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	King Corn

	Comprehension Quiz

	Instructions: 
1. Print out these questions and obtain a copy of the DVD from the LSC service desk.
1. Watch the video and write the answers to the questions on the answer sheet. 
1. WHEN YOU COMPLETE THIS QUIZ PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED ANSWER SHEET TO THE LSC SERVICE DESK.

	Summary:  
Two college best friends, Curtis and Ian, were curious as to what they were made up of. When they received their answer, they decided to move to Iowa, grow corn, and trace where it goes after it leaves the fields. As they know nothing about farming corn, they ask people in the community for assistance. Throughout their research and experiences, they understand why corn is so abundant and everywhere. They concluded that Americans don’t think of what goes into their system. This carelessness, they conclude, has led to America’s obese society. 


	Vocabulary:  
1. Acreage (noun)- An area of land measured in acres.
Ex. The boys farmed a small acreage of corn.
1. Agriculture (noun)- The science, art, and business of cultivating soil, producing crops, and raising livestock; farming.
Ex. The land was cleared for the use of agriculture.
1. Confinement (verb)- The act of being restricted in movement.
Ex. The cattle were kept in confinement.
1. Dramatically (adverb)- Great in appearance or effect
Ex. The production of corn dramatically increased over the years.
1. Fertilizer (noun)- Natural and/or synthetic materials spread on or worked into soil to increase its capacity to support plant growth.
Ex. For best results, fertilizer should be spread evenly.
1. Herbicide (noun)- A chemical substance that is toxic to plants and is used to destroy or inhibit unwanted vegetation.
Ex. Herbicides can get rid of the weeds in your flowerbed. 
1. Industrialize (adverb)- To organize (the production of something) as an industry. 
Ex. America is a fully industrialized nation.
1. Marijuana (noun)- The cannabis plant (weed, pot, grass, dope, etc.) 
Ex. The possession of marijuana can result in one year of imprisonment and a $2,000 fine.
1. Obese (adj.)- It is a condition where body weight is increased by excessive accumulation of fat. 
Ex. Jane has a hard time breathing due to being obese.
1. Subsidy (noun)- Monetary (money) assistance granted by a government to a person or group in support of an enterprise regarded as being in the public interest.
Ex. The government will provide a subsidy for farmers growing corn. 


	

	1. When we eat our food eventually it makes it into our hair. Where did Curtis and Ian trace their hair back to?

	Answer the question here: 



	1. It was mentioned that even the way corn is planted had been industrialized. Why do farmers grow corn this way?

	Answer the question here: 




	1. As the corn grew, so did the weeds. What was the type of weed common in this area?

	Answer the question here: 



	1. After the corn had grown, farmers had to pay someone to spray herbicides on their corn. What would spraying the herbicide do for the corn? 

	Answer the question here: 



	1. Where did the native corn originate from?

	Answer the question here: 



	1. In the town where they were growing the corn in Iowa, there was a big elevator. What was in this elevator and why was this elevator built?

	Answer the question here: 



	1. Traditionally cows were fed only grass or hay. Today, they are raised in confinement and fed corn. What is the result of this change?

	Answer the question here: 




	1. Why do Americans prefer corn fed meat over grass fed meat?

	Answer the question here: 



	1. Why has the use for table sugar in America dropped dramatically? 

	Answer the question here: 




	1. Why did Curtis and Ian say that planting corn was not really a “hands-on experience” or an experience that requires physical action? 

	Answer the question here:




	1. When Curtis and Ian calculated their expenses, it looked like they were actually losing money. They were told that many farmers experienced the same thing. Why did the farmers continue to plant corn?

	Answer the question here: 



	1. If Ian’s great grand-father was to fly over the corn fields today, approximately how many corn plants would he see?

	Answer the question here: 



	1. Curtis and Ian did some research to predict where their corn was going to end up. Why did they say they did not like where their corn would end up?

	Answer the question here: 




	1. Obesity is a problem Americans face today. List at least 3 products that have corn listed as an ingredient.

	Answer the question here: 



	1. From the movie we have learned that food in America continues to become easier to produce and more affordable to consumers. Do you feel that companies should continue to do this? Why or why not?

	Answer the question here: 
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