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	Ten Trillion and Counting

	Quiz

	Instructions: 
1. Print out these questions and obtain a copy of the DVD from the Language and Speech Center Service Desk.
2. Watch the video and write the answers to the questions on this answer sheet.
3. WHEN YOU COMPLETE THIS QUIZ PLEASE RETURN IT TO THE LSC FRONT DESK.

	Summary: When Obama Administration was inaugurated into office, the whole nation held a high expectation for the president to bring the United States out of a national debt with a prolonged history. Previously, during the tenure of President Bush, he dried up the surplus inherited from the Clinton Administration. Americans are facing a crisis of rising debt that seems impossible to pay off. As a result, the question remains as to who is responsible for this great task. Is it President Obama’s job to take upon himself this responsibility or is it a common responsibility for every American?

	Vocabulary:  
1. Campaign – A series of actions intended to achieve a particular result, especially in politics or business.  
ex. Candidates must campaign in order to be elected president of the U.S.  
2. Deficit – The difference between the amount of something that you have and the higher amount that you need.
ex. The American government is unable to sustain tax cuts because of its deficit.
3. Economy – The system by which a country’s money and goods are produced and used, or a country considered in this way.
ex. Due to the high national debt, the American economy suffers a deficit.
4. Recession – A period of time during which there is less trade, business activity, and wealth than usual.
ex. In 2008, the U.S. economy suffered a recession similar to that of the Great Depression.
5. Surplus – More than what is needed or used. 
ex. A surplus budget will help the American government pay off its national debt.
  

	Questions to Answer:

	1. What was the biggest challenge to President Obama when he became President of the United States?

	



	2. Approximately how much was the debt of the United States when Barrack Obama became president?

	



	3. What did President Obama propose in order to save the down sliding economy?

	



	4. Name some of the public projects President Obama proposed to improve the economy?

	



	5. The American government had to borrow money to pay for the deficit. Where does the loans come from?

	



	6. Why do Americans incur so much debt?

	



	7. “We can’t continue to essentially borrow from the Chinese to fund the lifestyle and consumption that we think we want to have in the U.S.” Who said this?

	



	8. How did President Bush spend all the surplus money that created a deficit?

	



	9. What has been the politically smart way for republicans?

	



	10. What catastrophic event took place eight months into Bush’s presidency that initiated The War on Terror?

	



	11. What was the biggest expense from the Bush Administration?

	



	12. What did President Bush believe would help ease the recession?

	



	13. Do you feel having a war with Iraq and proposing a tax cut at the same time a good idea? Why?

	







	14. Do you think President Obama’s policies will help the U.S. fix its deficit and reduce its national debt?

	







	15. What are the similarities and differences of the economy in your native country compared to the United States?

	







	16. What is the message of Ten Trillion and Counting for the American people?
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