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ITEP/TVET NEWSLETTER 

EDITION 1 

As Sister Holbrook and I settle into the saddle we are honored to work with you.  What a 

privilege to be senior missionaries in the south pacific.  What a blessing to work in our special 

field of education where we have a wealth of experience.  As you realize, it is peculiar that 

you needed to submit your resume to be called on this mission!  Now that you are well into 

your mission you can see the wisdom in this prerequisite.   

The wonderful people you are working in support of truly admire you.  I have come to the 

realization that the faithful south pacific saints fully honor and recognize your call and priest-

hood setting apart.  I wish to mention this only to remind you that indeed you (both Elder 

and Sister) have been prepared by the Lord, called by the Lord and are guided by the Lord in 

your mission.    

Sister Holbrook and I will openly tell you that our testimony of His hand in our lives has been 

more and more evident.  Especially as we look backwards over the years and as we engage in 

being senior missionaries.  We are blessed beyond measure and gratefully acknowledge these 

blessings and simply share our testimony with you of the great and marvelous work you are 

performing.   

Thank you Elders and Sisters, may you continue to press forward and enjoy your work. 
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Messages from Auckland 

The Auckland Team 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU . . .                                
Because we are all so new 

Elder and Sister Needham are from the Southern California area. They have 7 children, 
10 grandchildren, and they are all just great.  We both grew up in Southern California; 
Sister Needham in Westminster and Elder Needham in Thousand Oaks.  

 

We both offered exceptional profiles on LDS Singles. Sister Needham’s was completely 
honest and most spectacular. Elder Needham’s was intriguing.  

 

Sister Needham served a mission in Italy.  Elder Needham went to Minnesota-Wisconsin. 

Sister Needham has her BA in English from BYU, and her Master’s in Education         
Administration.  

 

Sister Needham taught Elementary/Middle School for 8 years, was assistant principal 4 
years in an Elementary School, and Principal of an Elementary/Middle School for 13 
years. In 2013 her District named her Principal of the Year.  

 

Elder Needham received his BA from BYU.  He worked in the Special Investigative Unit 
for State Farm Insurance for the majority of his 29-year carrier with that company.  

The Needham’s have many hobbies. We need to get to know them better to have them 
share. 

Elder and Sister Rees are from Lewiston, Idaho in the panhandle.  Prior to that 
we lived 27 years in Wyoming. where we raised our family.  We have three 
daughters and one son and 15 grandchildren.  All our children are married and 
live in WA, OR, UT, and MS.  Our grandchildren are our gems for sure. 

Sister Rees grew up in Yerington, Nevada and upon graduation attended Utah 
State University in Logan, Utah where she earned her B.S. degree in Business 
Education.  Elder Rees grew up in Kaysville, Utah and attended Utah State    
University earning a B.S. degree in Marketing and a Master’s degree in Educa-
tion.  Later he did his doctoral work at the University of Wyoming in Education-
al Administration. 

We met at Utah State University where we attended the same student branch for 
a couple of years.  We had three dates before becoming engaged.  We were 
sealed in the Salt Lake Temple on June 10, 1974. 

This mission is the first for each of us.  We feel privileged to serve together and 
to set an example for our grandchildren. 

Sister Rees worked 13+ years in the accounting department of a mine and      
another 13+ years as an Executive Assistant of a Head Start preschool.  Prior to 
working full-time, she taught some part-time business classes at Western Wyo-
ming College and did long-term substitute teaching in the public schools. 

Elder Rees began teaching marketing/business high school courses.  He has 
been a coach, part-time college instructor, and DECA advisor.  He eventually 
became a high school principal for three years in Wyoming, then worked in their 
district office writing grants and serving as Curriculum Director.  When the right 
opportunity presented itself, he took an Elementary Principal position in     
Lewiston, Idaho where he worked for fourteen years before retiring. 

