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	How to Write an Essay

	Comprehension QUIZ

	Instructions: 
1. Print out these questions and obtain a copy of the DVD from the LSC service desk.
2. Watch the video and write the answers to the questions on the answer sheet. 
3. WHEN YOU COMPLETE THIS QUIZ PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED ANSWER SHEET TO THE LSC SERVICE DESK.

	Summary: 
From the library, our host shares a brief history of the essay, and explains narrative, descriptive, persuasive, and expository formats. He also clarifies several organizational patterns, such as chronological, compare and contrast, and cause and effect. As the host describes the ten steps to the essay writing process, high school student Aimee prepares a literary analysis essay on Romeo and Juliet, modeling each important step.
· DVD cover

	Vocabulary:  
1. Essay (noun): a short piece of writing on a particular subject
Ex. I have to write an essay on the causes of the First World War.
2. Analysis (noun): a separation of a whole into its parts for close study
Ex. This book is an analysis of poverty and its causes.
3. Purpose (noun): a goal, aim, function
Ex. The building is used for religious purposes.
4. Narrative (adjective): a story
Ex. She gave a narrative of her strange experience.
5. Descriptive (adjective): containing vivid details
Ex. He gave a descriptive account of his journey to South America.
6. Persuasive (adjective): convincing; giving good reasons to believe or act
Ex. His arguments were very persuasive.
7. Expository (adjective): intended to explain or describe something; a guiding system of belief
Ex. The film suffers from too much expository dialogue.
8. Chronological (adjective): arranged in the order that events happened
Ex. The facts should be presented in chronological order.
9. Thesis (noun): a statement to be argued
Ex. The thesis in the essay is elaborated in great detail.
10. Tone (noun): the general attitude towards a subject in a piece of writing
Ex. The overall tone of the essay is angry.

http://www.manythings.org/sentences/words/narrative/1.html
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com
http://sentence.yourdictionary.com/thesis
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/

	Questions to Answer:

	1. Choose the best word from the vocabulary box to fill in the blanks (Questions 1 to 10).
In his __________, Alberto stated that guarding freedom of speech outweigh any public safety concerns, which he then developed into a great essay.

	Answer the question here: 



	2. In order to conduct a close __________ of the American legal system, our history teacher felt we should begin by studying the Magna Carta.

	Answer the question here: 



	3. Our science teacher assigned a three paragraph __________ where we explain what we felt was the greatest discovery of the last century.

	Answer the question here: 



	4. An essay that focuses on how the five senses perceive a place or even, is called a/an __________ essay.

	Answer the question here: 



	5. A/an __________ essay attempts to move the audience to carry out an action or to adopt a viewpoint.

	Answer the question here: 



	6. A/an __________ account of your life would probably begin with your birth.

	Answer the question here: 



	7. The __________ of your paper should reflect how you feel about a topic.

	Answer the question here: 



	8. Anna wrote a/an __________ essay detailing the time she got lost hiking.

	Answer the question here: 



	9. Colby’s __________ for his speech on the benefits of competing with the speech team was to recruit new members.

	Answer the question here: 



	10. Shotae wrote a/an __________ essay where he pointed out the importance of balance of power in each element of the American political system.

	Answer the question here: 



	11. What is the topic of an essay that you have written recently? What kind of essay was it (e.g. narrative, descriptive, persuasive, expository)? Give 2 reasons. (3 points)

	Answer the question here: 











	12. Write the letter of the best answer in the space provided, or write True or False for each statement (Questions 12 to 19).
We get the word “essay” from a French term that means __________.
a. compare and contrast
b. cause and effect
c. trials or attempts
d. writing classification

	Answer the question here: 



	13. What are the four main purposes when writing an essay?
a. celebrate, create, brainstorm and inform
b. narrate, describe, persuade and inform
c. organize, outline, explain and define
d. describe, argue, support and assert

	Answer the question here: 



	14. Which of the following is an example of an expository essay?
a. defining the use of personification in a poem
b. convincing classmates to buy recycled products
c. explaining what a spring day smells and feels like
d. describing your trip to Cape Canaveral

	Answer the question here: 



	15. If you were writing an essay on applying for college entrance, the best organizational technique would be?
a. chronological
b. compare and contrast
c. cause and effect
d. classification

	Answer the question here:



	16. Why would you use the journalism questions?
a. to check your research
b. to create a believable excuse for any mistakes
c. to make your paper longer
d. to narrow your topic
e. all of the above

	Answer the question here:



	17. The tone of a paper can be described as __________.
a. your attitude towards your topic
b. determining for whom you are writing
c. researching your topic for support
d. narrowing your purpose

	Answer the question here:



	18. True or False? You need at least three main ideas that support the thesis statement.

	Answer the question here:



	19. True or False? You should write the body of your essay before writing the introduction.

	Answer the question here:



	20. Why do you think a good thesis statement should make a direct assertion? Give 2 reasons. (2 points)

	Answer the question here:







	21. If you were writing an essay on life in the city and life in a small town, why do you think the best organizational technique would be compare and contrast? Give 2 reasons. (2 points)

	Answer the question here:








	22. Why do you think one should not choose as wide a topic as possible when writing an essay? Give 2 reasons. (2 points)

	Answer the question here:









	23. When writing an essay, why would you want to choose a topic that interests you? Give 2 reasons. (2 points)

	Answer the question here:










Created by: 
Teacher’s Video Company
Compiled by:
Carianne Hirano 3/9/15
Edited by:
Penelope Stewart 2/23/18


1

2

4

