
Political Science 450-001 and MESA 495-001  Donna Lee Bowen 
Capstone Seminar on Iraq donna_bowen@byu.edu       734 SWKT/203 HRCB 
FALL 2017 in 793 SWKT at TTH 9:30 – 10:45 am.   Tel: 801 422-3409  
Office hours TTH 2-3:00 p.m. and by appt.  794 SWKT 
 
Some days I will have research meetings on Tuesdays at 2. If this proves to be a continuing problem, I 
will change my office hour times. Please feel free to set up appointments at times that suit you.           Some         801 422-3409 
  
Purpose of course: 
This class is first and foremost a capstone seminar which culminates in writing a professional research 
paper of sufficient quality to satisfy the major’s and BYU’s writing requirements. The subject matter of 
this seminar focuses on Iraq in all its contemporary complexity before and following the US defeat of the 
regime of Saddam Hussein and Iraqi efforts at state-building. The course includes reading and discussion 
on the entrance of ISIS into the fray, their conquest of Mosul and other cities, and the attempts to 
dislodge them. We will also discuss the large international context of ISIS’s rule in Syria and Iraq.  
 
Understanding this situation, as is the case with so many international conflicts, necessitates mastering 
a wealth of material and methodological approaches related to political science: history, international 
relations, ethnic cleavages and conflict, economic considerations, religious schisms, and US foreign 
policy. Some students in the course are Middle East Studies/Arabic majors and will use their Arabic 
language skills in research.  
 
Goals for the class include 
$ Develop research, organization, analysis and writing skills sufficient to write a substantial 

research paper. 
$ Understand and be able to explain the situation in Iraq and neighboring countries from both an 

Iraqi and a US perspective. Appreciate the regional implications of the 2003 Iraq war and its 
blowback.  

$ Present your research in a professional manner 
$ Master scholarly interaction in a community of scholars 

 
One of my goals of this course is to guide students to work through the research, evaluation, 
presentation and writing process of producing a fluently written, thoughtful and analytical research 
paper. An equally important goal is to aid you in mastering a subject (here the current situation in Iraq) 
in depth and to learn enough to ask and answer critical questions about it – addressing issues with 
curiosity and understanding. This is meant to be a demanding course with high-level readings and 
professional writing. You should expect to read the equivalent of a book a week between class 
assignments and your research. You will combine substantive reading assignments with paper research 
and writing. Punctuality and preparation are necessary as are critical reading and fluent writing skills. 
Please adjust your schedule so you devote due attention to this class. If you do, you will find it to be one 
of your most fulfilling experiences at university and, I hope, a model for professional experience. 
 
What is a seminar? While classes often follow a lecture format and may employ student discussion, 
seminars are conducted differently. Students and professor work together to master a topic Students, 
not only the professor, are responsible for presentation of readings and analysis of data from a number 
of different standpoints. Seminar papers are presented and critiqued by the entire group. While 
students each write a substantial research paper which integrates all the skills they have developed at 
university, the group shares a strong research experience in aiding all individuals to achieve this goal. 
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The handout, Paper Guidelines, will walk you through the process. 
 
Reading: We will begin by reading and discussing the basics of Iraqi history and political culture. In terms 
of the situation in Iraq as it unfolds, we are dependent upon journalism and the media as well as 
scholars. Journalists write the first draft of history, and we will emphasize methods to read and critique 
their work. Following the international news on the Middle East and on U.S. policy is essential for this 
class. Read the New York Times and stay abreast of other news. We will read blogs, newspapers, 
academic journals, magazines, and internet – everything possible. We’ll circulate material of great 
interest among the class and discuss them in class. 
 
Required:  
$ Gareth Stansfield, Iraq: People, History, Politics, Polity Press, second edition 
$            Mark Kukis, Voices from Iraq: A People’s History 2003-2009, Columbia University Press, hardback 
Note: This book is no longer available from the publisher but you may be able to pick up a copy for a few 
dollars from a used book outlet or read a library copy. 
$    Riverbed, Baghdad Burning, The Feminist Press at CYNY, 2005. Some of your will have already 
read this book. Students who have not yet read it must read it before reading Voices from Iraq.. 
$           New York Times subscription 

 
Optional: The Islamic State. 
There are many books and articles on this topic. I am assigning sufficient reading on this topic with 
articles designed to bring you up to speed. However, many of you may want to read more. Just make 
sure that you are reading reputable materials. Here are some suggestions. 
$          Joby Warrick. Black Flags: The Rise of ISIS. Anchor 2015/reprint 2016. Paper. This is the book 
ordered in the bookstore. 
Other good materials that treat aspects of the Islamic State phenomenon:  

 William McCants, The ISIS Apocalypse: The History, Strategy, and Doomsday Vision of the Islamic 
State. 

