made back to this notebook entry for “tips” on how to (or not to) do something.

IV.
Theoretical/Anticipated/Hoped-for Results
If everything in the protocol goes exactly as expected, what is expected?

V.
Experimental Results
The data/results actually gotten…no matter how crazy.  Numbers and calculations go in this section.

VI.
Observations/Conclusions/Thoughts
How well do the Experimental Results match up with the Expected Results.  The most important part of this section is what is written when the Experimental Results don’t match up with the Expected Results; it is under these circumstances that thoughts about why there is a discrepancy become critical. 
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