We share a love for traveling and hiking.  Elder Rees has hiked Mt. Kilimanjaro 
and we’ve visited numerous countries.  Elder Rees is an avid collector of stamps, 
coins, and memorabilia; he has a love for photography and trivia, especially in 
history and geography. 

Sister Rees loves working with youth and playing with grandchildren.  Family is 
her focus.  She has served in numerous ward and stake callings.  She is into  
family history, scrapbooking, letter writing, reading, and outdoor play activities.  

Elder & Sister Rees 

ITEP/TVET at Vaoila  

Savaii, Samoa 

Elder & Sister Needham 

ITEP at Moroni  

Taraw, Kiribati 
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Elder and Sister Foley are from Vernal, Utah.  They are the parents of 5 
children and 12 grandchildren. 
 
Sister Foley grew up in Arizona in various towns in the Valley of the 

Sun, longest in Tempe. Elder Foley grew up in Vernal, Utah. 

The Foley’s met at BYU. Elder Foley was assigned to be the “family 

home evening father” to an apartment of beautiful girls (which included 

Sister Foley). 

Elder Foley served in the Texas Mission as a young Elder. Together we 

served 3 ½ years as Church Service Missionaries, and 2 years as ward 

missionaries.  

Sister Foley received a B.S. degree in elementary education from BYU, 

and M.Ed. and doctorate degrees from Utah State University. She taught 

in public schools for 22 years and 10 years at Utah State Universi-

ty.  Elder Foley received a B.S. Degree from BYU and an MBA degree 

from Utah State University. He worked 42 years as a certified public 

accountant. 

Sister Foley loves music, served as a choir director for several years, 

sang with the Uintah Basin Orchestra and Chorus, plays Oboe, guitar 
and ukulele. She also enjoys creating visual art. Elder Foley has sung in 
ward choirs and enjoys gardening. We both enjoy reading, writing, and 

traveling. 

Elder and Sister Starke are from Evanston, Wyoming originally and 
lived in Coos Bay and Portland Oregon for the past 40+ years.  They 
are the parents of 6 children and 14+ grandchildren. 

Sister Starke served a mission in Hawaii and Elder Starke served in 
Southwest Indian Mission reservations in Arizona and New Mexico.  
Together they served a 2-year mission as managers of the Portland 
Regional Bishop’s Storehouse.  They are currently serving in Apia 
Samoa at Pesega.  

 

Sister Starke receive her Bachelor’s degree from BYU in Psychology. 
A Masters from Portland State University in Special Education along 
with Oregon Administrative licensing. 

Elder Starke has a BA from BYU in History, English and Economics 
and a JD from J Rueben Clark Law School. 

Sister Starke worked as a special education teacher and administra-
tor as well as piano instructor. Elder Starke had a law practice for 
10+ years and then was fulltime with CES for 27 years as a teacher, 
seminary and institute director and Principal. 

We love teaching, reading, music, and Elder Starke loves to exercise. 

Elder & Sister Starks  

ITEP at Pesega High  

Apia, Samoa 

Elder & Sister Foley ITEP at 

Sauniatu  

Primary School 

Sauniatu, Samoa 
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Elder and Sister Lauritzen met one week after Elder Lauritzen returned from his   
mission to the Idaho Pocatello Mission and the day after Sister Lauritzen returned 
from her first year at BYU Provo. Elder Lauritzen grew up in Southern California 
(Orange County), and Sister Lauritzen grew up in Dallas, Texas. Elder Lauritzen’s 
parents moved to the Dallas area in 1973. The Lauritzen’s both grew up in strong LDS 
families and married in the Salt Lake Temple June 20, 1978. They have been blessed 
with 5 children and 5 grandchildren. Their children, 4 sons and 1 daughter, live in 
Washington state, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and Massachusetts, and the Lau-
ritzen’s have continued their family tradition of weekly Skypes with each of their 
children (2 on Saturday, 1 on Sunday and 2 on Monday). For the last 9 years Sister 
Lauritzen has written a weekly email to their children called the “FHE Message from 
the momma.” 