 Graeme Wood, The Way of the Strangers: Encounters with the Islamic State 

 Lawrence Wright, The Terror Years: From al-Qaeda to the Islamic State 

 Ali Soufan, Anatomy of Terror: From the Death of bin Laden to the Rise of the Islamic State 

 Souad Mekhennet, I was told to come alone: My Journey behind the Lines of Jihad 
 
Grading: 

 Paper 75 percent (See Paper Guidelines for details) 

 Research design 5 percent 

 Substantive outline 15 percent 

 Polished draft 15 percent 

 Final paper 35 percent 

 Class presentation 5 percent 

 ARP Responses to Class Readings 25 percent 
 
Participation, attendance and evaluation are important. I will deduct points from your total 

score for lack of each. Expect to lose points for every day you are absent. 
 

For MESA Students: Graduation Portfolio 1% will be deducted if not handed in by the last day of class. It 
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may be emailed to me (and Professor Mecham) at any point before that and the capstone paper 
emailed to Professor Mecham at the end of the semester. If Arabic sources are not completed and 
included in the Polished Draft, 2% will be deducted from your paper score. 
   
If you run into problems with illness or family concerns, notify me immediately. No late work will be 
accepted so if you need an accommodation, you will need to arrange it asap. 
 
Grade Scale: 
94-100  A 
90-93.9  A minus 
87-89.9  B plus 
84-86.9  B 
80-83.9  B minus 
And so forth… 
 
Written responses to class reading assignments: This category is worth 25% of your grade. For each 
class, an Analytical Response Paper (ARP) of no more than half a page single-spaced of written response 
for each assigned reading (each starred chapter and article) is due before class to Prof Bowen by email 
(donna_bowen@byu.edu).  ARPs will be graded pass or fail. In general, we write an ARP on almost every 
chapter or article. 
 
Each Analytical Response Paper (ARP) includes  

1. A very brief summary of the article or chapter focusing on the major purpose of the chapter.  
2. Two major concepts, principles, arguments, or theories found in the reading. These two 
points are not another summary, but should show that you can identify either the conceptual or 
theoretical source of the reading or two major arguments contained in the article.  
3. Significance of each article/chapter in light of the other readings we have done or in light of 
the current situation (which we follow in the New York Times and through our readings)  

Heading of email: Author, article title or chapter #, pages. 
Vital: Follow format above exactly using numbers as well as paragraph breaks, or the ARP won’t be 
accepted. Use numbers as assigned above to each section. On #2 list the two points by 1, 2 or a, b.  
 
The ARPs should not be long, but must show that you have an understanding of the material. These 
written summaries will be the basis of student-led discussion on readings so include in the summary 
what will help you explain the reading in class. Base the summary on the notes you take on each 
reading. See examples of ARPs at the end of this syllabus. 
 
Grades for student presentation of each reading will be included in the ARP category: ARPS - written 
response to class readings” – 25% of your class grade. If you miss an assigned presentation of the 
reading/discussion material for the day, contact me beforehand AND arrange for a colleague to take 
your turn.  
 
Note that some class days have up to 5 ARPs due. Some have only 1 or none. Work ahead so that you 
don’t miss handing in the ARPs on time. 
 
Seminar Format: For every class, student will sign up to introduce and summarize readings assigned for 

mailto:donna_bowen@byu.edu
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that class. This class gives you plenty of practice in professional presentations. Be ready to summarize, 
to analyze, and to react to each reading. I will not be summarizing the reading for you. Students will lead 
each discussion. 
 
When summarizing readings in class keep in mind that you are presenting the basis for the class 
discussion, you are not responsible for teaching the whole reading. Each person in the room has read 
the assignment and written an ARP. So they are prepared to discuss. 
 
Advice for presenting: 

 Plan to stay under 10 minutes.  

 Begin with the title, publication reference if suitable, and author. 

 Don’t give details of the readings. Everyone has read the article too and written an ARP. 

 State the major point and briefly summarize the reading in a few sentences.  

 Present two major arguments found in the reading. If you can explain the theoretical paradigm 
of the reading you will get extra credit. From my experience, students in the class zero in on 
different points, so everyone will be stimulated to hear the points you thought most important. 

 Explain why this reading is significant given what we have learned to date.  

 Now, your job is to field questions and comments by the rest of the class. If time permits, you 
can give other comments on the readings.   

 Keep the discussion professional. We have much to talk about and so far have never had enough 
time. 

 Again, and I emphasize: Plan on taking no more than 7-10 minutes for your presentation. If time 
permits, we may be able to spend more time on comments and questions.  

