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Statement of Justification 

 
For decades the core course POSC 200 Political Inquiry was used to prepare POSC majors for 
the rigors of writing in the discipline. The political science programs at BYU-Provo, BYU-Idaho, 
and BYU-Hawaii all used the same template. It was an extremely difficult course focused on all 
the writing skills needed to produce a significant research paper, including, library skills, 
mechanics, style, grammar, syntax, and argument. The experience also prepared students for 
POSC upper-division courses, most of which required heavy writing components.  
 
In 2016, as the new Holokai program loomed into view, however, the POSC faculty here at 
BYU-Hawaii decided to expand POSC 200 into a fully fledged advanced writing course that 
could count for the Holokai advanced writing requirement. In May 2016 we submitted a 
curriculum proposal to overhaul the course and institute a series of other Holokai-related 
changes. POSC 200 became POSC 300 Political Inquiry. Our stats class POSC 204 became 
POSC 304 Quantitative Political Research. Since that curriculum proposal received approval in 
2016 the new POSC 300 course has functioned in this fuller advanced writing capacity. In 
2016 there was no process for securing advanced writing recognition from the university. Now 
there is. In short, this proposal seeks to secure advanced writing recognition for students who 
complete both POSC 300 and POSC 304. 
 
POSC 300 is broken into three parts: 1) writing (grammar, style, citations, etc.), 2) research 
(research designs, methodology, operational definitions, etc.), and 3) statistics (descriptive 
statistics, inferential statistics, etc.). The course teaches students how to write, formulate a 
sound research project, and employ statistics in their research. The class requires four major 
papers, including an article evaluation paper (6 pages), a writing revision paper (6 pages), a 
qualitative research design paper (15 pages), and a quantitative research design paper (15 
pages). In addition, several other assignments highlight the mechanics of writing. POSC 304 
offers additional statistical training and requires students to write a major research paper (20 
pages), prepare a poster presentation, and give an oral presentation. It is in POSC 304 that 
the fruits of POSC 300 are applied.  
 
POSC 300 requires two texts specifically dedicated to writing (Hacker and Turabian) plus a 
text specifically committed to teaching students about research in our field (Pollock). In 
addition, virtually every class period requires students to read Canvas-based articles and 
chapters that deal with political science-related writing, research methods, and statistics. In 
short, the literature and reading requirements for this class are steep. 
 
As a set POSC 300 and POSC 304 satisfy the advanced writing expectations listed below. The 
two classes require a significant amount of writing (62 pages). More important than large page 
counts, however, students receive feedback on their writing on every assignment. After 
receiving feedback, students must submit rewrites. Additionally, many of the non-paper 
assignments specifically focus on the mechanics of writing, methods, citations, grammar, 
standards of writing in the discipline, and so forth. Students are also required to engage in 
oral presentations in mock conference scenarios, augmenting their most meaningful artifacts 
(as you call them). In sum, the POSC are confident that our writing courses satisfy the 
advanced writing requirement and that our students will continue to be well trained in a way 
ideally suited to our major.  
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Advanced Writing Equivalency Criteria 
 

To be an equivalent of English 315 as part of the core coursework, a class should complete the following 
process.   

1. Submit a proposal to the curriculum office with the proper signature page, and which should 
include a statement of justification, syllabi, and any other supporting documents for the proposal.   

2. The GE Chair and English Department Chair will then meet and make a recommendation which will 
be taken to the University Curriculum Council. 

3. The proposal will then be discussed by the UCC, considering the recommendation from the English 
Dept. Chair and GE Chair, and from the associate dean of the college from which the proposal 
originated. 

4. The committee will then either vote on the proposal or refer it back to its originating department 
with recommendations to amend the proposal. 

5. If the committee votes to accept the proposal, the course will serve as an equivalent to the 
advanced writing requirement for the core classes for a period of five years, after which the UCC 
should re-evaluate the course and may request current syllabi or other documents in order to vote 
on another period of equivalence. 

