


BYU Hawaii Curriculum Proposal Number [15-06] 

Section 2 – Overview (Support) 
 

Summary: The Political Science Department proposes the formation of a Criminal Justice 
Certificate. The certificate will employ courses already offered but will also add two more 
courses: CRMJ 301 Basic Criminal Justice, and CRMJ 371 Investigations and Criminology. We 
hope the certificate will become official and available to students as quickly as possible. The 
proposed Criminal Justice Certificate is outlined as follows: 

 
I. Core (6):    CRMJ 301 Basic Criminal Justice (3) 
     CRMJ 371 Criminal Investigation and Criminology (3) 
 
II. Electives (9): At least one class from each set 
  

Set A—Theory  POSC 230 Governance and Public Law (3) 
     POSC 358 Comparative Law (3) 
     POSC 410 Constitution of the US (3) 
 
 Set B—Skills  POSC 335 Issues of Terrorism (3) 

PMGT 350 Crisis Management (3) 
PMGT 360 Disaster Management (3) 
 
 

Abundant law and criminal justice-related opportunities await our students if we but capitalize. 
This certificate will allow holders to move into a variety of positions related to the courts and 
law enforcement at all levels of local, state and federal government.  

Our interest in a Criminal Justice Certificate originated with concern about our Pacific Island 
students. About one third of Political Science majors come from the Pacific Islands, about 40 
to 50 students in all. Eager to give them a useful and practical education we in the Political 
Science Department investigated the viability of basic legal training, prompting the formation 
of the Legal Studies Certificate. The Criminal Justice Certificate aims to attract students, 
especially Pacific Island students, eager to join the ranks of law enforcement in their own 
countries.  

In February 2015 Earl Morris approached us in POSC and proposed a joint venture. By his 
account, President Wheelwright encouraged the formation of such a certificate as a way to 
give graduates practical skills which could help them land jobs in their home countries. 
President even sent Morris to BYU-Idaho to study the criminal justice program there and draw 
insights. In the fall of 2014 Morris set up a section through the Social Work department and 
managed to attract 22 students.  

Because most of the related courses belong to Political Science, Brian Houghton, Troy Smith, 
and Michael Murdock met with Morris and made a recommendation to CBCG Dean Jim Lee and 
AVP Max Checketts, offering the Political Science Department as a home for Morris’ criminal 
justice classes. Further discussion revealed that a Criminal Justice Certificate would also 
strongly complement the Legal Studies Certificate and the Public Management Certificate.  

Fear that new criminal justice courses would compete with extant POSC courses led us to 
conclude that the Criminal Justice courses be given their own designation—CRMJ. That way 
the courses cannot count as POSC elective credit and hence will not dilute POSC elective 
offerings.   

Because the certificate will allow for some double dipping and because it only requires 15 
credits at the most, we are confident the load on students will not be severe. Our major 



requires only 40 credits. We actively encourage that students seek a certificate. In point of 
fact, Political Science majors have to get some sort of additional minor or certificate just to 
accumulate the requisite 120 hours needed to graduate. This certificate will give them another 
option. It requires no prerequisites and harbors no hidden costs. Given the particular interest 
generated by this certificate we hope to draw students from other majors into our courses. We 
also hope it will attract Pacific Island students and give them a solid career focus. 

At present the Criminal Justice Certificate involves two core courses and three electives. The 
first core course CRMJ 301 Basic Criminal Justice has already been taught twice as Social Work 
390. The second course CRMJ 371 Criminal Investigation and Criminology is entirely new. It is 
our hope to offer at least one of the two core courses each semester.  

The electives—all six—are already on the books and are offered by the Political Science 
Department. Students can choose from six electives but must select at least one course from 
each of two sets.  

 

 

 

 

 



BYU Hawaii Curriculum Proposal Number [15-06] 

Section 3 - Program Proposal 
Upon approval, the information presented on this course proposal sheet will become 
binding on the department and the university. Any material changes require a new 
program proposal. 

Effective Date: Immediately upon approval 

College: College of Business, Computing, and Government 

Abbreviation: CRMJ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Major Requirements Sheet (MRS): The main document required for a program 
proposal is the MRS which is used by academic advisors, students, and others. It 
must be attached immediately following this page. It must clearly identify ALL 
requirements that must be met. Take special care to make sure the MRS is as clear 
and accurate as possible. 

Core elements of the Major Requirements Sheet are binding as approved and cannot 
be changed without a new program proposal. The following elements are core. 

The list of Requirements 

For each requirement, the number of credits required (if applicable) and the specific courses 
by number (or number range) that can be applied to meet that requirement.  

Take special care that “and” and “or” are clarified when complex alternatives are presented. If 
appropriate, simplify to meet the normal case and allow waivers and substitutions to be used 
to meet unusual cases. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Immediately following this page, attach the revised Major Requirements Sheet and 
sample Major Academic Plan. 