Elder Lauritzen has degrees from Weber State University, Brigham Young University 
and Northcentral University. He completed his doctorate in Education Technology 
Management 3 ½ years ago. He spent his career working in the aircraft defense      
industry for 8 years and then teaching college for 25 years (drafting, video editing, 3D 
animation, etc.)  He has always been mechanically minded and willing to share his 
knowledge and abilities with others. FYI, he put himself through college doing     
furniture upholstery, which means he knows how to sew professionally. He has sewn 
clothes, swimsuits, backpacks, trampoline covers, elevator pads, police dummies and 
many other things over the years. 

Sister Lauritzen taught piano in her private studio for 24 years (Arizona, Texas, Utah). 
She is a current member of Music Teachers National Association and was awarded 
professional status as a Nationally Certified Teacher of Music in 2016. She especially 
enjoys playing the organ. She loves to read and reads about 60 books per year, but has 
read 100 this last year on the mission). She completed her bachelor’s degree from BYU 
Provo through independent study at the age of 45.  

Elder and Sister Lauritzen enjoyed working as ordinance workers in the Mesa        
Arizona Temple and then in The Gila Valley Arizona Temple from the time it was           
dedicated in 2010. Elder Lauritzen retired from Eastern Arizona College in Thatcher, 
Arizona June 1, 2016 and entered the MTC on August 29, 2016. This is their first    
mission together. 

Elder and Sister Busby are from Pleasant Grove, Utah.  Sister 
Busby was born in Ogden, Utah and grew up in Bountiful, 
Utah.  Elder Busby was born in Pasadena, California and 
grew up in Alhambra, Azusa and Upland California. 

 

We are the parents of four children.  We have ten grandchil-
dren.  We met at a church welfare project picking apples in 
Utah County.  We lived in the same ward / apartment      
complex in Provo. 

 

Elder Busby served a mission in the England London        
Mission.  Elder and Sister Busby are serving as ITEP           
missionaries in Tonga from October 2016 to September 2018. 

 

Sister Busby received a BA in Elementary Ed. and Special Ed. 
from BYU.  She has worked for over 30 years in                    
Education.  Most of her time has been spent teaching at the 
middle school level. 

 

Elder Busby received a BA in social studies and art, and MA 
in school administration from BYU.  He spent his teaching 
time in middle schools and high schools.  He was also         
involved in middle school administration and as the district 
personnel director. 

Elder & Sister Lauritzen 

ITEP/TVET . . . 

Saineha High 

Vava’u Tonga 

Elder & Sister Busby 

ITEP at Liahona High  

Nuku’alofa Tonga 

(Covering Tonga Middle Schools) 
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We raised our family in Sandy Utah and in 2004 moved to Highland Utah.  We have 6 children 
and 20 grandchildren.  Our 20th grandchild was born as we were flying over the Pacific Ocean 
to New Zealand. 

Kent grew up in the Rose Park area and graduated from West High, I grew up in the Cotton-
wood area and graduated from Olympus High. We met in the institute building of the Univer-
sity of Utah! 

Kent graduated from the University of Utah and received his master’s degree at BYU.  He 
started his education career as a special education teacher for 11 years, then taught German, 
History, and Computers.  He was asked by the administration to go back to school and get his 
counselling and administrative degrees.  He was a counsellor at Bonneville Jr. High for 15 
years and then went to the district and oversaw all the counsellors in Granite School District 
for another 12 years.  He also was an adjunct professor at the University of Utah teaching 
graduate counselling courses for a few years. 

Janet attended the University of Utah and studied elementary and special education.  When 
our children were all in school she worked for Granite School District as a principal's secretary 
for 21 years.   

Suva, Fiji is our 3rd mission.  We served for 19.5 months in Nepal, 2012-2014 doing Humani-
tarian, and yes we know Bishnu Adhikari from Meet the Mormons very well, he was our 
branch president. 