6. Existing courses are not grandfathered in and will be reviewed in a timely manner. 

 

The following is a guideline to the kinds of things the committee will consider. 
• There should be a significant amount of writing required in the course, and the student should 

receive evaluative feedback on a reasonably large portion of their work specifically on their writing 
(rather than on the content of their work). 

• Writing intensive classes are important, but being writing intensive is not sufficient to qualify as an 
equivalent of English 315.  The student learning outcomes of the course should largely focus on 
improvement of student writing and information literacy. 

• The class should be designed to prepare students to write at the level of skill typically required of a 
college junior level writing class. 

• The design of the class should be geared to primarily help students develop their skills in writing 
and information literacy.   

• There should be artifacts produced, such as term papers or research papers, that should 
demonstrate the abilities of individual students in writing and information literacy.  These artifacts 
may also be requested for evaluation by the assessment committee over communication for 
accreditation and other university assessment purposes. 
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POLITICAL INQUIRY 
POSC 300 Section 1 (3 Credits) 

Winter Semester 2018 
MWF 11:00 am - 11:50 am, MCK 134 

 
Instructor: Brian K. Houghton, Ph.D. 
  Room 115, SSC Building, (808) 675-3209, bhoughton@byuh.edu 
Office Hours:   Tuesdays 9:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. 
  Or by appointment (Always best to e-mail or call first) 
TA:  Morgan Smith   morgannoel18@go.byuh.edu (912)-464-1499 
  Jenny Young  jyoung14@go.byuh.edu  (330) 861-8055   
 
Course Description and Objective:  This course will provide students with an understanding of 
research methods and writing through an examination of the methodology of political science.  
The course will cover the elements of research, research design, statistical evaluation, and most 
importantly writing. A full listing of the ILOs, PLOs, and SLOs are located on the department’s 
assessment page. 
 
Learning Outcomes Extent Outcome will be Covered Means of Assessment 
 
General Research 
Methods Knowledge 

 
 
High 

Every chapter in the text 
Class lectures & 
discussion 

Exams & Quizzes 
Assignments 

 
 
Problem Solving 

 
 
High 

Assignments and class 
activities 

Assignments 
 
 

 
Communicate 
Effectively 

 
 
High 

Written comments, 
lectures  

Writing Assignments, 5 
papers (40+ pages) 
 

 
Required Textbooks: Diana Hacker. 2014. A Writer’s Reference. 8th ed. Bedford/St. Martin’s. 
Philip Pollock. 2015. The Essentials of Political Analysis, 5th ed. CQ Press. 
Kate Turabian. 2013. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. 8th ed. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Additional readings for writing assignments will be provided via Canvas. 
 
General Information:  Students are responsible for reading the course text, which is extensive.  
Reading assigned sections before coming to each class meeting is ESSENTIAL and will 
enhance understanding of the material.  Lecture content will include data reported in the text as 
well as related research and other items of interest. Part of the student’s role is to demonstrate 
personal behavior that promotes effective instruction and learning.  
 
Honor Code: The Honor Code exists to provide an education in an atmosphere consistent with 
the ideals and principles of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Students, faculty and 
staff are expected to maintain the highest standards of honor, integrity, morality, and 
consideration of others in personal behavior. Academic honesty and dress and grooming 
standards are to be maintained at all times on and off campus. For specific information see 
http://honorcode.byuh.edu/ 
 
Discrimination: The University is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination on the basis of 
race, color, sex, pregnancy, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or 
veteran status in admissions, employment or in any of its 
educational programs or activities. For specific information see the non-discrimination policy at 
https://policies.byuh.edu/ 
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Title IX and Sexual Misconduct: The University will not tolerate any actions proscribed under 
Title IX legislation, specifically sexual harassment, sexual violence, domestic or dating violence 
or stalking perpetrated by or against any university students, university employees or participants 
in university programs. For specific information see https://titleix.byuh.edu/ 
All faculty and staff are deemed responsible reporting parties and as such mandated to report 
incidents of sexual misconduct including sexual assault to the Title IX Coordinator: Debbie 
Hippolite-Wright, PhD, Title IX Coordinator, VP of Student Development & Services, Lorenzo 
Snow Administrative Building, 55-220 Kulanui Street, Laie, HI 96762, Office Phone: (808) 675-
4819 E-Mail: titleix@byuh.edu 
 