 Sometimes I will use the questions and discussion as a take-off point for a brief lecture. Help me 
keep my comments brief. 

 
If you fall ill and cannot present as scheduled, it is your responsibility to trade with another student. 
Email me and let me know of the substitution. If you do not make arrangements and don’t show, you 
will lose a huge amount of points equivalent to 1/5 of the total semester’s ARP grade. 
 
No late ARPS will be accepted.  All writing assignments are due at the beginning of class. This 
assignment helps you to keep up to date with your readings. Please keep in touch with me if you 
become ill or run into other problems. 
 
General Education Undergraduate Writing Requirement. 
This seminar fulfills the second piece of the undergraduate writing requirement (following completion of 
POLI 200 in an earlier semester. The expected learning outcomes for this course are posted at 
https://learningoutcomes.byu.edu/Instructors/course-instructors/04708/004/POLI+450/735121/1376 
 
From my point of view, successful completion of this course signals that students will master the 
following skills: 

 Effective and professional writing 

 Mastery of analytical thinking  

 Research on a specialized topic in a sub-field of political science and/or Middle Eastern studies 
(comparative, IR) 

https://learningoutcomes.byu.edu/Instructors/course-instructors/04708/004/POLI+450/735121/1376
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 Use of theoretical, historical, substantive sources to develop your argument and all of which 
contribute to a complete literature review 

 Professional level writing for both short summaries and an article-length paper 

 Effective oral communication in a professional presentation of your research 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
The Political Science, International Relations, and MESA programs have posted learning outcomes and 
assessment on their web pages. 
 
The capstone seminar and paper tie directly into the learning outcomes of these majors.  Specifically, in 
this course, we have assignments, lectures, and readings that will help achieve the following learning 
outcomes (they are listed at www.learningoutcomes.byu.edu) for political science. 

1. Use appropriate methods of analysis and research, including qualitative and quantitative 
methods, historical comparison, and textual interpretation to answer political questions. 

2. Write professional grade research papers on political science questions 
3. Think critically, analytically, and synthetically 
4. Properly cite sources in their writing using a recognized citation style 

 
 In addition to course assignments that directly address specific learning outcomes, I strive in this 
course to indirectly address other learning outcomes such as “bring honesty and integrity to their daily 
lives, public affairs, and professional activities,” “want to serve communities and organizations to which 
they belong,” and “be able to articulate principles of faith in their analysis of politics.” 
 The Political Science Department has posted its learning outcomes as well as measures of the 
performance of students of BYU students generally and political science majors specifically at the 
Political Science Department website (politicalscience.byu.edu, under the student resources tab. MESA 
students can refer to http://kennedy.byu.edu/academic/MESA/MESALearningOutcomesDec06.pdf or 
https://learningoutcomes.byu.edu/wiki/index.php/Middle_East_Studies_Arabic_BA  
 
Plagiarism:  
 While all students sign the honor code, there are still specific skills most students need to 
master over time in order to correctly cite sources, especially in this new age of the internet; as well as 
deal with the stress and strain of college life without resorting to cheating. Please know that as your 
professor I will notice instances of cheating on exams or plagiarizing on papers. General information 
about the honor code can be found at honorcode.byu.edu. Details about Academic Honesty are found at 
http://honorcode.byu.edu/content/academic-honesty-details. 
 
 Writing submitted for credit at BYU must consist of the student’s own ideas presented in 
sentences and paragraphs of his or her own construction. The work of other writers or speakers may be 
included when appropriate (as in a research paper or book review), but such material must support the 
student’s own work (not substitute for it) and must be clearly identified by appropriate introduction and 
punctuation and by footnoting or other standard referencing. 
 
 The substitution of another person’s work for the student’s own or the inclusion of another 
person’s work without adequate acknowledgment (whether done intentionally or not) is know as 
plagiarism. It is a violation of academic, ethical, and legal standards and can result in a failing grade not 
only for the paper for also for the course in which the paper is written. In extreme cases, it can justify 

http://www.learningoutcomes.byu.edu)/
http://honorcode.byu.edu/content/academic-honesty-details.
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expulsion from the University. Because of the seriousness of the possible consequences, students who 
wonder if their papers are within these guidelines should visit the Writing Lab or consult a faculty 
member who specializes in the teaching of writing or who specializes in the subject discussed in the 
paper. Useful books to consult on the topic include the current Harbrace College Handbook, the MLA 
Handbook, and James D. Lester’s Writing Research Papers. 
  
