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	Mystic Lands: Haiti: Dance of the Spirit

	Comprehension Quiz

	Instructions: 
1. Print out these questions and obtain a copy of the DVD from the LSC service desk.
2. Watch the video and write the answers to the questions on the answer sheet. 
3. WHEN YOU COMPLETE THIS QUIZ PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED ANSWER SHEET TO THE LSC SERVICE DESK.

	Summary:  
Dispelling the myths and preconceptions that surround the practice of voodoo, this episode explores the truth and beauty of the Haitian practice. See its powerful dance and fire ceremonies.


	Vocabulary:  
1. Houngan- A fully initiated voodoo priest
Context: The houngan acts as teacher, interpreter of the mystical, counselor, physician, and spiritual healer for his community of believers.
2. Lwa- The spirits or gods of voodoo; there are hundreds of lwa—gods for emotions, natural phenomena, and daily events
Context: The lwa can bring good fortune or bad, health or illness, crop sustaining rains or drought.
3. Mambo- A voodoo female priest
Context: In Haiti, mambos are considered both socially and spiritually powerful.
4. Peristyle- Open-sided building adjacent to the hounfor where voodoo ceremonies are held
Context: Voodoo rituals may take place in the peristyle.
5. Possession- Arrival of the lwa in the body of a believer; according to voodoo tradition; the lwa have the power to temporarily displace the soul of a living person and become the animating force of the physical body.
Context: After possession the believer returns to consciousness remembering little, if anything,about the experience.
6. Vévé- An elaborate, symbolic drawing of the lwa’s sign that represents the lwa to be invoked and serves as a focal point for the calling of the god; at a voodoo ceremony, the vévé is usually traced with cornmeal or ashes.
Context: It is on the vévé that offerings and sacrifices are placed.
7. Voodoo-Also known as voodoon, vodou, voudou, and voudoun; religious system formed in Haiti based on beliefs and practices brought from Africa that have been adaptively merged with components of Catholicism and American Indian traditional religion.
Context: Voodoo is the predominant religion in Haiti.

	Questions to Answer:

	1. What European first landed on Haiti?

	Answer the question here: 


	2. How did Haiti become prosperous by the mid-18th century? What were the consequences?

	Answer the question here: 





	3. What is the relationship between Catholicism and Haitian voodoo?

	Answer the question here: 










	4. How has Haiti’s economic situation changed over the centuries?

	Answer the question here: 










	5. What is a voodoo doll?

	Answer the question here: 






	6. Why are many voodoo practices misunderstood?

	Answer the question here: 



	7. What happens when a new religion tries to replace an old one?

	Answer the question here: 



	8. Give some examples of how Catholicism has influenced voodoo.

	Answer the question here: 





	9. What are some voodoo beliefs?

	Answer the question here: 


	10. How do Haitian followers of voodoo communicate with the gods?

	Answer the question here: 






	11. What is Epiphany?

	Answer the question here: 



	12. What is goal of a voodoo ceremony?

	Answer the question here: 
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