Student Academic Grievance policy: Students who feel that their work has been unfairly or 
inadequately evaluated by an instructor are encouraged to pursue the matter as an Academic 
Grievance by following the steps found in the Academic Grievance policy at 
http://catalog.byuh.edu/node/300 
 
Disability Services: Students with disabilities or those who are pregnant are encouraged to 
contact the instructor for a confidential discussion of their individual needs for academic 
accommodation. It is the policy of Brigham Young University Hawaii to provide flexible and 
individualized reasonable accommodation to students with documented disabilities or those who 
are pregnant. To receive accommodation services for a disability, students must be registered 
with the Office of Disabilities Services. If you have a disability and need accommodations, you 
need to contact the Disability Officer/Coordinator at: Disability Services, McKay 181, Phone: 
(808) 675-3518 or (808) 675-3999 Email address: leilani.auna@byuh.edu. Students with 
disabilities who are registered with the Special Needs Services should schedule an appointment 
with the instructor to discuss accommodations. If the student does not initiate this meeting, it is 
assumed no accommodations or modifications will be necessary to meet the requirements of this 
course.  After registering with Services for Students with Special Needs, Letters of 
accommodation will be sent to instructors with the permission of the student. 
 
Final Exam Policy: It is a university policy that each class must give a comprehensive exam at 
the time it is scheduled. All students are expected to take the exam.  Any exception can only be 
granted by the Dean (and he rarely does so). 
 
Dress and Grooming Standards:  Students will be expected to observe the BYU-Hawaii Honor 
Code standards for dress and grooming. If the instructor in his judgment determines a student 
attending class in not conforming to the standards, he will ask the student to leave and return to 
class when he/she adheres to the standards.  Your professor would love to a goatee, as well as 
wear his pajamas to class, but he too has signed the Honor Code and strives to live by it. 
 
Academic Honesty: BYUH students should seek to be totally honest in their dealings with 
others. They should complete their own work and be evaluated based upon that work. They 
should avoid academic dishonesty and misconduct in all its forms, including but not limited to 
plagiarism, fabrication or falsification, cheating, and other academic misconduct (BYU-Hawaii 
Honor Code).  Students failing in maintaining this outlined academic honesty will be reported to 
the Honor Code Office and suffer penalties in the class—a failing grade for the course. 
 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism, whether intentional or inadvertent, will not be tolerated in this course.  
Students found plagiarizing will be immediately reported to the Honors Code Office and will 
suffer penalties in the class—receiving a failing grade in the course.  Always, always, always 
cite the reference!  The following is the description from the BYU-Hawaii Honor Code on 
Plagiarism: “Intentional plagiarism is a form of intellectual theft that violates widely recognized 
principles of academic integrity as well as the Honor Code. Such plagiarism may subject the 
student to appropriate disciplinary action administered through the university Honor Code Office, 
in addition to academic sanctions that may be applied by an instructor. Inadvertent plagiarism, 
whereas not in violation of the Honor Code, is nevertheless a form of intellectual carelessness that 

mailto:leilani.auna@byuh.edu
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is unacceptable in the academic community. Plagiarism of any kind is completely contrary to the 
established practices of higher education, where all members of the university are expected to 
acknowledge the original intellectual work of others that is included in one's own work. In some 
cases, plagiarism may also involve violations of copyright law. Intentional Plagiarism. 
Intentional plagiarism is the deliberate act of representing the words, ideas, or data of another as 
one's own without providing proper attribution to the author through quotation, reference, or 
footnote. Inadvertent Plagiarism. Inadvertent plagiarism involves the inappropriate, but non-
deliberate, use of another's words, ideas, or data without proper attribution. Inadvertent 
plagiarism usually results from an ignorant failure to follow established rules for documenting 
sources or from simply being insufficiently careful in research and writing. Although not a 
violation of the Honor Code, inadvertent plagiarism is a form of academic misconduct for which 
an instructor can impose appropriate academic sanctions. Students who are in doubt as to whether 
they are providing proper attribution have the responsibility to consult with their instructor and 
obtain guidance.” 
 