Discrimination: Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 prohibits sex discrimination against any 
participant in an educational program or activity that receive federal funds. The act is intended to 
eliminate sex discrimination in education. Title IX covers discrimination in programs, admissions, 
activities, and student-to-student sexual harassment. BYU’s policy against sexual harassment extends 
not only to employees of the university but to students as well. If you encounter unlawful sexual 
harassment or gender based discrimination, please talk to your professor; contact the Equal 
Employment Opportunities Office at 422-5895 or 801 367-5689 (24 hours); or contact the Honor Code 
Office at 422-2847. 
 
Disabilities: BYU is committed to providing a working and learning atmosphere which reasonably 
accommodates qualified persons with disabilities. If you have any disability which may impair your 
ability to complete this course successfully, please contact the University Accessibility Center (422-
2767). Reasonable academic accommodations are reviewed for all students who have qualified 
documented disabilities. Services are coordinated with the student and instructor by the SSD office. If 
you need assistance or if you feel you have been unlawfully discriminated against on the basis of 
disability, you may seek resolution through established grievance policy and procedures. You should 
contact the Equal Employment Opportunity Office at 422-5895, D-282 ASB. 
 

University Resources  

Many students at BYU struggle with stress, depression, and other emotional challenges. BYU’s office of 
Counseling and Psychological Services offers a variety of helpful services to deal with these very 
common issues. Counseling is available to full-time students with concerns such as anxiety, depression, 
eating disorders, interpersonal conflict, marital problems, self-esteem, social relationships, and stress 
management. All of these services, consistent with the highest standards of professional psychology, are 
provided in a confidential manner. For example, the university’s Stress Management Services can help 
students identify sources of stress and learn how to cope with its physical and emotional effects. 
Students learn how to relax, restructure stressful thinking, and become more effective in dealing with 
stress and pressure. Counseling and Psychological Services is located at 1500 WSC and by phone at 801-
422-3035. Visit their website at https://caps.byu.edu/ for more information or to make an 
appointment.  

Preventing Sexual Misconduct  
 
As required by Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the university prohibits sex discrimination 
against any participant in its education programs or activities. Title IX also prohibits sexual harassment—
including sexual violence—committed by or against students, university employees, and visitors to 
campus. As outlined in university policy, sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking are considered forms of “Sexual Misconduct” prohibited by the university.  

https://caps.byu.edu/
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University policy requires any university employee in a teaching, managerial, or supervisory role to 
report incidents of Sexual Misconduct that come to their attention through various forms including face-
to-face conversation, a written class assignment or paper, class discussion, email, text, or social media 
post. If you encounter Sexual Misconduct, please contact the Title IX Coordinator at 
t9coordinator@byu.edu or 801-422-2130 or Ethics Point at https://titleix.byu.edu/report-concern or 1-
888-238-1062 (24-hours). Additional information about Title IX and resources available to you can be 
found at titleix.byu.edu. 
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Fall 2017 Iraq Capstone Reading Schedule  

I guaranteed that we will make changes to this schedule.  Be flexible. 
ARP Assignments are marked by an asterisk * 
 
Research Paper Submission Schedule. 

Research Designs due at beginning of class: September 14 
Substantive Outline due at beginning of class: October 17 
Polished draft due at beginning of class November 14 (remember to bring 3 copies)  
Final paper due at beginning of class: December 14 

 
Part I: Research and Seminar papers 
9.5 Introduction to course – Discussion of present situation in Iraq and Syria 
Please read for background:   
 Kenneth Pollack. Dispatch from Iraq: the anti-ISIS fight, economic troubles, and political 

maelstrom. https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2017/05/05/dispatch-from-iraq-
the-anti-isis-fight-economic-troubles-and-political-maelstrom/  

Denise Natali, “Myth of Tripartite Iraq”, http://www.al-
monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/06/iraq-myth-tripartite-sunni-shia-kurd-stability-
isis.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20160624&bt_ts=146678537
3552  

Scott Anderson, “Fractured Lands: Howe the Arab World Came Apart.” August 11, 2016.  
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/11/magazine/isis-middle-east-arab-spring-

fractured-
lands.html?action=click&contentCollection=Opinion&module=Trending&version
=Full&region=Marginalia&pgtype=article 

 ‘Fractured Lands’: Arab Writers on a Region in Crisis. August 19, 2016. (Three short replies to 
Fractured Lands).  

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/20/opinion/fractured-lands-arab-writers-on-a-region-in-crisis.htm 
 
9.7 Research, methods, analysis (3 ARPS) 

Chris Hart, Doing a Literature Review, 1-20*, 79-87*, 172-206*; PowerPoint on writing a 
thesis-driven paper (Learning Suite). 

 
Part II. A Brief Outline of the Situation: A History of Iraq, Iraq’s Governments and Iraq’s Wars 
9.12 Analysis of the Problems generated by the Iraqi War. (3 ARPS) 

Introduction* and Chapter 5*, Nadje Al-Ali, Nicola Pratt, and Cynthia Enloe, What Kind 
of Liberation?  