We'd been home less than a month when we were asked to serve at the Mosida Handcart 
Trekking site in Elberta, Utah.  We spent 2 summers rubbing shoulders and sharing pioneer 
stories with some awesome youth, leaders and senior missionaries.  The 2nd summer we lived 
on site in our trailer. 

We are now serving as the ITEP couple in Fiji, looking forward to a little time at the beach. 

Kent enjoys carpentry work.  He also enjoys working in our big yard in Highland.  There is not 
anything that he can't fix, cars, washing machines, if it's broken he can fix it.   

Janet enjoys gardening, reading, and cooking.  We love to camp, go to our cabin in Bear Lake, 
and spend lots of time with our family.  They all live close to us in Highland so we spend a lot 
of time together. 

Elder Bud Little, from Midvale, Utah, met Sister Karen Little, from Den-
ver Colorado, at BYU Provo in the fall of 1976.  Bud had returned from a 
mission to Japan East (Sendai and Sapporo) a couple of years earlier and 
Karen was beginning her sophomore year. They were in the same ward 
and went to the first football game of the season together.  Probably    
setting a BYU record, they dated for 2 school years before being married 
in April of 1978.  Bud taught 5th grade in Jordan School District, Utah 
before returning to BYU for a Master’s Degree in Computer Aided     
Manufacturing.  Meanwhile, Karen earned her BS degree/secondary 
teaching certificate at BYU.  

They moved to Seattle, WA to work for the Boeing Company, and      
remained there the next 35 years.  Karen substituted in the schools for 7 
years after the children were in school, and has sold real estate for the 
last 12 years. They have been blessed with the best 4 children in the 
world (3 boys and 1 girl), followed up with the best 15 (and one on the 
way) grandchildren in the world.  Their kids and grandkids live in     
Auburn, WA, Pocatello, Idaho, American Fork, Utah and Las Vegas,  
Nevada at present. 

The Littles enjoy family time, skiing, tennis, other racquet sports, golf, 
sailing, travel, reading, and generally goofing off.  They applied for the 
TVET mission in the Pacific Islands because they enjoy working with 
youth and wanted to try living and serving abroad.  They have both 
spent many years working with youth in the church, as well as lots of 
other callings.  Their major talent is goofing off, followed by a little of this 
and a little of that (or, as Elder Little puts it, “Jack of all trades and master 
of none”).  They are happy to be serving the Lord at Pesega College in 
Samoa, and hope to be able to uplift people and programs while they are 
here.   

 

Elder & Sister Mendenhall 

 New ITEP in Fiji 

Suva, Fiji 

Elder & Sister Little  

TVET at Pesega High 

Apia, Samoa 

Welcome to the Mendenhall’s.  We 

missed them in Tonga. They were 

in the Auckland MTC. 
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We are Dennis and Linda Heiner from Paul, Idaho. Linda and I have been 

married 8 years after our spouses passed away. Linda has 4 kids and 7   

grandkids. I also have 4 kids and 6 grandkids. 

Linda grew up in Oakley, Idaho and Rupert, Idaho. I grew up in Paul, Idaho. 

I met Linda on a blind date. I cooked her 5 kinds of fish and the rest is       

history. 

I served as missionary in Caracas, Venezuela as a 19 year old. This will be 

Linda’s first mission. 

I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from BYU and an 

MBA from Texas A&M. I worked 33 years as a College Professor at the     

College of Southern Idaho in Twin Falls, Idaho. Linda has an Associate’s   

Degree from Rick’s College and a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education 

from the University of Utah. Linda worked 22 years as an elementary school 

teacher at Acequia Elementary. 

Linda and I like to travel. I was the Business Club advisor at CSI and         

travelled every year with a group of students (from Hawaii to Italy). Linda     

always came with me. We also own a 4-wheeler and a small fishing boat. Of 

course we like spending time with the grandkids taking them hiking,     

camping and fishing. 