Final Exam Policy 
It is a university policy that each class must give a comprehensive exam at the time it is 
scheduled. All students are expected to take the exam.  Any exception can only be granted by the 
Dean (and he rarely does so).   
 
Course Requirements and Grading:   Your grade in this course is determined from points 
accumulated via exams, quizzes,  research assignment, reviews and research paper outline.   
Total Points Possible:  830 

Midterm  50 
Final   100 
Quizzes   110 (12 quizzes worth 10 points each. Your lowest is dropped) 
In-class Writing  70 
Assignments  500 

  25 Article Evaluation Paper 
  10  Citations 
  10 Grammar and Style 
  25  Writing Revision Paper 
  50 Theory and Hypotheses 
  10 Operational Definitions 
  10  Equations 
  10 Research Design 
  100 Qualitative Research Design Paper 
  10  Mean, Median, and Mode 
  10  Normal Distribution 
  100 Quantitative Research Design Paper 
  50 Statistics 
   
Final Grades are based on the following grading scale: 
 
A  94-100%  
A- 90-93  
B+ 87-89  
B 83-86  

B- 80-82  
C+ 77-79  
C 73-76  
C- 70-72  

D+ 67-69  
D 63-66  
D- 60-62  
F Below 60% 

 
Late Work: Late work (turned in after start of class) will lose 50% of points.  Excused 
absences (e.g. BYUH fieldtrips, Enactus competitions, etc.) must be arranged BEFORE 
leaving.  Being sick is not an excused absence. 
 
The Midterm and Final will be given in class in a multiple-choice format with a strict time limit.  
You may not use cell phones or any electronic device during quizzes or exams.   
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Quizzes will be given, typically once a week, at the beginning of class (dates listed in syllabus).  
The quiz will be given at the start of class. There will be no makeup quizzes for unexcused 
absences, but we will drop your lowest score.  We cannot give quizzes early. 
 
In-class Assignments will not be announced in advance.  These are simply opportunities to 
practice topics we are discussing in lecture, usually in small groups.  Grading will be based on 
effort, not on perfect answers.  There will be no makeups.  You need to be in class to complete 
the assignments. 
 
Practice Assignments are the eight assignments worth 10 points each.  These assignments are 
due at the start of class on the day marked on the schedule.  You must turn in a hard copy of 
the assignment.  Remember that printer malfunctions happen, so don’t wait until five minutes 
before class to print out your assignments.  These assignments are designed to help you practice 
skills that will be useful in upcoming assignments.  Grading will be based on effort, not 
perfection.  Once again, there will be no makeups if you miss the deadline.  If you will not be in 
class due to an EXCUSED absence, you may turn your practice assignment in early to my 
mailbox in SSB (but it must be there before I leave my office for class). 
 
The instructor has the right to change or modify the course syllabus materials during the 
academic year.  Any changes will be shared with students.  Every attempt will be made to 
provide those changes in writing.  
 
Other Policies:  Students are expected to attend class every day.  Students with excessive 
absences (4 or more) will lose a grade (e.g. A to A-) per day after 3 absences.  Your grade will 
most likely suffer drastically if you miss class, so plan to ALWAYS be in attendance.  If you use 
your phone in class, you will drop a letter grade. Likewise, if you use your laptop other than for 
class activities, your grade will drop a full letter. Pay attention in class. 
 