Victoria Fontan, Voices from Post-Saddam Iraq, chapter 1* (Learning Suite)  
Suggestion: Run paper topics past Prof Bowen informally. 

 
9.14 Iraq History and Identity. (4 ARPS!) 
  Gareth Stansfield, Iraq 2nd edition, Intro*, chapter 1*, 2*, 3*. 

Map Quiz on Middle East – countries and capitals,  
Turn in Research Designs due at beginning of class.  

   

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2017/05/05/dispatch-from-iraq-the-anti-isis-fight-economic-troubles-and-political-maelstrom/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2017/05/05/dispatch-from-iraq-the-anti-isis-fight-economic-troubles-and-political-maelstrom/
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/06/iraq-myth-tripartite-sunni-shia-kurd-stability-isis.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20160624&bt_ts=1466785373552
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/06/iraq-myth-tripartite-sunni-shia-kurd-stability-isis.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20160624&bt_ts=1466785373552
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/06/iraq-myth-tripartite-sunni-shia-kurd-stability-isis.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20160624&bt_ts=1466785373552
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/06/iraq-myth-tripartite-sunni-shia-kurd-stability-isis.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20160624&bt_ts=1466785373552
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/11/magazine/isis-middle-east-arab-spring-fractured-lands.html?action=click&contentCollection=Opinion&module=Trending&version=Full&region=Marginalia&pgtype=article
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/11/magazine/isis-middle-east-arab-spring-fractured-lands.html?action=click&contentCollection=Opinion&module=Trending&version=Full&region=Marginalia&pgtype=article
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/11/magazine/isis-middle-east-arab-spring-fractured-lands.html?action=click&contentCollection=Opinion&module=Trending&version=Full&region=Marginalia&pgtype=article
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/11/magazine/isis-middle-east-arab-spring-fractured-lands.html?action=click&contentCollection=Opinion&module=Trending&version=Full&region=Marginalia&pgtype=article
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/20/opinion/fractured-lands-arab-writers-on-a-region-in-crisis.htm


9 

 

 

9.19  Research Designs 
Present and evaluate Research Designs in class;  

   
9.21 Watch “Survival of Saddam Hussein” in class” (for more on Saddam also watch “The Mind of 

Hussein” in the LRC VC 8901) Tip: get started on reading and ARPs for next class. 
 
9.26 Saddam Takes Over. (4 ARPS!) 
  Stansfield, chapter 4*, 5*, 6*; Adeed Dawisha, “Identity and Political Survival in 

Saddam’s Iraq,”* Middle East Journal, 53:4 (on Learning Suite);  
 
Part III. The US Enters Iraq (3 ARPS) 
9.28 The Invasion: 
  Kevin Woods, “Saddam’s Delusions”* Foreign Affairs (May/June 2006)  (Learning Suite), 

Economist, “Saddam Hussein, the blundering dictator;” no ARP. 
  Jean-Marie Colombani, “We Are All Americans,” Le Monde, Sept 12, 2001; Jean-Marie 

Colombani, “Are We Still ‘All American’? Wall Street Journal March 13, 2004; Not All 
Americans Now, Times Online, September 6, 2006 (all three articles are found in file 
“Not all Americans Now” in Learning Suite);* (one arp for all three) 

  John Mearsheimer, “Hans Morgenthau and the Iraq War: Realism versus Neo-
Conservatism.”*   

  Map quiz on Iraq. 
 
10.3  The US Democratizing Mission: (3 ARPS) 
  Larry Diamond, “Lessons from Iraq,”* Journal of Democracy 16:1 (Jan 2005) (in Learning 

Suite);   
  Kenneth M. Pollack, “Spies, Lies, and Weapons: What went wrong.”* Atlantic Monthly 

(Jan/Feb 2004) http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/2004/01/pollack.htm; (in Learning 
Suite);   

  John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt, “An Unnecessary War”* in Foreign Policy (Jan/Feb 
2003) (in Learning Suite);   

  
Part IV.  Insurgency and Winning Hearts 
10.5  Things Fall Apart: (2 ARPS) 
  Stansfield, chapter 7* 

David Sanger, Michael Gordon, John Burns, “Chaos Overran US Plan in 2006”,* 
NY Times   
Watch:  “The Lost Year in Iraq” in class. Transcript on 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/yeariniraq/   

 
10.10  Part V. The New Iraqi State (3 ARPS) 
  Stansfield, chapter 8*, chapter 9*, Conclusion* 
 
10.12  State Collapse and Rise of Identity Politics (1 ARP) 
  James D. Fearon and David D. Laitin. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War,”* American 

Political Science Review 97, 1 (Feb 2003): pp.75-90.  

http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/2002/issue4/jv6n4a5.html
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10.17  Substantial outline due at beginning of class 
Work on Literature Reviews. Come prepared to work on your paper’s literature review. 

