Teachers Name:		Class:		
Your Name:				
Today’s Date:			
	

	William Shakespeare: A Life of Drama

	Biography

	
Instructions: 
1. Print out these questions and obtain a copy of the DVD from the Language Center Service desk.
2. Watch the video and write the answers to the questions on this answer sheet. 
3. PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED ANSWER SHEET TO THE LC SERVICE DESK

	Summary:  

William Shakespeare is a famous Elizabethan playwright. He was gifted and had a passion for writing plays and poems all his life. This biography program highlights the development of Shakespeare’s career in the London theater and his personal life.  It also introduces some of his famous sonnets and plays. 


	
Vocabulary:  
1. Elizabethan period – the period when Queen Elizabeth ruled England. 
2. Globe Theater – the place where Shakespeare’s plays were performed.
3. Plague – a disease which killed thousands of people in London.
4. Sonnet – a short poem with fourteen lines, usually ten-syllable rhyming lines, divided into two, three, or four sections. 


	1. (Ch.1)  What is William Shakespeare famous for?  

	




	2. (Ch. 2) What did the narrator say about the Elizabethan period and the typical school day for Shakespeare? In your opinion, why do you think Shakespeare’s mother, Mary, had a big influence on him? 
  

	




	3. (Ch. 2)  What kind of books was he required to read in school that later became his favorites?  

	



	4. (Ch. 2) Why do you think Shakespeare dropped out of school at the age of 14 and did not go to University? 
 

	




	5. (Ch. 3) What do people think Shakespeare might have been doing throughout his 20’s? 


	



	6. (Ch. 3) When and where did Shakespeare start the most sensational play writing career in the history of the English language?
 

	



	7. (Ch.3) What is the name of the play which Shakespeare wrote in London that established him as a playwright in 1592?


	



	8. (Ch. 4) What do Shakespeare’s sonnets contain? To whom is the writer speaking?
  

	



	9. (Ch. 4) How do you think Shakespeare’s poems offer significant insights into his personal life? What is he saying about the “dark lady” in his sonnet 130? Who do you think the “beautiful young man” and the “dark lady” refer to in his personal life?


	





	10. (Ch. 5) How do we know of Shakespeare’s married life from his plays? What advice was given in his play “Twelfth Night?”  

	




	11. (Ch.5) What caused the ended Shakespeare’s career? Explain the condition.
 

	





	12. (Ch. 9) How has Ben Johnson influenced the recognition of Shakespeare today? 
 

	




	

	13. (Ch. 10) List two personal characteristics you find in this film about William Shakespeare which possibly shaped him to become the greatest playwright in history. 
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