Word Forms

Prefixes and suffixes that are used in English give clues as to the meaning and, or, the function of
words. Typically suffixes indicate the function of a word in a sentence. For instance there are some
suffixes that are used only for nouns and others that are used for verbs, adjectives and adverbs. The
particular suffix used in forming a word also helps to give meaning to a word, for instance
‘competition’ and ‘competitor’ are both nouns that are formed from the verb ‘compete’. The *-or’
suffix, however, indicates that there is a person performing the action, whereas the ‘-tion’ suffix
indicates a condition or state of being. Do note, that some suffixes are used with more than one type of
word, so on their own they cannot be used to infer the function of the word in the sentence. In those
situations, other context clues are needed to provide the function of that word in a particular sentence.
For example, an ‘-ing’ suffix occurs with nouns, verbs and adjectives; in the sentence “Teaching is
interacting with interesting people,” teaching is a noun {a gerund), interacting is part of a verb phrase
in the present progressive tense, and interesting is an adjective that qualifies people.

Suffixes

The tables below provide the more common noun, verb and adjective suffixes and give the usage and
examples. There is only one common suffix for adverbs, and that is *-ly.” It is often added to adjectival

suffixes as in ‘creative’ and ‘creatively.’

Noun Endings

Ending Usage [Example
|2l th_¢_ act of doing, or 1he state of _ - %_betrayal,.refusa}

- -ance/-ancy/- srelatmg to quality, state or condmon ;performance, infancy,

-Eeﬂce/'eﬂcy ... .. . l|prominence, urgency ‘
tatm“ L ,_..&.,.&.__.._‘_.k,,iacti"“ or process of; result of k,w,k.k,k,k.v,v,k.u,,,k,k..k.:icreaﬁon reformation
%“1.‘?.".'.... o ondition, quality oract ) _']cowardme potice
Ler/-or 3épcrson or thing that performs the action ,]teacher worker, competitor

] _-Heglsiafo‘ _

i-graph ;-fa writing or record ‘ jatelegraph p()_lyg_raph

-ian person or thing ~|politician, amphibian

[ing " Thaving the quality of (gerund ending) __licaching, working

dism  actionor practice, theory or doctrine nationalism, Hinduism

1-ist 6ne who, or that which does or has to do ‘|nationalist, typist

Nty ééstate condmon or quahty | linferiority, confidentiality

i-ization nouns formed from verbs; condition, act, .tharmonization, urbanization
_ process 1

;—ment _ lhe product or result of Ehe means of éacmevement government

%-ness 7 ;relatmg to quality, state or condition :Ehappmess, sadness 7

ogy  thestdyof |biology geology




[oid ke resembling [humanoid, android

oty laplace for the action of the verb stem ,.r,zzsisrrmtﬂryzr.epo.ﬁl,tsf,y.,_ g

-ship the state, condition or quality of; art or \friendship, marksmanship
skill of

[being; resultof

-sion/-tion saction or process of condrtron or state of rejection, completion, connection .

Verb Endings

:EE“d*“g |Usage e i gE"a""lpha

i-ate iverbs from some Latm forms ;;fascmate, participate

§—ed forms the simple past and past participle of regular verbs - %walked, has walked

f-en [verbs formed fromadjectives  soften, weaken

év_er iverbs with a habitual or repeated action __-lst.u.tt_e_r, canter

Hy icause to be or become _Ibeauify, liquefy

}—ing present participle and part of progreSSIVe tenses §twalk1ng, is walking

E ise/-ize to cause to become, resemble; make into; to act in the manner of authorrze , sympathize

§_»s/-es ;endmg of third per_sor_r_srr_rgul_ar_,_ present tense _ o ’gwalks, runs