  (No ARPs) 
 
10.19  US, AQI, the Iraqi state 
  Toby Dodge, Iraq: From War to a New Authoritarianism, Introduction*,  chapter 1*, 

chapter 5* (on Learning Suite) 
 
10.24   Confronting Poverty in Iraq: Main Findings;* http://www-

wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2011/01/07/000333
037_20110107004719/Rendered/PDF/588480PUB0Conf101public10BOX353816B.pdf 

 
10.26  The Environment and Conflict (2 ARPS) 
  Dexter Filkins, “A Bigger Problem than ISIS?” The New Yorker, January 2, 2017* 

http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/01/02/a-bigger-problem-than-isis  
    

Colin P. Kelley, Shahrzad Mohtadi, Mark A. Cane, Richard Seager, and Yochansan  
Kushnir, “Climate change in the Fertile Crescent and implications of the recent Syrian 
Drought,”* Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of USA.  Vol 112, no. 11 pp 
3241-3246.  http://www.pnas.org/content/112/11/3241.full  
Mark Fischetti, “Climate Change Hastened Syria’s Civil War,” March 2, 2015 
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/climate-change-hastened-the-syrian-war/  

 
10.31 Counterterrorism (2 ARPS)  
  Read: David Kilkullen, “28 Articles”*;  
  David Kilkullen, Chapter 1, The Accidental Terrorist.”* (all on Learning Suite). 
 
11.2 ISIS, Syria and Iran (2 ARPS) 
Write an ARP on two of the four articles below. 

Read:  Graeme Wood, “What ISIS Really Wants” 
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2015/02/what-isis-really-wants/384980/ 
“How ISIS Works” 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/09/16/world/middleeast/how-isis-
works.html 
Tim Arango, ISIS Transforming Into Functioning State That Uses Terror as Tool 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/22/world/middleeast/isis-transforming-into-
functioning-state-that-uses-terror-as-tool.html 

Eric Schmitt and Ben Hubbard, “ISIS Leader Takes Steps to Ensure Group’s Survival” 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/21/world/middleeast/isis-strategies-include-lines-
of-succession-and-deadly-ring-tones.html 

 

11.7 ISIS and current situation (2 ARPS) 

Read: Quinn Mecham, “How much of a state is the Islamic State?”* 

http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2011/01/07/000333037_20110107004719/Rendered/PDF/588480PUB0Conf101public10BOX353816B.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2011/01/07/000333037_20110107004719/Rendered/PDF/588480PUB0Conf101public10BOX353816B.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2011/01/07/000333037_20110107004719/Rendered/PDF/588480PUB0Conf101public10BOX353816B.pdf
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/01/02/a-bigger-problem-than-isis
http://www.pnas.org/content/112/11/3241.full
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/climate-change-hastened-the-syrian-war/
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2015/02/what-isis-really-wants/384980/
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/09/16/world/middleeast/how-isis-works.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/09/16/world/middleeast/how-isis-works.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/22/world/middleeast/isis-transforming-into-functioning-state-that-uses-terror-as-tool.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/22/world/middleeast/isis-transforming-into-functioning-state-that-uses-terror-as-tool.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/21/world/middleeast/isis-strategies-include-lines-of-succession-and-deadly-ring-tones.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/21/world/middleeast/isis-strategies-include-lines-of-succession-and-deadly-ring-tones.html
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/02/05/how-much-of-a-
state-is-the-islamic-state/ 

  Christoph Reuter, “The Terror Strategist: Secret Files Reveal the Structure of Islamic 
State”* http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-
of-islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 

 
11.9 Writing Lab. Bring in a page from your polished draft to work on.  
 
11.14  Polished Draft due at beginning of class. Bring three copies for peer review. (1 ARP) 
   Read/Discuss Baghdad Burning*  
   
11.16 Return your peer reviews of colleagues’ papers (1 ARP) 
  Read/Discuss Voices from Iraq* 
 
Holidays: 
11.21   Friday Instruction  
11.23  Thanksgiving 
 
11.28 More on ISIS and current situation. 
 International Crisis Group, Iraq’s Generation 2000 *  
 https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east north-africa/gulf-and-arabian-peninsula/iraq/fight-or-

flight-desperate-plight-iraq-s-generation-2000 
 First class Oral presentation 
 
11.30 Class Oral Presentations:   
 November 30 
 December 5 
 December 12   
If time permits on December 12, we will begin presentations on Clayton Christensen’s book, How Will 
you Measure your Life? There will be ARPs assigned. 
 