Following the MRS and MAP, attach PDF copies of the online catalog web pages that 
should change as a result of this proposal. Indicate the location of changes that 
should be made. 

 



 

 

   Criminal Justice Certificate  
CTCRMJ.2015 

     15 credits 
 

Effective Date: 08/2015 
 
 

 
 

 
No more than 6 credits of this certificate may overlap with credits used for another major or certificate.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No grade below C- will be accepted in fulfilling certificate requirements. 
 

 
 
 
 

Name 
of Student: 

 
Student ID #:  Graduation Date 

Home Country:   
IWORK 

Advisor: Name Date 

Required                                                                                                                                                                                        6 Credits 
 

Course # Title Hr. Prerequisites Offered Sem. Grade 

CRMJ 301 Basic Criminal Justice 3  F   

CRMJ 371 Criminal Investigation and Criminology 3  W   

Electives                                                                                                                                                                                        9 Credits 
            Complete 3, including at least 1 class from each set 

        Set A - Theory 

POSC 230 Governance and Public Law 3  F,W   

POSC 358 Comparative Law 3  F   

POSC 410  Constitution of the US 3  S   

        Set B - Skills 

POSC 335 Issues of Terrorism 3  W   

PMGT 350 Crisis Management 3  S   

PMGT 360 Disaster Management 3  F   

Total Credits Mapped for Graduation: 

The terms of this mRS will be honored by the Department and University within the next 8 years.  If courses cease to be offered, options for substitution will be provided. 

 





























BYU Hawaii Curriculum Proposal Number [15-06] 

Section 4 - Course Proposal (core) 
Upon approval, the information presented on this course proposal sheet will become 
binding on the department and the university. Any material changes require a new 
course proposal. 

Effective Date: Immediately upon approval 

College: College of Business, Computing, and Government 

Course Prefix: CRMJ 

Course Number: 301 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NEW COURSE.  

Full Title: Basic Criminal Justice 

Short Title (for Transcript, 30-char max): Basic Criminal Justice 

Catalog Entry (50-word recommended maximum): Introduction to the fundamentals of 
criminal justice, including crime and its consequences, law enforcement systems, ethics, 
policing, sentencing, and police institutions. 

Prerequisites: none 

Credit Hours: 3 

Frequency: Fall and Summer semester 

Grading Method: A-B-C 

Course Fees: none 

Learning Objectives: Each student who passes this course will be able to do the following:  

1. Understand the goals of the criminal justice system 

2. Recognize the different responsibilities of local, state and federal criminal justice agencies 

3. Understand crime and the rule of saw 

4. Understand the history, structure, and institutions of American law enforcement 

5. Understand the ethics of criminal justice 

6.  Understand policing roles, styles, and functions 

7. Understand sentencing, appeals and the death penalty 

8. Understand the professional opportunities available in the criminal justice field 

 

Assessment Methods:  

Students will be assessed using written assignments, worksheets, case brief assignments, 
class reports, and a final exam 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Immediately following this page, attach a sample syllabus if needed. 

Following this page, attach PDF copies of the online catalog web pages that should 
change as a result of this proposal. Indicate the location of changes that should be 
made.  











BYU Hawaii Curriculum Proposal Number [15-06] 

Section 4 - Course Proposal (core) 
Upon approval, the information presented on this course proposal sheet will become 
binding on the department and the university. Any material changes require a new 
course proposal. 

Effective Date: Immediately upon approval 

College: College of Business, Computing, and Government 

Course Prefix: CRMJ 

Course Number: 371 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NEW COURSE.  

Full Title: Criminal Investigation and Criminology  

Short Title (for Transcript, 30-char max): Crimnl Investgtn & Criminology 

Catalog Entry (50-word recommended maximum): Explores the techniques, methods, 
science, and system by which criminal investigations are handled and presented to the courts. 

Prerequisites: none 

Credit Hours: 3 

Frequency: Winter semester 

Grading Method: A-B-C 

Course Fees: none 

Learning Objectives: Each student who passes this course will be able to do the following:  

1. Understand the goals of the criminal investigation process 

2. Recognize the different methods of collecting evidence 

3. Understand criminal behavior and rule of law 

4. Learn to collect evidence from a crime scene 

5. Understand how to establish a case file and write a case report 

6. Learn to gather information, interview, and interrogate 

7. Understand the court presentation of evidence 

8. Understand the professional opportunities available in the Criminal Investigations Field 

 

Assessment Methods:  

Students will be assessed using written assignments, worksheets, case brief assignments, 
class reports, and a final exam 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Immediately following this page, attach a sample syllabus if needed. 

Following this page, attach PDF copies of the online catalog web pages that should 
change as a result of this proposal. Indicate the location of changes that should be 
made.  

  














