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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Mystic Lands Taj Mahal: Heaven on Earth

	Comprehension Quiz

	Instructions: 
1. Print out these questions and obtain a copy of the DVD from the LSC service desk.
2. Watch the video and write the answers to the questions on the answer sheet. 
3. WHEN YOU COMPLETE THIS QUIZ PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED ANSWER SHEET TO THE LSC SERVICE DESK.

	Summary:  
Located in Agra, India, the Taj Mahal is a complex of gardens, mosques, and minarets constructed as a tribute to Shah Jehan’s wife, Mumtaz Mahal, after her death. In his grief, Jehan vowed to build the most beautiful tomb ever. Explore the spiritual motivations that shaped the Taj Mahal and the city of Fatehpur Sikr.

	Vocabulary:  
1. Agra- City situated on the banks of the Yamuna River in north-central India; capital of India during the 16th and 17th centuries 
             Context: Agra is where the Taj Mahal is located.
2. Akbar- Third of the Mughal rulers; first Mughal ruler born on Indian soil, and grandfather of Shah Jehan 
Context: Akbar was known for his attempts to increase religious tolerance in his empire and for his construction of the utopian city Fatehpur Sikri.
3. Mughals- Muslim rulers of India from 1526 to 1858 
Context: Under Mughal rulers, architecture and religious tolerance flourished, especially during the rule of Akbar.
4. Mumtaz Mahal- The beloved wife of Shah Jehan who died during the birth of their 14th child 
Context: After Mumtaz Mahal’s death, Shah Jehan created the Taj Mahal as her tomb and as a beautiful architectural expression of the love they had shared.
5. Shah Jehan- Fifth emperor of India from the Mughal dynasty; builder of the Taj Mahal
Context: Shah Jehan was deposed by his son Aurangzeb and spent the last eight years of his life gazing at the Taj Mahal from his room in Agra’s Red Fort.
6. Taj Mahal- A tomb built in memory of Mumtaz Mahal by her husband Shah Jehan; considered the most beautiful building in the world, or a “heaven on Earth,” by many 
Context: Located in Agra, India, the Taj Mahal has come to symbolize the nation of India.

	Questions to Answer:

	1. What is the Taj Mahal, who built it, and why?

	Answer the question here: 




	2. Are there any other theories about why the Taj Mahal was constructed?

	Answer the question here: 



	3. Who were the Mughals, and when did they rule?

	Answer the question here: 



	4. Why did the Mughal ruler Akbar seek religious tolerance?

	





	5. What construction logistics were involved in building the Taj Mahal?

	Answer the question here: 






	6. What symbolic elements are in the Taj Mahal’s design?

	Answer the question here: 










	7. What religions are represented in India?

	Answer the question here: 


	8. What does “Taj Mahal” mean, and why is this name appropriate?

	Answer the question here: 



	9. What was Shah Jehan’s faith?

	Answer the question here: 


	10. What spiritual symbols are found in the Taj Mahal?

	Answer the question here: 
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