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The Planets: Different Worlds
Comprehension Quiz
Answer Key


Your answers should be similar to the following.
	1.  Before 1930, the year Clyde William Tombaugh discovered Pluto, astronomers knew of only eight planets. What made them think there was a ninth planet?





	2.  “He took the walk from the comparator room all the way down to the director’s office. And he stopped and did his tie, and combed his hair a little bot. And he said, ‘I wanted to appear a little nonchalant about this.’ So then he stepped into the office: ‘Dr. Slipher, I have found your Planet X.’” Give a definition for the word “nonchalant” in the space provided below:




	3.  The nine planets are indeed “nine different worlds.” Give some of the descriptive features that makes them different and unique from one another.

	Planets
	Descriptive Features

	Mercury
	

	Venus
	

	Earth
	

	Mars
	

	Jupiter
	

	Saturn
	

	Uranus
	

	Neptune
	

	Pluto
	




	4. What are nebulae? Why are they important to planet formation?





	5. What happened during and after World War II that led to the U.S. being able to explore space?
  







	6. Viktor Safronov, the Russian scientist, theorized that the planets formed through a process called accretion. What is accretion?
 







	7. “Unknown to the West, Sofronov had taken a giant stride toward a theory of planet formation. Perhaps somewhere in the Solar System, there might be a planet bearing the hallmarks of his theory: craters.” In this context, what does “hallmarks” mean?
 



	8. “Koralev’s rockets had opened the door to space; the planets were beckoning.” Give at least two synonyms for the verb “to beckon”:


 

	9. What is time-lapse photography? How have astronomers used this method to help explore the planets?






	10. What is the importance of the comet, Shoemaker-Levy IX?
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