Adjective endings

'iUsage

Ending
[-able/-ible/-b
al

apable of, fit for, tending to, likelyto ... xible

relating to, having the nature of _ musical, personal

ii;—ant S Em the act or process of doing - givigiian_r,_ militant

-ed ladjectives formed from nouns - ginterested, bored

fent  |havingthequalityof ~ |dependent, resilient

;er  jcomparativeending ibigger, faster

pest gsupe_ﬂetive ending Ebiggest, fastest

:%-ful éfuli of, characterized by ;%beautiful, bountiful
a

-ic pertaining to, connected with, resembling é%voleanic, angelic

i-ing iparticipial form as an adjective |interesting, boring

i-istic _ _ iﬁhaving the qualities of, formed from girealistic, socialistic

e lderived fomsome Latinverbs finfinie, polite_

Hve ih_av_l_n_g_ atendencyto or thenatreof lattentive, massive
:i_-(_)r_y - 'a ‘place or instrument for doing the main element-slaboratory, dormitory
:-Ose ifquf hke....

-ous/—rous_w full of; having the quahtres of o %pmsonous anxious

verbose grandiose




Prefixes

Prefixes aid in determining the meaning of words. While some prefixes have only one meaning,
others may have more than one, or there may be several prefixes with the same meaning. It is a
situation that helps lead to the richness of the English vocabulary.

-EPreﬁx

ngsage

[Example

| {Wlthout o

-amoral, anarchy

_’_;;to toward near

B :adhore advert

‘beforc in tlme or order

:antechamber antecedem o

: agamst opposed to

|antiaircraft, antibiotic

’ibeneﬁcial benefactor

_ibicycle, bipolar

bystander byproduct

: c1rcum—

' co—/col~/com/
jcon-/cor-

itogethcr, with, jointly

§ co- -author, collaborate, combine, conspire,

correspond

7y

Jjagainst, opposite

gcontraception oontraband

down from, away,off

descent, declassify .

 jacross, through

_Eg-diagonal diagram

- iaway from, apart

o dlsconnect disown

%]upon above, outside, in addition

fiepldermxs, epilogue

‘fexhale exasperate

.S*beyond excessive, extreme

w_;hyperbole hyperactlve o

fhypo-

iunder beneath, down, less than

ypodermic, hypothesis

: m, into, on
+not

:1Hegxbie impolite, inoperable, irrefutable

{between, with each other

within, inside of

_Ibad, evil, wrong

malformedmahgnant ]

!
;%smau

/microscope, miCroorganism

N gwrong

imistake, misinformation

Jone,alone

|monotone, monopoly

“imany, much

multilingual, multiply

“inonentity, nonconformist

1objection, oblivious

joveractive, overdraft

Eperzmeter perlhehon




jpos-  afterintmeororder  postdated, postmortem

fpoly- fmany " polysamypolyson
i

i . -
|before in time or Ofder ... lpredict, precaution

'§forward toward the front ﬁéproject, prognosis
| ~ |occurring earlier

Ire- {back again - _jredo, Tenew

§r¢gr0- milback again, backward retrospectwe retroactive

seml—

; ="

If, partly semlconductor semiconscious

isub- /suc—/suf-/sup-

under beneath ;submarme succumb, suffocate support
]/sus—

swpeet

gsuper above greater better 8 uperﬁuous

with, together, assoc;ated thh ‘ fsyllable sympathy, synapse

Isyl-/sym-/syn- |

- three e ricycle

ross, through ~ransform, transfuse e

§trans—

‘ultra-

EibSYOHd, excessive, exireme Eultramarme ultravmiet

fun- not, opposed to; back unavoidable;undo

%unin ione, alone ‘junicorn, uniform

There are many words that have noun, verb, adjective, and adverb forms. A few of these word
form ‘families’ are given in thé chart below as examples. Any good dictionary will give you the
various forms of a word.

Inoun ladjective jadverb

ibeauty _ ébeautiful [beautifully

lcompetition/competi  lcompetitive competitively

;creatxon Ecrea_tiv_e_ ~ icreatively

gmanagement/manager émanage _ 4Egma_l_nageab}e_-iﬁmen_ag_e_a_b_l_y___2

:;natlonailst/natlonaixsm 4Enationalize:%petiqna_l_ ~Inationally '

natwe | natural Inaturally

{
i
| inoticeable |noticeably

fsadness isad isadly

significance significant _|significantly -
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