   Topic, Reading Assignment, Due Dates 
Week 1 10 Jan Introduction 

  12 Jan 
Organization QUIZ 1 
Read: Hacker 3-34, Turabian ch 5-6 

Week 2 15 Jan MLK Holiday 

  17 Jan 

Citations/avoiding plagiarism,  
Read: Turabian, pp. 4.2.3, 7.5-7.11, ch. 15, ch. 25, Adam Liptak, “Copying Issue 
Raises Hurdle for Bush Pick,” New York Times, 4 July 2008 (Canvas) 

  19 Jan 

Grammar 
Article Evaluation Assignment Overview 
Read: Hacker 197-245 (Hacker 249-284 might be useful for non-native English 
speakers) 
Rickershouser and Aldrich (2007), “’It’s the Ellectability, Stupid’ –or maybe not?  
Electability, Substance, and Strategic Voting in Presidential Primaries,” Ellectoral 
Studies 26, 371-380. (Canvas) 

Week 3 22 Jan 
Style 
Read: Hacker 129-156, Hacker 159-193, Turabian ch. 20-24 

  24 Jan 

Argument and fallacy 
Read: Hacker 89-106 
QUIZ 2 & Assignment 1 (Article Evaluation Assignment) Due 

  26 Jan 

Research: Discovering Knowledge and Truth 
Read: Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “The Disciple-Scholar,” BYU Honors Lectures, 1994-
95 (Canvas) 
President Brigham Young, Teaching of the Presidents of the Church, ch. 27 (learning 
by study and faith) and ch. 2 (The Gospel Defined) (Canvas) 
Assignment 2 (Citations) Due 

Week 4 29 Jan Finding a Research Question 
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Read: Alan Monroe, Essentials of political Research, ch. 1 (Canvas) 
QUIZ 3 

  31 Jan 

Writing Revision Assignment Overview 
Read: Theory, Explanation, and Hypotheses Part I, Pollock ch. 3 
Assignment 3 (Grammar and Style) Due 

  2 Feb 

Theory and Hypothesis Assignment Overview 
Read: Theory, Explanation, and Hypotheses, Part II 
Stephen Van Evera, Guide to Methods for Students of political Science, pp. 7-27 
(Canvas) 

Week 5 5 Feb 

Data: Operationalization 
Read: Pollock ch. 1 
Assignment 4 (Writing Revision) Due  

   7 Feb 

Data: Types of Data 
Read: W. Phillips Shively, The Craft of Political Research, ch. 4 
Downloading datasets 
QUIZ 4 

  9 Feb 

Inferring Causation 
Read: Pollock ch. 4 
Assignment 5 (Theory and Hypotheses) Due 

Week 6 12 Feb 
Inferring Causation 
Read: Pollock ch. 5 

  14 Feb 
Inferring Causation: Crosstabs and Graphs 
QUIZ 5 & Assignment 6 (Operational Definitions) Due 

  16 Feb 

Case Studies: Sampling 
Read: Stephen Van Evera, Guide to methods for Students of Political Science, 47-67 
(Canvas) 

Week 7 19 Feb Presidents Day 

  21 Feb 

Cases: Process Tracing 
Assignment 7 (Equations) Due 
QUIZ 6 

  23 Feb 
Research Design 
Read: King, Keohane, and Verba, Designing Social Inquiry, ch. 1 (Canvas) 

Week 8 26 Feb Research Design 

  28 Feb 

QUIZ 7 & Assignment 8 (Research Design) Due  
Verifying Sources and Numbers 
 Read: Hacker 333-41 & Joel Best, Damned Lies and Statistics, chs. 2-3 (internet) 

  2 Mar Mid-term review & Qualitative Design Assignment Overview 
Week 9 5 Mar Mid-term 
  7 Mar Introduction to R and R Commander 

  9 Mar 
Descriptive Statistics: Central Tendency 
Read: Pollock ch. 2, QUIZ 8 

Week 10 12 Mar 

Quantitative Assignment Overview 
Descriptive Statistics: Dispersion 
Read: Larry Gonick and Woollcott Smith, The Cartoon Guide to Statistics, 19-26 
(Canvas)  

  14 Mar Assignment 9 (Qualitative Design) Due 

  16 Mar 
Statistical Inference: the Normal Distribution and the Central Limit Theorem 
Read: Pollock ch. 6, Assignment 10 (Mean, Median, Mode) Due  

