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Instrument Preparation
· 
Instruments are thoroughly cleaned prior to sterilization.

· 
Instruments and other surgical supplies are autoclaved.

· 
Instruments are sterilized in a glass bead table-top sterilizer.

· 
Instruments are sterilized by:____________________________________________________.

· 
Supplies are sterilized by:_______________________________________________________.

Patient Preparation
· 
The animal is prepared for surgery away from the surgical area.

· 
Hair is clipped from the surgical site.

· 
The surgical scrub is performed as follows:

· 

1.  Alternating povidone-iodine or chlorhexidene scrub with 70% alcohol at least two times.

· 

2.  Start from the center of the surgical site and work out.

· 

3.  Paint with povidone-iodine solution (do not wipe off).

· 
Patient is positioned so that respiration is not compromised and limbs are not overextended.

· 
A sterile drape is being used.

· 
Hypothermia is being prevented by:_______________________________________________.

Surgeon Preparation
· 
Hands are washed prior to surgery.

· 
A mask is worn.

· 
Sterile gloves are worn.

Intra-operative
· 
A surgical plane of anesthesia is induced with: __________________________________ .     

· 
Anesthetics are used properly at a dose of :______________________________________.

· 
Only sterile instruments are used.

· 
Sterile and non-sterile items never touch.

· 
All items such as staples, suture, catheters or other implants that will be left in or on the animal after the surgery are sterile.

· 
The condition of the animal is monitored during the surgery.

· 
The surgeon is able to perform the surgical technique(s) proficiently and aseptically.

Post-operative
· 
The animal is observed frequently until conscious.

· 
The animal is monitored for behavioral signs of post-operative pain.

· 
The animal is protected against hypothermia.

· 
The animal is repositioned on its opposite side at least every 15 minutes.

Long Term Care
· 
Basic biologic functions of intake and elimination are monitored until normal.

· 
The animal is monitored for behavioral signs of post-operative pain.

· 
The surgical incision is monitored for infection.

· 
Skin sutures and staples are removed when wound healing is complete (10-14 days post-surgery).
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