12.14 Last day!  Discuss: Clayton Christensen, How Will You Measure your Life? There will be ARPs 

assigned.  
 Final Papers due at beginning of class.  
 
Research Paper Schedule. 

Research Designs due at beginning of class: September 14 
Substantive Outline due at beginning of class: October 17 
Polished draft due at beginning of class November 14 (remember to bring 3 copies)  
Final paper due at beginning of class: December 14 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/02/05/how-much-of-a-state-is-the-islamic-state/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/02/05/how-much-of-a-state-is-the-islamic-state/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east%20north-africa/gulf-and-arabian-peninsula/iraq/fight-or-flight-desperate-plight-iraq-s-generation-2000
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east%20north-africa/gulf-and-arabian-peninsula/iraq/fight-or-flight-desperate-plight-iraq-s-generation-2000
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Examples of ARPS: 
 Hiltermann,Jooster R.  “Kirkuk as a Peacebuilding Case” Iraq: Preventing a New Generation of Conflict.  
Ed. Markus E. Bouillon et al.  London: Reinner, 2007. 
1.  This article discusses many of the challenges that face the city of Kirkuk.  The Kurds want to 
incorporate Kirkuk into Kurdistan for various reasons.  Many of the Kurds feel like Kirkuk has been a 
traditionally Kurdish dominated city before Saddam’s pro-Arabization policies.  However, the struggle 
over Kirkuk will likely not be peaceful unless Kurdish politicians retreat from maximalist stances.  
2.      a. The author argues that there is no way for Kirkuk to go to the Kurds without violence.  There are 
three possible ways that Kurdistan can annex Kirkuk: constitutional, force, or by somehow doing 
something in between.  Arabs and Turkomen do not seem willing to accept the results of a referendum 
vote which they would likely boycott and label as unfair.  The Kurds claim that they want to stay part of 
Iraq, but their actions do not seem to reflect their words.  Kurds continue to push for the institution of 
article 140, which would allow Kurds to take control of Kirkuk.   
    b. The Kurdish takeover is unlikely due to the lack of support for Kirkuk going to the Kurds.  This plan 
has very few international supporters.  The United States who has traditionally supported the Kurds will 
likely not support the plan because it could de-stabilize the whole country.  Iraq’s neighbors do not see 
this as favorable either.  Syria, Iran, and Turkey all have Kurdish minority populations and fear that an 
independent Kurdistan would cause those populations to demand independence as well.  Iran has 
undertaken covert operations against the Kurdish forces.  Also, Iran can influence the Shiite government 
in Baghdad.  Turkey can also shut down the border and shut down the oil pipeline that Kurds use to 
export their oil.   
3.  This article is important because it gives some background information about the city of Kirkuk and 
why there is so much tension surrounding the city.  It also helps the students understand the reasons 
behind blocking the Kurds from acquiring Kirkuk.   

 
Chris Hart. 1998. Writing the review. In Doing a literature review: Releasing the social science research 
imagination, 172-206. London: Sage Publications Ltd.  
Hart begins by reviewing points covered in his introduction. Students develop their own arguments from 
existing knowledge through logical reasoning and structured analytics. A review is in many ways an 
investigation, divided into sections that reveal various facets within a discourse (172). Students must 
investigate in an organized manner, through a “structure of scholarship” (176). When researching, this 
includes reading with a critical eye, making constructive criticism, and allowing room for new 
information or “discoveries” (185). When presenting an argument, this includes explaining it fairly, 
rationally identifying the errors or loopholes in that argument, and then stating an alternative position 
(178). Hart reiterates the purpose of his book in his conclusion: to help his readers not simply to map 
out the ideas in existing literature, but to present these ideas in a way that reflects their own 
interpretation and analysis (198). 

1. Identify in your introduction the purpose for your literature review. When filtering information, 
select arguments or theories that move that purpose forward. Also allow evidence that gives 
you the opportunity to offer alternative solutions or recommendations, and preemptively refute 
objections with your own data or pieces of information.  

2. Hart emphasizes the importance of citing sources. All works are copyrighted, regardless of 
whether they have been formally registered. Backing your ideas with others’ ideas provides 
legitimacy to your work (181).  
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Significance: I’ve read literature reviews that merely regurgitate previous research. Hart’s book clearly 
sets out to help students transition from an undergraduate to a graduate, and even scholarly level of 
research by elucidating the significance of the literature review in academics and the way in which a 
review interact with the issue it covers.  

 
 
Chris Hart, "Doing a Literature Review," 172-206. 