Week 11 19 Mar 

Statistical Inference: Confidence Intervals 
Read: Pollock pp. 145-152 & R Mark Sirkin, Statistics for the Social Sciences, 226-
56 (Canvas), QUIZ 9 

  21 Mar 

Statistical Inference: Hypothesis Testing 
Read: Neil Salkind, Statistics for People Who (Think They) Hate Statistics, ch. 6, 8 
(Canvas), Assignment 11 (Normal Distribution) Due 

  23 Mar 

Statistical Inference: Chi Square and Computing Sample Means 
Read: Pollock 152-159  
R Mark Sirkin, Statistics for the Social Sciences, 383-400 (internet) 
Neil Salkind, Statistics for People Who (Think They) Hate Statistics, ch. 9 (Canvas) 
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Week 12 27 Mar Substantive Significance and Fit, Quiz 10 

  28 Mar 
Regression: Correlation Coefficients, Ordinary Least Squares 
Read: Pollock 170-187 

  30 Mar Assignment 12 (Quantitative Design) Due 

Week 13 2 Apr 

Multiple Regression 
Neil Salkind, Statistics for People Who (Think They) Hate Statistics, ch. 14 (Canvas) 
QUIZ 11 

  4 Apr Review 

  6 Apr 
Regression Assignment Overview 
Interpreting Regression Results LAB 

Week 14 9 Apr 
Problems and Solutions 
Read: Pollock 187-194, Quiz 12 

 11 Apr Assignment 13 (Statistics) Due 
  13 Apr Final exam review 
Week 15 18 Apr Final (Wednesday) 11:00 a.m.-1:50 p.m. in class 

 
 



Course Syllabus 
Quantitative Political Research 

Political Science 304 

Winter 2018 

MWF 12-12:50 

GCB 184 

  

Dr. Rand Blimes  

Email: blimes@byuh.edu 

Office: Social Science Building 150 

Phone: 675-3667 

Office hours: 

  

About the Course: The purpose of this course is to continue the learning you began in 
POSC 300, focusing on quantitative political science research. We will begin with 
regression (where POSC 300) ended, and then spend a large portion of the class 
discussing problems with regression that social science researchers often encounter. In 
POSC 300 you learned the form of regression known as ordinary least squares (OLS), 
but you will find that social science research so often violates a series of assumptions 
that must hold for OLS to be appropriate. In this class you will learn about these 
assumptions; you will learn how to know if you have violated any assumptions in your 
research; and you will learn how to appropriately deal with data that violate 
assumptions. 

 In addition, this class will introduce you to theoretical modeling, which uses 
mathematical logic to generate hypotheses that can be tested. You will learn basic 
rational choice theory and game theory. These tools are invaluable for constructing 
logically consistent arguments, and are necessary if you want to be able to read much 
of the current research in political science. 

POSC 304 has a strong on doing practical research. You will replicate the work of other 
researchers, and work on practical application labs. You will also complete one 
significant research project. You will come up with an original research question, form 
one or more hypotheses, test these hypotheses (dealing appropriately with any violation 
of assumptions) and present your findings to a group of your peers and professors. You 
will also write this project up in a professional, scientific research paper due at the end 
of the semester. 

mailto:blimes@byuh.edu


 Student Learning Outcomes: Students completing this course will be able to gain a 
better understanding of modern political (and social) research, learn to argue and write 
persuasively through a series of labs and a research paper, and learn to communicate 
more effectively through giving poster presentations of original research. Further, 
students will have the opportunity to develop logic and analytic reasoning skills through 
the development of original theories and hypotheses. 

 Readings: 

There are no required books for this class. Your reading will consist of online articles 
that I will post on Canvas. Most of these readings will be actual research utilizing 
quantitative research methods (rather than textbooks explaining the methodology). 

 STATA: 

You are required to purchase a six month license for STATA. STATA is a statistical 
package, much like R, but far more commonly used. You should purchase STATA/IC 
13. The student price for a six month license for this program is $45 at this 
website:http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/ (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external site. . Many of our classes will be run as labs, so it is 
best if you install STATA on your laptop and bring it to class with you each day. 

