DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS
BRIGHT SPOTS FROM EVERY CORNER OF FHSS

Anthropology
This past January, undergraduate anthropology students Alexa Blankenship, Jake Hubbert,
Jacob Jepsen, and Kelsey Ellis traveled to Poznan,
Poland, to present their original research at the 20th
International Archaeological Student Conference.
The conference theme was technology and social
structures of people during the first 500,000 years
of human history, and the conference provided
a unique opportunity for students to share Utah
archaeology with professionals throughout the
world. Kelsey Ellis was awarded best paper for her
research on recreating Fremont fiber technology.

Family Life

Psychology

The School of Family Life’s marriage and family
therapy graduate program was ranked No. 1 for
research productivity and had four faculty members
named among the top 10 most prolific researchers
in the field. The research from BYU’s program helps
develop both academic and practical approaches
to marriage and family therapy and facilitates
numerous student-mentored research experiences.
In another division of the School of Family Life,
Professor Natalie Hancock was recognized as the
Utah family and consumer sciences educator of
the year.

Two psychology professors were recognized for
their skills and talents in the field this year. Julianne
Holt-Lundstad was appointed to the National
Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine’s
Committee on Health and Medical Dimensions of
Social Isolation and Loneliness in Older Adults.
Additionally, Gary Burlingame received the American
Group Psychotherapy Association’s highest honor—
the Distinguished Fellowship Award—for contributions to science and training.

Geography
Economics
BYU economics students Alex Hoagland and
Trevor Woolley recently published their article
“It’s No Accident: Evaluating the Effectiveness
of Vehicle Safety Inspections” in Contemporary
Economic Policy. The article studied the effects
of vehicle safety inspections in New Jersey. The
research from the study was presented during
the 2017 Utah State Legislature session and was
converted into a bill by Representative Dan McCay
of House District 41.

In 2018 the Geography Department began a
monthly brown bag lecture series where geography faculty share their experiences and research
with students. These informal lectures provide an
opportunity for faculty and students from majors
and departments across campus to learn more
about department activities and have the chance
to ask questions about the research and the field
as a whole. The Geography Department is excited
to continue these lectures in 2019.

History
In 2018 the History Department celebrated several
notable occurrences, including the career of Neil
York, the longest serving member of the department,
who retired in 2019. Additionally, faculty member
Andy Johns became president of the Pacific branch
of the American Historical Association, representing
Brigham Young University and the College of Family,
Home, and Social Sciences. For Halloween, multiple
faculty members dressed up as World War I soldiers
and held a “debate of the dead,” remarking on past
and contemporary views of war, peace, and change.
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Neuroscience
As part of the DANA Alliance Brain Awareness
Campaign, undergraduate and graduate members
of the Neuroscience Club used dissected sheep
brains to discuss major brain functions, telling
interactive stories about medical case studies.
More than 900 local fourth- through sixth-grade
students enjoyed learning about the brain and had
plenty of questions about functional anatomy and
health. Neuroscience students engaged with the
children, explaining why our brains sometimes do
unexpected things. The children were encouraged
to care about their personal brain health and to
engage their curiosity about the human mind.

Politcal Science
Ralf Gruenke from the Public Affairs Network of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
in Europe spoke at the BYU public affairs lecture
series and addressed several different characteristics of success. He advised becoming a blend
of a specialist and a generalist: knowing one skill
well but having many other skills to supplement
it. He suggested that we cultivate our passions
rather than simply following our passions. He also
encouraged gaining advice from all sorts of people
to gain all sorts of perspectives, and he affirmed
that political science was a good foundation for a
career in communications.

Social Work
Substantial research is happening in the Social
Work Department. Dr. Stacey Shaw is continuing
her work with refugees both locally and in Malaysia.
With a team of students, she has been interviewing
these refugees over the past several years in an
effort to understand their experience. Dr. Steve
Hoffman recently spoke at the largest health literacy conference in the nation, presenting his leading research on the challenges of the transition of
healthcare from foster care to adulthood. Dr. Cory
Dennis is collecting clinical data from substance
abuse treatment centers.

Sociology
BYU sociology took on numerous leading roles this
past year. Dr. Carol Ward, a long-time member of
the Sociology Department, was recently appointed
to be the new editor of Rural Sociology, a prestigious journal. In addition to this, Dr. John Hoffmann
was appointed director of the Washington Seminar
program for the upcoming 2018–2019 academic
year in Washington, DC. This program allows FHSS
students the opportunity to have valuable learning
and internship experiences in the nation’s capital.
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