1. In writing a literature review, scholars must ensure that they have sufficiently evaluated all the major 
literature and arguments relevant to their question. They should have mapped out these arguments, 
drawing connections between different research in order to obtain a deepened, balanced perspective 
on a particular topic. When an individual begins to write his or her literature review, he must first plan 
out his writing so as to provide the reader with a strong structure.  
 
2a. Hart indicates that students must learn to analyze and criticize others' arguments before drafting 
their own literature review. Criticizing another scholar's argument or logic requires that the student be 
well acquainted not only with the historical roots of a particular question, but also the methods of logic 
that are employed to make the assertion. In writing a criticism, students ought to summarize the 
scholar's argument in a coherent way, identify its flaws, and advocate an alternate conclusion.  
 
2b. A second concept that Hart stresses is the importance of knowing your audience when planning how 
to structure a literature review. Students should not assume their readers are familiar with the major 
theories or arguments that exist within the framework of a particular topic. Additionally, one should be 
selective with the background knowledge he or she provides in introducing the topic. The argument 
itself should begin with a clear thesis, and the conclusions follow logically. 

3. All three chapters of Hart's books that we have read emphasize the need to map out an argument 
before beginning to write. I believe that many students write research papers without planning out the 
logic that draws them to their conclusions. A good research paper offers a clear, logical flow from the 
thesis to their assertions. 

Here is ARP #3! Thank you! 
 
1. The general topic and main purpose of this chapter was to teach researchers how to write a good 
literature review. However, within that large topic, there were several smaller topics that the author 
used to structure the chapter. Near the beginning of the chapter the author instructed his readers to 
read about Atkinson who studied and wrote about suicide in 1982. Atkinson was woven throughout the 
chapter as an example of someone who used a literature review to justify his study of suicide, which was 
seen as an over-studied topic. The author taught the importance and structure of a literature review, 
the value of criticism, how to become motivated and start writing, and the process of writing. Overall, 
the reason the author wrote this chapter was to help less experience researchers learn how and why to 
write a good literature review. 
 
2.     A) One key concept that was very helpful and interesting to me was re-working the draft on page 
196. I often try to write a perfect first draft, and I get burned out quickly. However, the author taught 
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that a first draft should be a first draft. He said that a researcher should overexert themselves early on, 
but the researcher should go through many drafts. He then also gave some editing tips to help clean up 
a paper, including making the argument understandable and clear. This concept was important because 
it taught that good scholarship is important, but it is rarely achieved on the first try. 
 
     B) A second principle that Hart mentioned in this chapter was criticism on pages 176-7. He wrote that 
good criticism can improve writing, but he also talked about negative criticism. Some forms of negative 
criticism are making a personal attack at the researcher instead of criticizing the research or attacking 
the motive of the author. I found this section to be helpful because I am not good at giving or receiving 
criticism. After reading the section on criticism, I realized that good criticism can help a researcher see 
the gaps in the research: criticism can improve the study. 
 
3. This chapter built on the other chapters that we have read from the Hart book. It helped to solidify 
the value and structure of a literature review. All of these chapters from Hart are important as we start 
sifting through information on our chosen topics, so we can effectively narrow our topics, form an 
argument, and write a draft. I feel like this chapter went in to more depth about literature reviews than 
the other two chapters from Hart did, and it helped me feel more prepared to start looking at different 
sources of literature. 
 

ARP 3: Hart 172-206- Writing the Literature Review 

1.       1. Once one has thoroughly researched his or her chosen topic, then he or she must begin with the 
actual writing of the literature review. In this section Hart focuses on three elements: how to go about 
critiquing the work of others, how to organize the literature review, and how to edit the review in each 
stage of writing.  
2.       2. A. Criticizing the work of others takes careful thought. One must analyze the arguments 
presented in a balanced way, giving the writer fair consideration. Personal attacks should be avoided, 
and other critiques should be carefully documented, focusing on the author’s main points. Additionally, 
one should recognize the strengths of the work being evaluated. 
 B. In arranging the structure of a literature review, one will generally utilize one of two methods: the 
chronological method or the familiar-to-unfamiliar method. The chronological method examines the 
evolution of a subject’s scholarly treatment from earliest to most recent. The familiar-to-unfamiliar 
method, on the other hand, assumes some prior knowledge on the part of the readers, and first 
presents the most familiar material to them, working their way down to the less familiar works. Both of 
these methods can be highly effective in organizing a literature review. 
3. In writing the MESA 495 capstone paper research design, these points from Hart will directly apply. 
The student especially needs to exercise care in criticizing the work of others. It is often easy, especially 
in undergraduate work, to criticize authors, or a tangential point in their work. However, scholarly 
students will give fair consideration to other authors, thus strengthening the students’ own ethos.  
 