 Attendance: 

This class will cover a great deal of ground and many of the class sessions will build on 
past classes. That means missing a class can put you far behind and make future 
learning difficult. Please make your best effort to attend each and every class. If you 
must miss class, please check with both your classmates and me to make sure you 
understand all the material we covered without you. 

 Grade: 

Your grade for this class will consist of the following: 

Attendance                                                                 50 pts. 

Research Paper                                                          100 

Paper topic/data meeting                                             10 

Poster Presentation                                                     100 

Mid-Term                                                                     100 

Final                                                                           100 

  

Attendance. Your attendance will be noted randomly throughout the semester 
(attendance will not be taken everyday). Your attendance score will be calculated as: 

                             (days you attended/total of days attendance is taken)*50 

http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/
http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/


 Paper: You will write a quantitative research paper. The paper should have five basic 
parts: 

1. Introduction 
2. Literature review 
3. Theory and hypothesis 
4. Data and analysis 
5. Conclusion 

This paper should use the skills you learned in POSC 300. It needs to be an original 
topic (i.e., not something that has already been done), use a scientific approach, and 
utilize that skills covered in class (i.e., you will need to check for violation of 
assumptions that are appropriate given your topic). You should also remember what 
you learned in POSC 300 about good writing, grammar, and organization. 

Paper meeting. Youi will need to make an appointment to visit me, discuss your topic, 
and show me your dataset. 

Poster presentation. You will also creating a poster for presentation. Your poster 
should introduce your topic, summarize your theory and hypotheses, and present your 
results. Please note that a poster is simply a visual aid, and you will be standing by your 
posters interacting with the visitors. 

Exams. You will take a mid-term and a final exam (each worth 100 points). These 
exams will be practical in nature. More information will be given to you closer to the 
exam time. 

  

Things I Hate 

If you sleep, answer your cell phone (including if you leave class to answer it), send or 
read a text message, read the newspaper, surf the internet, or do other homework in 
class it will cost you one letter grade.  If your phone rings, but you do not answer it, you 
are only responsible to bring cookies (or the equivalent) to class (if you do not have the 
resources to provide cookies, let me know and I will buy the ingredients and let you use 
my kitchen). 

Cheating: 

All forms of cheating, including plagiarism, are grave violations of the standards of any 
university, and especially of BYUH.  BYUH’s Academic Honesty Policy is in the 
university catalog and on the web at http://services.byuh.edu/honorcode/ (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external site., and you are expected to understand that 
standard.  Cheating in this class includes (but is not limited to) the following: 

• Turning in material you have previously used for a different class (unless the 
professor has explicitly told you it is okay). 

http://services.byuh.edu/honorcode/
http://services.byuh.edu/honorcode/


• Revising another student’s assignment or an assignment from a past semester 
and turning it in with your name on it. 

• Using words or ideas from another student in your own paper. 
• Working together with another student and then turning the work in as your own. 
• Using an author’s words without quotation marks and a citation. 
• Using words very similar in style or structure to an author’s without a citation. 
• Relying on another student’s data or data analysis for the statistical assignments. 

 The essence of cheating is misrepresentation or dishonesty: turning in work under your 
own name that is not in fact your own work.  If you are unsure where to draw the line, 
the solution is honesty: discuss the issue in advance with your professor, or cite the 
other author.  Would you rather be “overly honest” or “not honest enough”? 

 In this course, you are encouraged to share your work with other students for 
proofreading.  However, if you make changes to your assignment without understanding 
what you did incorrectly, then you are trying to get a grade using someone else’s 
knowledge.  Giving or receiving answers in this manner— whether from fellow students, 
the Writing Lab staff, or the reference librarians—is considered cheating. 

If you have any questions about what constitutes academic honesty, please ask.  
Helping you understand these principles is a valuable use of my time. 

 Other Policies: 

I will periodically send important announcements via email.  It is your responsibility to 
check your email and to make sure the university has your correct email address. 

