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	Blackfish

	Quiz

	Instructions: 
1. Print out these questions and obtain a copy of the DVD from the LSC front desk.
2. Watch the video and write the answers to the questions on the answer sheet that you printed. 
3. WHEN YOU COMPLETE THIS QUIZ PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED ANSWER SHEET TO THE LSC FRONT DESK.

	Summary:  

         Blackfish tells the story of Tilikum, a performing killer whale that killed several people while in captivity. Along the way, director-producer Gabriela Cowperthwaite compiles shocking footage and emotional interviews to explore the creature’s extraordinary nature, the species’ cruel treatment in captivity, the lives and losses of the trainers and the pressures brought to bear by the multi-billion dollar sea-park industry.

This emotionally wrenching, tautly structured story challenges us to consider our relationship to nature and reveals how little we humans have learned from these highly intelligent and enormously sentient fellow mammals.


	Vocabulary: 
1. Documentary (Noun) - a film, television or radio program that gives detailed information about a particular subject
Ex) A local film crew is making a documentary about volcanoes.

2. Capture (Verb) - to catch an animal after chasing or following it.
Ex) The tiger was finally captured two miles outside the village.

3. Abuse (Verb) – to deliberately use something for the wrong purpose or for your own advantage:
Ex) The number alcoholics, people who drink too much alcohol, is actually quite a small percentage.

4. Investigate  (Verb) - to try to find out the truth about or the cause of something such as a crime, accident, or scientific problem
Ex) The state police are investigating the incident.

5. Artificial Insemination (Noun) - the medical process of making female animal pregnant by using a piece of equipment, rather than by having sex.
Ex) Seaworld uses artificial insemination to get whales pregnant.

6. Genetic Disorder (Noun) - A disease or condition caused by an absent or defective gene or by a chromosomal aberration, such as Down Syndrome.
Ex)  Most genetic disorders are quite rare and affect one person in every several thousands or millions.

7. Proximity (Noun) - nearness in distance or time
Ex) Others say that the whales' dorsal fins flop over on animals that are kept in captivity due to their proximity to the water’s surface.

8. Artificial Insemination (Noun) - the medical process of making a woman or female animal pregnant by using a piece of equipment, rather than by having sex.
Ex) Seaworld uses artificial insemination to get female whales pregnant.

9.  Offspring ( Noun) - a child or several children of a parent (could be from an animal or human)
      Ex) A hen was trying to get her offspring into the nest.

10. Viable (Adj) - a possible idea, plan, or method that may work successfully.
      Ex) The committee came forward with one viable solution.


	Questions to Answer:

	1. What was the behavior exhibited by the young whales and their pods during the time of capture from the ocean?

	Answer the question here: 




	2. Describe the environment that Tilikum lived in during his time at Sealand in British Columbia.

	Answer the question here: 





	3. What evidence did the Sealand trainers have that Tilikum was being picked on by the other orcas?

	Answer the question here: 


	4. When the trainer was killed, what happened to Sealand?

	Answer the question here: 




	5. Why was SeaWorld Orlando so interested in buying Tilikum when Sealand closed?

	Answer the question here: 



	6. What were the SeaWorld trainers told about Tilikum’s past behavior when he arrived?

	Answer the question here: 




	7. During a typical performance at SeaWorld, what activities do the orcas do? 

	Answer the question here: 



	8. The day that Dawn Brancheau died, trainers say that Tilikum was off his game. What behavior did they witness that caused them to be concerned? 

	Answer the question here: 




	9. How exactly did Dawn Brancheau die?

	Answer the question here: 





	10. After Dawn’s death, what happened to Tilikum?

	Answer the question here: 




	11. This documentary is mainly told through the viewpoints of 5 former SeaWorld trainers. Why did the filmmakers not include testimony from current SeaWorld employees?

	Answer the question here: 





	12. Sea World is currently appealing a court ruling that makes trainers stay a certain distance away from whales to ensure their safety. Do you believe that SeaWorld should be fighting that decision? Why or why not?

	Answer the question here: 






	13. There is a huge movement by PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) and other organizations to have all the whales in captivity released into the wild. Do you believe that is a viable option? 

	Answer the question here: 






	14. Sea World no longer captures orcas from the wild. Instead, they collect semen (male sperm) from males and artificially inseminate females to produce offspring. How do you feel about that practice?

	Answer the question here: 






	15. Sea World trainers would tell people watching the orca shows that Tilikum’s dorsal fin was flopped over due to a genetic disorder. Others say that the dorsal fin flops over on animals that are kept in captivity due to their proximity to the water’s surface and the exposure to the sun. Which of those two arguments do you believe and why?

	Answer the question here: 
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