Elder and Sister Belshe were both born in Phoenix AZ. Then both of their   

families moved to Farmington NM at different times. The first time Sis Belshe 

saw Elder Belshe she told her mother that she was going to marry him. They 

didn’t start dating until Sis Belshe was 17 and Elder Belshe was 18. They got 

married 4 months after Elder Belshe returned from his mission. Have been 

married 40 years. 

They have lived in NM, AZ, UT, FL, and CO. They have lived in Colorado the 
last 25 years prior to their present mission. They sold their ranch and           

everything they owned to go on this mission. They have 4 children, 3 boys and their youngest is their daughter. They have 11 grandkids, 
6 girls and 5 boys. 

Elder Belshe is a cowboy at heart. Worked on a cattle ranch before and after his mission. Went to a Technical College after his mission 
and became an Electrician in the Power Plants. Went back to school to Colorado State University and completed his BS and MS degrees. 
They moved to the Durango are and bought a small ranch. He continued to work in the Power Industry and worked his way up to 
Maintenance Manager of the San Juan Power Plant.  

Elder Belshe has many talents, singing, speaking to large groups, leading others, working with his hands building or repairing (carpentry, 
electrical, plumbing, welding), cooking, sewing. His hobbies are hunting, fishing, horses, gun smithing, reloading, knife making, wood-
working, wood turning, leather work, restoring antique cars. 

Sister Belshe is a city girl at heart. She has always loved the performing arts but is a numbers person and organizer. Throughout their 
marriage she has worked at different jobs. The last 10 years she with 2 friends started and ran their own performing arts company known 
as DPAC. Over the years she learned to appreciate the solitude of country living.  She was an early morning seminary teacher for 18 
years and loved every minute of it. She always wanted to serve a mission and is excited to be here serving. 

Sister Belshe has many talents, organizing, teaching, working with children. Her Hobbies include, cooking, sewing, crafts, reading, and 
telling Elder Belshe what to do. 

Elder & Sister Heiner  

New TVET at Liahona High 

Nuku’alofa, Tonga 

Elder & Sister Belshe 

TVET at Moroni High 

Tarawa, Kiribati 

Welcome to the Heiner’s.  They are currently in the 

Auckland MTC. 
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Elder and Sister Holbrook are from Lehi Utah.  They have 4 chil-
dren and 15 grandchildren.  Elder Holbrook grew up in Lehi.    
Sister Holbrook up in Orem, Draper, and Pleasant Grove. 

The Holbrook’s were attending BYU and were lined up on a blind 
date on Halloween night. They jokingly laugh, “It’s been spooky 
ever since.” 

Sister Holbrook received her B.S. Degree and her M.Ed. from BYU. 
She went back to teaching when their youngest child was in 5th 
grade. She taught for 8 years and was a Principal for 12 years.  She 
opened a new school for the district in Saratoga Springs, which 
was an experience in all realms of life. 

Elder Holbrook received his B.S., M.S., and M.Ed. from BYU.  He 
worked as a School Psychologist for 8 years, was a Junior High 
Principal for 26 years, and a Director for Granite School District for 
7 years.  During this time, he was in the Army Reserve and served 
for 42 years in the Military. Elder Holbrook was a Military Chap-
lain and upon retirement he was the Chief of Chaplains for 26 
states.  The Military had a wonderful, deep impact on our family.  

Elder Holbrook served in Sweden as a young elder. This is our 2nd 
mission as a couple.  We served in Tonga 2014-2016 as an ITEP 
couple.  Six months later we received a telephone call asking us to 
return to New Zealand as the ITEP Coordinating Couple.  We love 
the Pacific Islands so much. We love our Polynesian friends and 
family! 

Elder & Sister Holbrook 

ITEP Coordinating Couple 

Auckland, New Zealand 

Thank you for a  

wonderful conference 