During the second half of the semester, you will need access to statistical software so 
you will probably need to complete some assignments in BYU’s computer labs.  
Learning to use a statistical package is a valuable component of your training in this 
class; you can put it on your resume at the end of the semester. 

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 prohibits sex discrimination against 
any participant in an educational program or activity that receives federal funds. The act 
is intended to eliminate sex discrimination in education. Title IX covers discrimination in 
programs, admissions, activities, and student-to-student sexual harassment. BYUH’s 
policy against sexual harassment extends not only to employees of the university but to 
students. If you encounter unlawful sexual harassment or gender based discrimination, 
please talk to your professor; contact the Human Resource Services at 780-8875 (24 
hours). 

 Brigham Young University-Hawai'i is committed to providing a working and learning 
atmosphere, which reasonably accommodates qualified persons with disabilities. If you 
have any disability that may impair your ability to complete this course successfully, 
please contact the Students with Special Need Coordinator, Leilani A'una at 293-3518. 
Reasonable academic accommodations are reviewed for all students who have 
qualified, documented disabilities. If you need assistance or if you feel you have been 
unlawfully discriminated against on the basis of disability, you may seek resolution 



through established grievance policy and procedures. You should contact the Human 
Resource Services at 780-8875. 

Course Summary: 
  
Date Details 

Wed Jan 10, 2018  Nagler, "Coding Style and Good Computing Practices" due by 11am 
 

Fri Jan 12, 2018 
 Kugler and Lewis-Beck, "Is OLD Dead?" due by 11am 

 Pachenikina and Bennett, "Is OLS Dead in IR?" due by 11am 
 

Wed Jan 17, 2018 
 Diehl, "Arms Races and Escalation: A Closer Look" due by 11am 

 Wallace, "Arms Races and Escalation" due by 11am 
 

Fri Jan 19, 2018  Lawson, Lenz, Baker, and Mayers, "Looking Like a 
Winner" due by 11am 

 

Mon Jan 22, 2018  Ashenfalter, "Predicting the Quality and Prices of 
Bordeaux Wines" due by 11am 

 

Wed Jan 24, 2018  Benmelech, Berrebi, and Klor, "The Economic Cost of 
Harboring Terrorism" due by 11am 

 

Fri Jan 26, 2018  Asideu, "On the Determinants of Foreign Direct 
Investment to Developing Countries: Is Africa Different?" due by 11am 

 

Wed Jan 31, 2018  Fearon, "Primary Commodity Exports and Civil War" due by 11am 
 

Mon Feb 5, 2018  Oneal and Russett, "Assessing the Liberal Peace with 
Alternative Specifications: Trade Still Reduces Conflict" due by 11am 

 

Wed Feb 7, 2018  Elkins, "Gradations of Democracy? Empirical Tests of 
Alternative Conceptualizations" due by 11am 

 

Mon Feb 12, 2018  Savun and Phillips, "Democracy, Foreign Policy, and 
Terrorism" due by 11am 

 

https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947980
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947978
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947982
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947974
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947987
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947979
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947979
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947970
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947970
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947972
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947972
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947971
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947971
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947976
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947981
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947981
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947975
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947975
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947986
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947986


Date Details 

Wed Feb 14, 2018  Blimes, "The Indirect Effect of Ethnic Heterogeneity on 
the Likelihood of Civil War Onset" due by 11am 

 

Wed Feb 21, 2018  Hamilton, "Education, Politics, and Opinions about 
Climate Change: Evidence for Interaction Effects" due by 11am 

 

Fri Feb 23, 2018  Paper meeting due by 11:59pm 
 

Thu Mar 8, 2018  Midterm due by 11:59pm 
 

Fri Apr 20, 2018  Paper due by 11:59pm 
 

 

 Poster Presentation   

 Roll Call Attendance   

 Survey Extra Credit  
 

 

https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947973
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947973
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947977
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947977
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7948141
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7960275
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7948140
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947984
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7947985
https://byuh.instructure.com/courses/1459399/assignments/7960915
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